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On behalf of thousands of Shomer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply helps families of Melandim, Agunos and Grushos in Eretz Yisroe! at ZERO expense

A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Chodesh Adar and the Four Parshiyos

Parshas Shekalim. This Shabbos is the second day of Rosh
Chodesh Adar, when we read Parshas Shekalim. It discusses
the Machatzis Hashekel which every single Jew was
required to donate to the Mishkan no matter who they were
and how much money they had or didn’t have. The Sages
teach us that the greatest way to be happy is by giving
Tzedakah and doing for others. The world feels the way to be
happy is by indulging yourself in all of your desires, but we
know that this is the furthest thing from the truth. In fact, the
Torah teaches us that the way to find fulfillment and joy is
by thinking about others and giving to them.

Learning is Like Fulfilling. The week of Parshas Shekalim,
it is proper to focus on the mitzvah of Talmud Torah. The
Mishna Berurah (1) quotes from earlier Poskim that when we
read Parshas Shekalim on Shabbos, it is as if have we fulfilled
the mitzvah of donating to the Bais HaMikdash. He
paraphrases the posuk 2): "wnavw 019 vy’ - “Our lips shall
substitute for bulls.” This is one of the sources in Chazal that
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with one’s lips (e.g. learning the sugyos) one is considered as
if he sacrificed korbonos, or in the case of Shekalim, as if he
donated to the purchasing of korbonos. This concept is also
stated in the Gemara (3): 2770 NO NNVN NMNA POWN 9"
"TRON - “Whoever learns the laws of a Chatos (sin offering) is
as if he actually brought a Chatos.” The Maharsha @) explains
that this is true of all korbonos. This concept is also the basis for
reciting “Korbonos” daily, which somewhat makes up for the
sacrifices and spices (ketores) that we cannot offer nowadays.
Krias HaTorah. Ladies are exempt from hearing the kriah of
Parshas Shekalim, as they were exempt from giving
Machatzis Hashekel to the Mishkan The same halacha
applies to Parshas Parah and Hachodesh. There is a
difference of opinion among the Poskim if ladies are
obligated to hear the Kriah of Parshas Zachor before Purim
5. We rule that ladies should try to come to shul and hear it.
If they cannot make it then, they can come to shul on Purim
morning before Megillah and hear the Purim Kriah which the
Magen Avraham holds can fulfill their chiyuv.
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"5 1ean S a1’ The v [N7m 1nn] paskens wano y»an NN Tan, one is 2 to save the 91, first by trying to disable him
"0 1NN if one is unable to be precise, he must kill the 9. The "o explains (based on our xapo1), that this y7is leared from a win
from nowxnn . Just like a nomxnn ) may be saved from her assailant by killing him, in our case of a 9 he is to be killed in order to
save the 1. The Gemara brings a braysa that says, how do | know if | see someone drowning in the river that | must try to save him? Because it
says Ty 07 9y myn xO. Tosfos hoxnd] asks, why do we need -y 07 Sy Tmyn x5? We have the win from nowxnn maws that teaches
me | may kill to save my friends life, so certainly | must save him from drowning where there is no kiling involved? "o answers that our wi»n
makes the noxn a mxn. wayn N now adds a wo and | am oiver it if | don't save the 7. The ©"an9 [YoN'aN¥M] says: One who can save a
q7 0r @ NUMNIN N but doesn't, is Svan the Nwy MmN of Nos I NMNPYand is oiver 2 YID; 1) TPy DINN KO 2)7y7 075y Tiyn ad.

o»n " ['ON"a N8 'on] Klers, is this 17 to save the 971 even at the expense of the q 1, an extension of the general na5n of mway M and
although we always say "way »an way prvt N’ and never kill one person to save another oV PO T XTT TN "), here the 57w
teaches us that one must kill the qmn? Or is this a special y7 that the g™ is 10 3N in order to save the 7, butisn't a mxsm of y'Nprs TobN?
orn " says itis 1anon like the second 1. Since we leam this from nomvan mws and that isn't a situation of Y4, we see this is a separate no5n.

