
,hj kft, or,hu lng hbhct ukftu v,aybu vbyna, ,ghcavu
 /// l,hzk lnrfk vag, if vsav (th-df) -ohhj hkgc rgm ,rnuj

     d'ovng caj,vk ubk vruvu wohhj hkgcw hhjk lrg vru,v v�b�,�b cu,fv vzc vb
od ufz tka sug kfu 'wohhj hkgcwk vbh,b ihbg ah lf 'ohbuhctk vbh,b ihbg aha oafu
vgush vbht uz vshn /unmgk uvsac uk rtabv ,t ;uxtk ostk uk ruxt 'oekjc ov
okut 'ohhj hkgc ka orgmku ovhfrmk ck ohb,ub ubt iht curku 'iunvv crec lf kf

 /orgmkn rhvz ,uhvku 'ovng caj,vk ubhkg vru,v ,peav hp kga ,gsk ubhkg
d"h kcxa 'thabv vsuvh hcr ka ohaev uhruxh ,usut ubk ohrpxn (/vp n"c) k"zj    
vhv vhbav ,hmjncu 'uh,uthmh ouenc vvaa ictn kcx d"hv uktn ,hmjnf 'ohba
uhfrm ,t ,uagk txfv ,hck lkvafu 'tuabn ohae uhv uhruxhu 'vpca vkjnn kcux
ohxuxv rnua vhv uh,uegmc ubhjch tka hsfu 'uhruxh curn ,ukue hkuec egum vhv
iht sg ohxux hf 'uhfrm vaug hcr vhva vga v,utc uh,unvc ,t khftn hcr ka
vuuhe lfcu 'ihkhn vauka gnab okue vhv o,ut ukhftvafu 'hcrk uk uhv rpxn

/ohv hsruhk od ugnabu hcr ka uh,uegm urcd vagnk lt 'hcr ka ukue ,t ayayk
,jt vkdg :vagnv vhv lfu wohhj hkgc rgmw ,chxc vhv vz kfa trndv ,rpxnu    
,j, vnmg vbhnyv v,yhjac vbthna iuhfu 'vyhjak v,ut ohshngn uhvu v,hv
v,yhjak ohfxvk vk vruvu 'v,buuf ,t ihcvu hcr vc ihjcvu 'hcr ka u,nhkd
lhtv lf kg uvn, ohnac lf kg ugnaaf /vrmub lf oak hrva 'lfk vnmg ruxnku
utca oafu /ohaev uhruxhc abgb vrhcg v,ut kgu 'ohhj hkgc ka orgmc kzkzn ubhv
u,nta lht hcr ihjcvaf vz vhvu 'vz vchxn ufkv od lf ohhj hkgc rgm ,chxn
zt '!wch,f uhagn kf kg uhnjruw hcr vk rnt ',uskuj wc ,ardnu ,hcv ,t ,scfn

   

 rat aht kf ,tn vnur, hk ujehu ktrah hbc kt rcs
/// h,nur, ,t uje, uck ubcsh - (c-vf) ifanv ,csb ogy

     d'"ub,hu" k"ukv '"ujehu" ch,f gusn 'trev iuak kg oharpnv kf usng rcf vb
iuak tuva gnan ujehu iuaku 'unmgn i,ub tuv hrv 'ifanv ,csbk vb,n i,uba hns

 rthcu /vcsb i,hk u,ut ihpufa 'vhpf ka((((vvvvaaaannnn    aaaarrrrssss))))    kkkk""""mmmmzzzz    iiiihhhhhhhhyyyyaaaabbbbhhhhhhhhpppp    vvvvaaaannnn    wwwwrrrr    iiiiuuuuttttddddvvvv
ohcsuba uktn tkt ifanv ubcha vmr tk v"ceva ouan "ujehu" ch,fa ogyva
i,ba er cvzvu ;xfv uka 'v"cev ka tkt ovka cvzvu ;xfv ihta ohgsuha ,njn
i,uba ostf vtbevc i,ub ubht i,ubaf tmnbu 'i,hk tka ushc vhvhau 'iusepk ushc
ohjeukf tuva tmnbu 'uka ubhta rcs ,t jehk ohtcdvk jhbnf tkt ukan vb,n
vesmc od sunkk ost kfk ah vzna 'van wr ;hxuvu /ovk i,ubf tku onmgc ubnn

