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On behalf of thousands of Shomer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply helps families of Melandim, Agunos and Grushos in Eretz Yisroe! at ZERO expense

A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Kashrus in the Kitchen (75). Toiveling Food Storage Items.
Darkei Teshuva (1) documents a difference of opinion between
later Poskim whether a storage vessel, like metal or glass
canisters used for storing flour, need fevilah. One one hand,
these items have no role in preparing the food, or eating it either.
This logic would deem them to not be klei seudah. On the other
hand, one could say that he is storing food for the meal. The
ruling given is to be oivel without a beracha. Examples of this
are bread boxes and canisters used for flour, sugar and coffee.
Chiddush of Three Gedolim. Three Gedolei Olam, from their
own logic, all wrote the following chiddush: The above-
mentioned ruling to be foivel storage items is only for those
items that are not brought to the table. Items that are brought to
the table are considered klei seudah and do require tevilah with a
beracha. The three Gedolim are R’ Moshe 22l ), R’ Shlomo
Zalman z¢’l 3) and R’ Nissim Karelitz z#”’l @). This relevant
halacha applies to salt shakers, fruit baskets, bowls that hold
salad, sugar or chrein, wine decanters and pitchers.
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According to the above, the following rule will apply to a
thermos. If the casing is made of metal or glass and is brought to
the table, or the user drinks directly from the thermos [usually
while traveling], one is toivel it with a beracha. If it is made of
plastic, or if it is made from metal but used to pour into cups that
are then brought to the table, one is foivel without a beracha.
Nut Cracker. At first glance one would say that a nutcracker,
which doesn’t actually touch the food (seed), just the shell, does
not require tevilah. However in sefer Tevilas Keilim [R’ Tzvi
Cohen] (), he brings from R’ Shlomo Zalman that one could
possibly say that the shell is batul (nullified) to the edible seed
and it is like it is touching the food. However, he adds () that if
the norm is to bring a nut to the table with its shell and crack it
there, the shell is certainly deemed a part of the food and it should
be immersed with a beracha. Shevat Halevi (7) disagrees and
says since the nutcracker does not improve the food, but only
removes the outer shell, it does not need tevilah. Because of these
doubts one should be roivel a nutcracker without a beracha.
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man " 5y mmws 3527 - The o9 says y1an Ty X, singular tense, rather than wa», and we leamn that 255 alone went to yan to be
SHamn by the T »map. His tefilah was: “Dox 1 nxyn Hxze onnn by wipa ymax’. Tosfos asks from a Gemara in mo1a that says omn
aren't aware of what's going on in v'my, so why did 255 daven to the smax and answers that through the Tefillos the o are informed in omw
and they are Y9amn on the person’s behalf. The A" [» ©"o 7'v] brings YnvvYe B»n  that those who make o to visit mnapn 1 and
daven there, "omin o vt i 0 nxp”. When 255 went to yian, it was with the intention to daven in a nevtp owpn, so his tefillos would
be heard better. Also, we find if one was mvan the 1, then out of xwan 25 one goes to be Y13 Sy nonwn. But those that don't know these reasons,
he doesn't know why they go to mmapn 7. The n"a (seems to argue and) adds that "nv 33 yp»ninna5” and prvo px on those who go.

The Gemara [xv mmyn] asks why do we go to the cemetery on Fast days? 1) To humble ourselves and tell 'n we consider ourselves to be like
these onn. 2) "onM,onn WHY wpw 1" The ¥ [ o vyPN N"N] says that after a drought, people go to the mapn 71 and say we
are like the o buried here. The N"n9 adds that if there are no S map nearby, one may go to ©123»ap. The 2w brings the 8" that
this will only suffice according to the first answer but according to the 2 v that we are on wipan from the omn, one must go to Sxwr map.

The y"w ['779"0 xapn NN says that mympn v are 3w to go to m»nn ow manno , m1ap. The 2w explains the reason to go is because
a mMapn m1is a place of @pP1x PN & Mmixan are Hapm there better. However, one should not direct his tefillos at the oo, rather one
should beseech the y"wa1 to have mvann on him mova the Tzadikim buried there. Rav Moshe discusses this issue [ "o n'n n™x "] and
quotes 9x099 B»n 9 who is M1 papan and the n"a who says 7272 N P, but adds that we see in the ovra and Moo that we ask
oININ o be Yoamn for us, like the tefilla of onnn oM. So we see there is a monnin this regard because the owYa s5ya were e oY),

R’ Moshe writes that many Sxae» s5vra hold it is wox and he saw brought that Rav Chaim Volozhiner didn't say the nmobo of omna sonon.
R’ Moshe says that his own father replaced on xxo10 with the words obwn max, and didn't say "obwn yaxon 0w /mo72" on mav Y. He
defends the oo My who wrote the owvva by saying maybe these oonb1n are different because they have already been appointed by ' to
defend us before him, so we request of them that they perform their nanxa mvow. Regarding davening to omn, R' Moshe says there are
svaros o9 woa. There is a svara to say that even those who don't say the @wwa might hold that the mwaws feel the = of the people so it is
more v to be wpan from them than from oo that are not waxwa the 9w of people. w'y

R’ Zalman Sorotzkin zt”’I (Oznaim L’Torah) would say:
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“oNYn X2 M NXONN' - The posuk states Yonwn XY' and not "onwn &Y' to tell us that even if one shechts a mother, and his
friend shechts the son, on the same day, they are still 2»n (Chulin 82). How is it that one Jew can shecht an animal (mother)
but now places an issur on the rest of the world from shechting (the son)? We see from here how connected every single
Jew is with each other. Since we are all one neshama that is separated into different bodies, we say ‘Kol Yisroel Areivim Zeh
Lazeh.” Thus, the posuk uses a plural issur Yonwn N>’ to indicate that what one Jew does can affect all of Klal Yisroel.”