The v [ X'an D] brings the 0" If one could save the 91, Y1 Tniva min v, but instead kills him, he is v 20 but 172 px
e prn. The 47ax argues and says 12 does kill him. The vo similarly wonders, if he is s 2vn why isn't wmix prmon 7'2? The v explains,
the ©"1 holds there are 2 oy regarding a 9m™. 1) the 7 of saving the o7, which may be done by kiling the ™. 2) the 9 is considered a
NV N1 and is "D T Y Py i regarding all o1, So, when one kills the 9 instead of yrann T, although it's MoK, you are s
because when you could stop him y23 -1na the misy and v o kill himis gone, but there remains the fact that the qmis a NP 8123 and that
doesn't go away. This is why ymx P10 72 pN. The i brings the s»mowrp thatis pavon: If the 91 overcomes the 9 and is now seen chasing
the 9, does the ex 471 now have a y7 of a g and may be killed, or does the 9 ow stay on the ex 9m? He answers that since the 7 must
first try to save himself vz e, if he is now the aggressor and chasing the 9 he apparently is safe, and therefore he should be treated as a
™. The om5 mwn [n'a 0] brings the w2 that the avn is only vy an outsider trying to save the 9, but the o7 himself since he is being
chased & 512 is not i to try for o . JaMN 3.9 9 [3 o N'n imbw nhn] says: although if there is no other way to save a 47w other than

with money, one must do so, there is no arn to ﬂ spend money to save yourself from killing the qmm.
Y jnm n ‘ N 1‘1 D 95 1”¥(5) ov (4)\.{,7 mhan (3) ¥ ymr? (2) ::.-?a-m 1)

Chacham Rabbeinu Chayim Ben Attar z#”’l (Ohr HaChayim) would say: NOD NI YR 03 NI MO

“nmn Y NP - Very often, the grievance of a poor person is that he feels that Hashem takes care of everyone else,
but not him. When someone gives charity to that poor person, he refutes the poor person’s complaint, but if someone

refuses to give charity, he is confirming the poor man’s grievance.”
Mazel Tov Mr & Mrs Shmuel

A Wise Man would say: “He who has health. has hope; and he who has hope, has everything.”| einemann & Mr& Mrs Motty
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The Baal Shem Tov z¢’I notes that Parshas Terumah, containing the mitzvah of donating towards the building of the
Mishkan, immediately follows Parshas Mishpatim, which concludes with receiving the Torah. The command to build the
Mishkan was Hashem’s way of telling Klal Yisroel to actualize their acceptance of the Torah. It wasn’t enough to proclaim,
“We will do and we will hear,” and then return to their normal lives as if nothing had transpired. One who is spiritually
inspired, but doesn’t continue grow in his Avodas Hashem will unfortunately remain spiritually stagnant. The effort one
expends in immortalizing his moments of spiritual elevation will be reflected in his personal growth and development.

In May 1948, Jordan’s Arab Legion overran the eastern part of Jerusalem and occupied the Old City and its holy places.
Following the 1948 War, Jordan continued to occupy East Jerusalem and what is now commonly referred to as the West
Bank. This included the area the UN partition decision had allotted for an Arab state.

During the nineteen years of Jordanian occupation, Jordan refused to honor its undertaking in the armistice agreement to
accord free access to the holy places, to cultural institutions, and use of the Jewish cemetery on Har Hazeisim, the Mount of
Olives. Jews were barred from the Old City and denied access to the Kosel Hamaaravi and other holy places. The Jewish
Quarter in the Old City was destroyed,; fifty-eight synagogues were also destroyed or desecrated. Thousands of tombstones in
the Jewish cemetery on Har Hazeisim were destroyed to pave a road and build fences and latrines in Jordanian army camps.

During the Jordanian occupation, Jerusalem was bisected by barbed wire, concrete barriers and walls. On a number of
occasions Jordanian soldiers opened fire on the Jewish sections of Jerusalem.

A wedding was planned for Rosh Chodesh Tammuz, 5714 (1954). Many people were gathering in the Bnos Yerushalayim
hall, as it was then known, in Jerusalem near the Jordanian border. Among the guests were R’ Yechezkel Levenstein z¢°I and
R’ Aharon Kotler z£”’l - who arrived from New York to serve as mesader kiddushin for his student, the groom.

up the entire area. All the guests fell flat on the floor, and the lights were doused. From the street, strangers poured into the
building. Tables were overturned, food and drink fell and spilled. There was noise and terror, both inside and out. “We could
hear the explosions clearly,” R’ Sholom Schwadron z#”’l, another guest, related. “Everybody was lying on the ground. The
man next to me asked fearfully, “What do we do now?’ ““We say viduy,” I answered.”