/vjhekf cajha uka ubhta ,t vesmk i,uba chajvk
hnn teus ifanv ,csb kcek v"cev shpev gusn 'van wr hrcs rtck ah obnt    

/c"mu ?"ujehu" itf ahu 'uka ubhta rcs i,ubf tuva vz vrfv og vcsbv i,ub tuva
uagu" :(j 'vf) ch,fs /ifanv ihbc ka ,hkf,v ruthc osevc ihbgv rtck vtrbu   
hutra ouen vhvha hsf vhv ifanv ihbc ka ,hkf,v 'hrv /"ofu,c h,bfau osen hk

 /uhruxh expb ztu 'uhkg od ojrb lf ohhj hkgc kg ojrna ,ufzc ohnac urnt
 hrva 'ohhj hkgc rgmn rhvz ,uhvk ostv kg kyun vnf sg ohtur vagnv vzn   

'vrmub lfka vchx v,utk ohfxvk vk vruv er 'kgupc vkdgv ,t rghm tk hcr
iumr ka ;urhm od vzc vhva b"vtu] /ohrnu ohae ohruxhc rxhh,vk lrmuv v"ptu
v,chxcu esv tyjv vz vhv lfk tk,ntv hf ohtur z"fc 'wndc rpuxnf 'ohruxhc
ostk uk ruxta ,gcue vfkvv hf ,gsk ubhkgu /sutn vae iputc urxhhk unhfxv
ovhfrm ephxu dtsa rjt eru 'u,uarca ohhj hkgc ka o,khftk u,khft ohsevk
kg vru,v vshpev vn ,shnca ,rnut ,tz /unmg ,t iuzku ubjkua lurgk kufh
ubucgru c(g �r ostv ot od hf 'ost hbc ka orgm kgn r,uh ohhj hkgcv ka orgm
 /uc ohhuk,v ohhj hkgc ka orgmk dts tka sug kf urgm yheavk uk ruxt 'urgmn

    kkkk""""eeeeuuuummmmzzzz    hhhhrrrruuuunnnn    hhhhcccctttthsf uhbhgn vbha ssb ohngpku 'vz ihbgc sutn sutn rhvz vhv 
epxk iufbk vtr tkt 'sckc uz tku /vrgmc ihjcva ku,j ka vkcx kg kevk
hsf ,unuhuxn ,unuenc ohn ka ,ubu,he shngn vhv k"z tuv 'ohhj hkgc hfrm
ihta vn hf 'ung ueunhbu 'rhgv ,ucujrc ohtmnbv ohku,jv ka obutnm ,t ,uurvk
,t ghcavk vnc ,u,patv lu,c ov ohtmuna hbpn tuv obuzk ohchhujn ubt
ubta hutrv in if kg oa ohtmun obht obutnm ,t ,uurvk vnc okut 'obucgr
wvpat hjpw ,urhhg vnfc ubhe,v vburjtka vagnv hkg gru /ohn ovk epxb
/,u,patv in onmg ,t iuzk ohkufh ohhj hkgcv iht lfn vtmu,fu '.rtc oheung
hfrm kg ohjepnv kgu /ovhpn kfut ohgbunu o,ut ohrgmna ck kg oa aht ihtu

ub tk ihhsgaf thky tbhuv sf /,uugnv ,t ie,k lfk ihg ohak ohcrhrnuj kf urm
,uyhnv kg ohkug uhvu 'rhutc vhumn vbhfv ihn v,hv zt 'ubhnhc ohhumnv iuhebv
kg oerzu ushc okyub vhvu 'odruvk tka rhvznu rhvz hrun hct vhvu 'ohsdcv kgu