Those were very difficult moments. One man scanned the crowd with his eyes, trying to locate his father; another shouted
that he had lost his wife. The element of surprise had caused a terrible panic. There were no Jewish soldiers patrolling that
area. The feeling of danger and peril was palpable. Every new sound aroused further fear.

“R’ Aharon Kotler was also lying on the ground,” R” Sholom continued to relate. “And what did R* Aharon Kotler say?
What was the leader of the generation, the Gadol Hador, thinking about during the pandemonium and the terror?

“Ahhh, R” Aharon ... R> Aharon was pleading with Hakadosh Baruch Hu to spare his life. ‘Ribbono Shel Olam, I want to
learn your holy Torah!”” One of his students was lying on the floor beside him; in fact, he was the one to later lift up R’
Aharon. R’ Sholom and others went to this student’s house to ask what he had heard during those moments of prayer.

“After a long lull in the shooting,” said the talmid, “1 bent down to the Rosh Yeshivah, R’ Aharon, to help him to his feet. I
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’i_‘he Menorah was intricately ornamented and designed, all from one chunk of gold. What is the deeper message that lies

"C, therein? Why is this holy vessel from the others? There’s a pshat said over from the Chasam Sofer z¢”’l explaining this

posuk. He says that even the way we attempt to explain the Torah and expound on it must be "ny»" - originating and

8 derived from Torah sources, and not from outside influences. Those years were extremely turbulent ones; with the different

“isms” (conservative, reform, haskala, etc.) wreaking havoc on so many Yidden, who nebech fell prey to the negative

e ideologies of the times. This is perhaps the driving thought behind the pshat of the Chasam Sofer.

Another explanation can be as follows. The Menorah corresponds to the Torah. The ©n9> and ©NI9 can

& metaphorically be referring to all the other beautiful and enjoyable aspects of life. The Torah is teaching that even those

“other” things in life must be "mnn". For example, the vacations, excursions, downtime we tend to busy ourselves with are

5| not antithetical to a Torah life. Rather, they must be conjoined with the ratzon Hashem and the Torah. We must always be
"C, cognizant of the fact that Hashem resides even in the most obscure vacation spots.

This idea is an excellent complement to the vort said by tzadikim on the words of Chazal, nyap ony nnb. They explain

| that this refers to the posukim in Koheles which list the famous 28 Dny: ny #1103 MPYY NI NYLY NY MY N NT95 NY"

PN DY P1IND NY O3AN DND DY DNAN PHYAD DY P9 DY) NOD DY PINYY DY MY NY .NNAD DY Y)179Y NY NI99D AW MY
"0V DY NNNDH NY XIYD DN AIND DY 921D DY MYND DY NINY DI MIPY NY POYND DY NMIVYD NY TaND Ny ¥pad ny pann
After 120 years on this earth, we will be asked if all of our ©ny were in sync with the Torah’s way of life. Let us

r’(,“"‘ sincerely hope that in all our actions ye can be ¥1p» oW oW, living our lives as Torah true Jews 24/ 7.
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Suddenly, a great noise could be heard. Artillery boomed from the direction of the Old City. The Jordanians were shaking 2 o %| 7om: During the war years, R’ Avraham Kalmanovitz z¢"1,

Mir Rosh Yeshivah, was unceasing in his efforts to raise

X money for the Jews suffering in Europe. He was a talented

orator, but even more than that, he was a gifted “fainter” - a

"C, skill he would employ to direct attention to the plight of the

Jews. He didn’t care that his schnorring (solicitation) during

¢ '| the war years made him unpopular, and he never missed an
o .| opportunity to make an appeal for life-saving funds.

At one synagogue function, he was spotted approaching the

5| building, and measures were immediately taken to prevent

him from entering. But they weren’t quick enough. R’

= S| Kalmanovitz entered the building, and everyone knew that

an appeal would soon follow. As they scrambled for a way to

crowd at ease. “I don’t want to speak,” he pledged to a swarm
of unbelieving eyes. “All I want to do is say one word.”

One word? Why, even the greatest fund solicitors in history
could not crack open wallets with just one word. It was a safe
gamble, they reasoned, and he certainly had them intrigued!