/ovhhj ,t kuyhk ubk ruxtu ,"havn ohturc od vnva urntc 'vpmhrv
,hcc vhv 'ifanv lu,c vbhfav ,trav v,hv uca ouenvu /vbhfav ,travk
:(dh 't) trev kg (a"va) arsnc t,htsf /ohcurfv hba ihcn iurtv kgn a"eve
ihc vbu,b v,hva vbhfav uz - ihkh hsa ihc" 'k"z "ihkh hsa ihc hk hsus rnv rurm"
kkf uthcv 'ifanv ,hhbck ufrmuva ohrcsv kf ,t vbv /f"g '"ohcurfv hba

 /"uck ubcsh rat aht kf ,tn vnur, hk ujehu" :w,fsf 'vcsbc ktrahwwwwrrrr    vvvvaaaaeeeevvvvuuuu
kkkktttteeeezzzzjjjjhhhh    rrrruuuutttt))))    iiiihhhhhhhhyyyyaaaabbbbhhhhuuuuggggkkkk    kkkktttteeeezzzzjjjjhhhhkkf ufrmuv gusns (v"b wng 'vsucgv hfrs 

.rh,u ?o,nur, tkc ifanv ubch tk gusnu 'vtuknu .rtv wvk tkvu 'h"bc ,csbk
,travk ktrah kkf ufzha hsfu 'vbhfav ,trav ka ouenv vhv ifanva
hmn, hfhv er v,hv tk ifanv ,csbs tmnbu /ostv hagnc huk, kfv 'vbhfav
'vbhfav ,travk ord tpud vzs tkt 'ovc ,ubck hutra ohrcsv ,t ovk vhvha
,"hava vfuza rughav uvz ',"havk vbupa rughav hpf huk, vbhfav ,travs

/vbhfav ,travk ufz if ,njnu ',"havk vbp ktrah kf ,ucsbv h"gu /uhkt vbup
og i,uba hnc teus ,uhvk ihfhrm uhv ifanv ,csb gusn rtck ah z"pk f"tu    
iusepf er tuv ubk aha vn kfu '"vtknu .rtv wvk" rhfn i,ub tuva vz vrfv
og era 'ubka ubhta rcs ihb,ubf ubt 'ifanv ,csb ihb,ub ubta vnu 'ubhshc
ogyv rehg uvza /vbhfav ,trav ourdha vbh,b ,uhvk vbh,bv lhha 'vz vrfv

/vz iputc teus ,uhvk lhrm vbh,bv iputv f"gu 'ifanv ,bh,bk

"udrvk urhcj rjt ;surv" - The  [wt'v"f, n"uj]g"ua  paskens udrvk urhcj rjt ;surv, one is chhujn to save the ;srb, first by trying to disable him
"uhrchtn sjtc" if one is unable to be precise, he must kill the ;sur. The g"nx explains (based on our tbexn), that this ihs is learned from a aehv
from vxrutnv vrgb. Just like a vxrutnv vrgb may be saved from her assailant by killing him, in our case of a ;sur he is to be killed in order to
save the ;srb. The Gemara brings a braysa that says, how do I know if I see someone drowning in the river that I must try to save him? Because it
says lgr os kg sung, tk. Tosfos [ukhmvk] asks, why do we need lgr os kg sung, tk? We have the aehv from vxrutnv vrgb that teaches
me I may kill to save my friends life, so certainly I must save him from drowning where there is no killing involved? wxu, answers that our aehv
makes the vkmv a vumn. sung, tk now adds a utk and I am oiver it if I don’t save the ;srb. The  [wuy't"p'jmur]o"cnr  says: One who can save a
;srb or a vxrutnv vrgb but doesn’t, is kycn the vag ,umn  of vpf ,t v,umeu and is oiver 2 ihutk: 1) lbhg xuj, tk 2)lgr os kg sung, tk. 

 [wy't"p jmur wkv]ohhj wr     klers, is this ihs to save the ;srb even at the expense of the ;sur, an extension of the general vfkv of ,uapb juehp and
although we always say "apb hbpn apb ihjus iht" and never kill one person to save another [hpy enux lshs tnss ,hzj htn], here the f"vzd
teaches us that one must kill the ;sur? Or is this a special ihs that the ;sur is v,hn chhj in order to save the ;srb, but isn’t a vtmu, of "jehp ,ufkvb ?
ohhj wr says it is rc,xn like the second sm. Since we learn this from vxrutnv vrgb and that isn’t a situation of b"uehp, we see this is a separate vfkv.
   The z"hrd [d"hv 't"p'jmur wkv] brings the o"cnr: If one could save the ;srb, uhrchtn sjtc ;surv ka, but instead kills him, he is v,hn chhj but s"c iht
u,ut ih,hnn. The s"ctr argues and says s"c does kill him. The ruy similarly wonders, if he is v,hn chhj why isn’t u,ut ih,hnn s"c? The z"hrd explains,
the o"cnr holds there are 2 ohbhs regarding a ;sur. 1) the ihs of saving the ;srb, which may be done by killing the ;sur. 2) the ;sur is considered a
tkhye trcd and is "ohns uk iht ,ru,c" regarding all ohbhs. So, when one kills the ;sur instead of uhrctn sjtc, although it’s ruxt, you are ruyp
because when you could stop him uhrchtn sjtc the vumn and ,uar to kill him is gone, but there remains the fact that the ;sur is a tkhye trcd and that
doesn’t go away. This is why u,ut ih,hnn s"c iht. The hrhtn brings the hnkaurh that is epuxn: If the ;srb overcomes the ;sur and is now seen chasing
the ;sur, does the ex ;srb now have a ihs of a ;sur and may be killed, or does the ;sur oa stay on the ex ;sur? He answers that since the ;srb must
first try to save himself uhrchtn sjtc, if he is now the aggressor and chasing the ;sur he apparently is safe, and therefore he should be treated as a
;sur. The lknk vban [j"p kcuj] brings the a"chr that the cuhj is only gdub an outsider trying to save the ;srb, but the ;srb himself since he is being
chased & kuvc is not chhujn to try for uhrchtn sjt. lcrut /z/a wr ] vnka ,jbn[wz wx t"j  says: although if there is no other way to save a ;srb other than
with money, one must do so, there is no cuhj to                                                                                        spend money to save yourself from killing the ;sur.     

                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Chacham Rabbeinu Chayim Ben Attar zt”l (Ohr HaChayim) would say:
     “wvnur, hk ujehuw - Very often, the grievance of a poor person is that he feels that Hashem takes care of everyone else,
but not him. When someone gives charity to that poor person, he refutes the poor person’s complaint, but if someone
refuses to give charity, he is confirming the poor man’s grievance.”

A Wise Man would say: “He who has health, has hope; and he who has hope, has everything.”                      
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         A SERIES IN HALACHA
       LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Chodesh Adar and the Four Parshiyos
Parshas Shekalim. This Shabbos is the second day of Rosh
Chodesh Adar, when we read Parshas Shekalim. It discusses
the Machatzis Hashekel which every single Jew was
required to donate to the Mishkan no matter who they were
and how much money they had or didn’t have. The Sages
teach us that the greatest way to be happy is by giving
Tzedakah and doing for others. The world feels the way to be
happy is by indulging yourself in all of your desires, but we
know that this is the furthest thing from the truth. In fact, the
Torah teaches us that the way to find fulfillment and joy is
by thinking about others and giving to them.
Learning is Like Fulfilling. The week of Parshas Shekalim,
it is proper to focus on the mitzvah of Talmud Torah. The
Mishna Berurah (1) quotes from earlier Poskim that when we
read Parshas Shekalim on Shabbos, it is as if have we fulfilled
the mitzvah of donating to the Bais HaMikdash. He
paraphrases the posuk (2): "ubh,pa ohrp vnkabu" - “Our lips shall
substitute for bulls.” This is one of the sources in Chazal that

      

with one’s lips (e.g. learning the sugyos) one is considered as
if he sacrificed korbonos, or in the case of Shekalim, as if he
donated to the purchasing of korbonos. This concept is also
stated in the Gemara (3): chrev ukhtf ,tyj ,ru,c exugv kf"
",tyj - “Whoever learns the laws of a Chatos (sin offering) is
as if he actually brought a Chatos.” The Maharsha (4) explains
that this is true of all korbonos. This concept is also the basis for
reciting “Korbonos” daily, which somewhat makes up for the
sacrifices and spices (ketores) that we cannot offer nowadays.
Krias HaTorah. Ladies are exempt from hearing the kriah of
Parshas Shekalim, as they were exempt from giving
Machatzis Hashekel to the Mishkan The same halacha
applies to Parshas Parah and Hachodesh. There is a
difference of opinion among the Poskim if ladies are
obligated to hear the Kriah of Parshas Zachor before Purim
(5). We rule that ladies should try to come to shul and hear it.
If they cannot make it then, they can come to shul on Purim
morning before Megillah and hear the Purim Kriah which the
Magen Avraham holds can fulfill their chiyuv.