R’ Kalmanovitz ascended to the podium and waited for the
crowd to fall silent. Then, in a terrifying shrill, he belted out:
“AAAHHH!!” and fell to the floor in a dead faint. “Breng
vasser!” (bring water) they screamed as everyone looked on
in anxious horror. R* Avraham regained conscious, lifted one
eye and raised his voice: “Vasser brengt mir? Breng gelt!”
Yoms: The art of soliciting money for charity is quite old.
Hashem himself solicited funds for the building of the
Mishkan! So next time we are approached by an uncanny and
unrelenting solicitor - give him the benefit of the doubt,

heard him say, ‘Tatteh, I want to serve You and work for You.” Then I heard a few more snatches, in which he seemed to be
talking to Hakadosh Baruch Hu and saying that there was still work for him to do in this world.”
About an hour after the shooting had commenced, the all clear sounded. The crowd breathed a collective sigh of relief.

Then, R’ Sholom stepped into the picture. In his deep voice, he recited, “Lamenatzeach mizmor I’Dovid yancha Hashem [
” The others echoed him, word for word - and their prayers flew straight up to Heaven. eroesof Courage, Israel Bookshop)
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In the Haftorah of Shabbos Rosh Chodesh, Yeshaya

HaNavi declares, “Rejoice with Jerusalem and be glad for

her, all you who love her! Join in her jubilation ...” While it

may seem like a simple platitude and generic statement

proclaiming the beauty of the holy city, one might benefit

from delving a bit deeper into it. What rejoicing is the Navi
talking about? And join in what jubilation?

The Radomsker, R’ Shloime Rabinowitz z¢”I, explains
that there are those who daven for the coming of Moshiach,
but their intentions are all selfish. They want the galus to end
and Moshiach to come purely because they want their
fortunes to change, or to put an end to a bad situation they
find themselves in. But this is obviously not the correct

armEumeavoms ormewzmay FIODT 2 XTI N

reasons to daven for Moshiach.

Explains the Radomsker, Hashem is a partner in our
efforts to bring Moshiach. The Almighty sees our efforts and
helps us along based on our intentions. By davening for
Moshiach for the wrong reasons, Hashem looks at us and
expresses that this is not the true peace and tranquility I
intended for that time. As such, Hashem will withhold his
support for our fefillos further hampering our efforts to
actually bring Moshiach and end the galus.

The truly righteous individuals amongst us understand this
and pray for the future arrival of Moshiach purely L’shem
Shamayim, for the sake of heaven and upon them the Navi
says, “Rejoice! Join in her jubilation ...”

"C, prevent him from reaching the podium, the rabbi put the

because he is most likely a worthy individual!
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Cedar wood was one of the materials used in building the Mishkan. The Medrash quotes Rav Chanina who said: “The world

¢ *was not fit to utilize cedar trees. They were created only for the Mishkan and the Bais Hamikdash.” What makes cedar trees so
¥ | profoundly unique that the world did not deserve them?

The Seforim Hakedoshim tell us that every physical thing in this world correlates to something Ruchniyusdik. A cedar tree is

"C, no different. Rebbi Elazar was once riding his donkey when an exceedingly ugly man approached him. Rebbi Elazar made a

disparaging comment to him, and when the Talmidim found out, he said in regret, “A person should always be soft like a reed

»“ and not stiff like a cedar.” (Taanis 20). A cedar tree represents strength, resolve and firmness. Even today, cedar trees are

known for their quality and resilience, and are often the source of solid wood products used in furniture. It is this midah that

RV naturally has no place in this world, as Rebbi Elazar said, but for the Mishkan and Bais Hamikdash, it certainly did. Why is that?

There is a fascinating Gemara in Yoma (72). “Perhaps you will say, now that the Mishkan is no longer in use, their hope is

| ‘rt,"“ lost and their chance is over. Therefore, the posuk states "©TW" - to indicate that they “stand forever and ever.” The owp,
% | like other parts of the Mishkan, were buried in the ground, and while the gold plate would naturally last, the wood should have
"' *] become wormy and rotten. But it did not. Says the Shem Mishmuel, this idea is to give strength to us Yidden. The purpose of
,“ "‘,\,{ the Mishkan was to show how much Hashem loves us, and His desire to dwell amongst His children. One may have thought
& | that today when we have no Home for Hashem, we should give up. Why would Hashem desire us even in such a morally low
X5, state? For this reason, Hashem chose cedars to be the source for the wood. To signify the lasting endurance of the bond we

have with Hashem. Even today, we remain steadfast in our connection with Hashem, tough and undecayed, just like the cedar.