   



   Cedar wood was one of the materials used in building the Mishkan. The Medrash quotes Rav Chanina who said: “The world
was not fit to utilize cedar trees. They were created only for the Mishkan and the Bais Hamikdash.” What makes cedar trees so
profoundly unique that the world did not deserve them?
     The Seforim Hakedoshim tell us that every physical thing in this world correlates to something Ruchniyusdik. A cedar tree is
no different. Rebbi Elazar was once riding his donkey when an exceedingly ugly man approached him. Rebbi Elazar made a
disparaging comment to him, and when the Talmidim found out, he said in regret, “A person should always be soft like a reed
and not stiff like a cedar.” (Taanis 20). A cedar tree represents strength, resolve and firmness. Even today, cedar trees are
known for their quality and resilience, and are often the source of solid wood products used in furniture. It is this midah that
naturally has no place in this world, as Rebbi Elazar said, but for the Mishkan and Bais Hamikdash, it certainly did. Why is that?
    There is a fascinating Gemara in Yoma (72). “Perhaps you will say, now that the Mishkan is no longer in use, their hope is
lost and their chance is over. Therefore, the posuk states "ohsnug" - to indicate that they “stand forever and ever.” The ohare,
like other parts of the Mishkan, were buried in the ground, and while the gold plate would naturally last, the wood should have
become wormy and rotten. But it did not. Says the Shem Mishmuel, this idea is to give strength to us Yidden. The purpose of
the Mishkan was to show how much Hashem loves us, and His desire to dwell amongst His children. One may have thought
that today when we have no Home for Hashem, we should give up. Why would Hashem desire us even in such a morally low
state? For this reason, Hashem chose cedars to be the source for the wood. To signify the lasting endurance of the bond we
have with Hashem. Even today, we remain steadfast in our connection with Hashem, tough and undecayed, just like the cedar.

    The Menorah was intricately ornamented and designed, all from one chunk of gold. What is the deeper message that lies
therein? Why is this holy vessel from the others? There’s a pshat said over from the Chasam Sofer zt”l explaining this
posuk. He says that even the way we attempt to explain the Torah and expound on it must be "vbnn" - originating and
derived from Torah sources, and not from outside influences. Those years were extremely turbulent ones; with the different
“isms” (conservative, reform, haskala, etc.) wreaking havoc on so many Yidden, who nebech fell prey to the negative
ideologies of the times. This is perhaps the driving thought behind the pshat of the Chasam Sofer.
    Another explanation can be as follows. The Menorah corresponds to the Torah. The ohr,pf and ohjrp can
metaphorically be referring to all the other beautiful and enjoyable aspects of life. The Torah is teaching that even those
“other” things in life must be "vbnn". For example, the vacations, excursions, downtime we tend to busy ourselves with are
not antithetical to a Torah life. Rather, they must be conjoined with the ratzon Hashem and the Torah. We must always be
cognizant of the fact that Hashem resides even in the most obscure vacation spots.
    This idea is an excellent complement to the vort said by tzadikim on the words of Chazal, ,gce oh,g vru,k. They explain
that this refers to the posukim in Koheles which list the famous 28 oh,g: ",g ,skk ,gu ,unk ,g ,gyk ,gu /guyb ruegk ,g

 durvk,gu tuprk ,g .urpk ,gu,ubck  /,g ,ufck ,gu eujak ,g supx ,gu /suer ,g ohbct lhkavk ,gu ohbct xubf ,g eucjk ,guejrk 
 /ecjn,g aeck ,gu sctk ,g runak ,gu /lhkavk ,g gurek ,gu rup,k ,g ,uajk ,gu /rcsk ,g cvtk ,gu tbak ,g vnjkn ,gu"/ouka  

     After 120 years on this earth, we will be asked if all of our oh,g were in sync with the Torah’s way of life. Let us
sincerely hope that in all our actions we can be asen oa ohna, living our lives as Torah true Jews 24/ 7.                                 

                                                                                                                                                                                                              

 uaha /// okaurh ,t ujna
 /// auan v,t(h-uxwhgah)

 ifank oharev ,t ,hagu
 /// ohsng ohya hmg(uy-uf)

vfrh vrubnv vagh, vaen ruvy cvz ,rbn ,hagu
 /// uhvh vbnn vhjrpu vhr,pf vhghcd vbeu(tk-vf)

 /// h,nur, ,t uje, uck ubcsh rat aht kf ,tn vnur, hk ujehu ktrah hbc kt rcs(c-vf)
    The Baal Shem Tov zt”l notes that Parshas Terumah, containing the mitzvah of donating towards the building of the
Mishkan, immediately follows Parshas Mishpatim, which concludes with receiving the Torah. The command to build the
Mishkan was Hashem’s way of telling Klal Yisroel to actualize their acceptance of the Torah. It wasn’t enough to proclaim,
“We will do and we will hear,” and then return to their normal lives as if nothing had transpired. One who is spiritually
inspired, but doesn’t continue grow in his Avodas Hashem will unfortunately remain spiritually stagnant. The effort one
expends in immortalizing his moments of spiritual elevation will be reflected in his personal growth and development.
     In May 1948, Jordan’s Arab Legion overran the eastern part of Jerusalem and occupied the Old City and its holy places.
Following the 1948 War, Jordan continued to occupy East Jerusalem and what is now commonly referred to as the West
Bank. This included the area the UN partition decision had allotted for an Arab state. 
     During the nineteen years of Jordanian occupation, Jordan refused to honor its undertaking in the armistice agreement to
accord free access to the holy places, to cultural institutions, and use of the Jewish cemetery on Har Hazeisim, the Mount of
Olives. Jews were barred from the Old City and denied access to the Kosel Hamaaravi and other holy places. The Jewish
Quarter in the Old City was destroyed; fifty-eight synagogues were also destroyed or desecrated. Thousands of tombstones in
the Jewish cemetery on Har Hazeisim were destroyed to pave a road and build fences and latrines in Jordanian army camps. 
     During the Jordanian occupation, Jerusalem was bisected by barbed wire, concrete barriers and walls. On a number of
occasions Jordanian soldiers opened fire on the Jewish sections of Jerusalem. 
     A wedding was planned for Rosh Chodesh Tammuz, 5714 (1954). Many people were gathering in the Bnos Yerushalayim
hall, as it was then known, in Jerusalem near the Jordanian border. Among the guests were R’ Yechezkel Levenstein zt”l and
R’ Aharon Kotler zt”l - who arrived from New York to serve as mesader kiddushin for his student, the groom. 
     Suddenly, a great noise could be heard. Artillery boomed from the direction of the Old City. The Jordanians were shaking
up the entire area. All the guests fell flat on the floor, and the lights were doused. From the street, strangers poured into the
building. Tables were overturned, food and drink fell and spilled. There was noise and terror, both inside and out. “We could
hear the explosions clearly,” R’ Sholom Schwadron zt”l, another guest, related. “Everybody was lying on the ground. The
man next to me asked fearfully, ‘What do we do now?’ “’We say viduy,’ I answered.” 
     Those were very difficult moments. One man scanned the crowd with his eyes, trying to locate his father; another shouted
that he had lost his wife. The element of surprise had caused a terrible panic. There were no Jewish soldiers patrolling that
area. The feeling of danger and peril was palpable. Every new sound aroused further fear. 
     “R’ Aharon Kotler was also lying on the ground,” R’ Sholom continued to relate. “And what did R’ Aharon Kotler say?
What was the leader of the generation, the Gadol Hador, thinking about during the pandemonium and the terror? 
     “Ahhh, R’ Aharon ... R’ Aharon was pleading with Hakadosh Baruch Hu to spare his life. ‘Ribbono Shel Olam, I want to
learn your holy Torah!’” One of his students was lying on the floor beside him; in fact, he was the one to later lift up R’
Aharon. R’ Sholom and others went to this student’s house to ask what he had heard during those moments of prayer. 
     “After a long lull in the shooting,” said the talmid, “I bent down to the Rosh Yeshivah, R’ Aharon, to help him to his feet. I
heard him say, ‘Tatteh, I want to serve You and work for You.’ Then I heard a few more snatches, in which he seemed to be
talking to Hakadosh Baruch Hu and saying that there was still work for him to do in this world.” 
     About an hour after the shooting had commenced, the all clear sounded. The crowd breathed a collective sigh of relief.
Then, R’ Sholom stepped into the picture. In his deep voice, he recited, “Lamenatzeach mizmor l’Dovid yancha Hashem
b`yom tzarah ....” The others echoed him, word for word - and their prayers flew straight up to Heaven. (Heroes of Courage, Israel Bookshop)    
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 /// vnur, hk ujehu ktrah hbc kt rcs(c-vf)
llllyyyynnnn: During the war years, R’ Avraham Kalmanovitz zt”l,
Mir Rosh Yeshivah, was unceasing in his efforts to raise
money for the Jews suffering in Europe. He was a talented
orator, but even more than that, he was a gifted “fainter” - a
skill he would employ to direct attention to the plight of the
Jews. He didn’t care that his schnorring (solicitation) during
the war years made him unpopular, and he never missed an
opportunity to make an appeal for life-saving funds.
   At one synagogue function, he was spotted approaching the
building, and measures were immediately taken to prevent
him from entering. But they weren’t quick enough. R’
Kalmanovitz entered the building, and everyone knew that
an appeal would soon follow. As they scrambled for a way to
prevent him from reaching the podium, the rabbi put the

  

crowd at ease. “I don’t want to speak,” he pledged to a swarm
of unbelieving eyes. “All I want to do is say one word.”
   One word? Why, even the greatest fund solicitors in history
could not crack open wallets with just one word. It was a safe
gamble, they reasoned, and he certainly had them intrigued! 
    R’ Kalmanovitz ascended to the podium and waited for the
crowd to fall silent. Then, in a terrifying shrill, he belted out:
“AAAHHH!!” and fell to the floor in a dead faint. “Breng
vasser!” (bring water) they screamed as everyone looked on
in anxious horror. R’ Avraham regained conscious, lifted one
eye and raised his voice: “Vasser brengt mir? Breng gelt!”
llllyyyynnnnpppp: The art of soliciting money for charity is quite old.
Hashem himself solicited funds for the building of the
Mishkan! So next time we are approached by an uncanny and
unrelenting solicitor - give him the benefit of the doubt,
because he is most likely a worthy individual!

    In the Haftorah of Shabbos Rosh Chodesh, Yeshaya
HaNavi declares, “Rejoice with Jerusalem and be glad for
her, all you who love her! Join in her jubilation ...” While it
may seem like a simple platitude and generic statement
proclaiming the beauty of the holy city, one might benefit
from delving a bit deeper into it. What rejoicing is the Navi
talking about? And join in what jubilation?
     The Radomsker, R’ Shloime Rabinowitz zt”l, explains
that there are those who daven for the coming of Moshiach,
but their intentions are all selfish. They want the galus to end
and Moshiach to come purely because they want their
fortunes to change, or to put an end to a bad situation they
find themselves in. But this is obviously not the correct

reasons to daven for Moshiach.
     Explains the Radomsker, Hashem is a partner in our
efforts to bring Moshiach. The Almighty sees our efforts and
helps us along based on our intentions. By davening for
Moshiach for the wrong reasons, Hashem looks at us and
expresses that this is not the true peace and tranquility I
intended for that time. As such, Hashem will withhold his
support for our tefillos further hampering our efforts to
actually bring Moshiach and end the galus.
    The truly righteous individuals amongst us understand this
and pray for the future arrival of Moshiach purely L’shem
Shamayim, for the sake of heaven and upon them the Navi
says, “Rejoice! Join in her jubilation ...”
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