A Wise Man would say: “Blll_s_y hands achieve more than idle tongues.”
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Throughout the world, patients waiting for liver transplants are prioritized based on the severity of their illness, as
measured by what’s called the Model for End-Stage Liver Disease (MELD) score. The score uses blood tests to determine
how urgently a patient needs a liver transplant within the next three months. The sicker one is, the higher the score.
Another important determination is if the liver is a match from the donor to the recipient. Better matching of the donor
organ to the recipient will improve transplant outcomes and benefit the overall waiting list by minimizing failures and the
need for re-transplantation. Very often, patients become quite sick by the time they receive a call to have their liver
transplant. Not all survive. Some patients grow worse suddenly, and become too sick to receive a transplant.

There was a religious woman from New York, sick with liver disease 7", who was approved for a liver transplant, however,
she waited over five years to get a call from the national registry or any transplant center to schedule her transplant. Her
husband was a Baal Tzedakah who supported institutions as well as individual Jews. One of the Jews he supported was a
Yerushalmi Yid who would frequently travel to kivrei Tzaddikim to daven for this woman and for others. One year, a few days
before Lag Baomer, the man called and asked the Yerushalmi if he could make a special trip to Meron in order to daven for
his wife at the kever of Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai on Lag BaOmer. He suggested that the yid go to Meron for Shabbos and

remain there until after Lag BaOmer. “Unfortunately, my wife’s health is deteriorating fast, and she needs fefillos. I'll pay for &

the taxi and for all the expenses involved.” The Yerushalmi Yid obliged and went to Meron before Shabbos.

He spent almost every waking moment at the tomb of the Tzaddik and poured his heart out for her recovery.

That Shabbos, there was a fatal car accident in New York, leaving the driver dead. His liver was an exact match for this
woman. However, there were two other people (not Jewish) ahead of her in line for the liver transplant. Time was of the
essence and the transplant center at a nearby medical center tried to call the person next in line. After trying numerous times,
they could not get hold of him. So the hospital moved on to the next person on the list. They called the second person in line
to come down to the hospital for an immediate transplant. This man came directly to the hospital, but as they were prepping
him for surgery, he suddenly became traumatized and refused to go through with the operation. No amount of coaxing or
convincing could change the man’s mind, and he quickly got dressed and ran out of the hospital.

Now, it was the religious woman’s turn. The problem was, how would the hospital reach her if she wouldn’t pick up the
phone on Shabbos? One of the surgeons had the number of a prominent rabbi who he knew would pick up a phone on
Shabbos in the case of medical emergencies and pikuach nefesh. From time to time, he had called and gotten through. The
doctor called and the rabbi picked up the phone. “We have a viable liver for a religious woman. We need to get in contact
with her immediately. The liver is just what she needs, but if she will not come now, it will be given away to someone else.”

The rabbi understood the severity of the matter and decided that the first thing he would try is to call the woman’s home
directly. The hospital had tried but she did not pick up. (On one occasion when she was a very sick patient in the hospital, the
hospital had called her home and they picked up because it was understood that it might be an emergency.) Perhaps they will
answer the phone when he called. He dialed the number the surgeon had given him and a child picked up! The child hadn’t
thought about it and just miraculously (by Divine Providence) picked up the phone. Quickly, the rabbi was able to inform the
family that she must get to the hospital immediately as this was pikuach nefesh and she might never get another chance like
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he question here is obvious: "7y DX NAY Py M"? Why is Shabbos mentioned right here and right now, at this

"C, juncture? (We’ll get to Rashi’s pshat soon. See also the Vilna Gaon z#”’l who has a brilliant interpretation.)

We know that the word "1ym" refers to a meeting place. Our ©2 O, in which we are 931 05w, is an opportunity to

"ﬁ\ %] meet and connect with Hashem in a personal and private way. Shabbos, when we think about it, affords us this very same
w% | concept. Hence, it is also called a 7ymn.

Perhaps we can a dd the following mawnn. Shabbos is a constant; it occurs every seventh day of the week. Its nwyTp
emanates directly from Hashem. Yom Tov, however is enacted through beis din and their kiddush hachodesh. Thus, when

"c, the Torah refers to Shabbos, it says »1¥w 0N NPN - These are My Moadim, the holy days of Hashem. On the other hand,
¥%. | when discussing the Yamim Tovim, the ©7ym, the Torah states: "WIpN WN".

Rashi we alluded to earlier, quotes Chazal and explains the needed connection. Anyone who does not keep the Moadim,

¥:&| it’s as if he also defiles the Shabbos. What is the deeper meaning here? The Ksav Sofer z£’I explains that people need one

day off a week to enable them to relax, and rejuvenate. So the fact that one is not working on Shabbos does not necessarily

3 %] mean that he’s observing it nnwd. He’s simply taking his requisite day off to recalibrate, as explained. But, by his being

TTYIN NN 7290 - one shows that his intentions in keeping Shabbos were pure.
Connecting to Shabbos is an avodah. Yet realizing that it’s our weekly chance to advance our family’s kesher with
Hashem should make it easier. As Chazal teach us: when we propetrly honor the Shabbos, we hasten the geula, 187> 12!
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"G m: When the Vizhnitzer Rebbe, R’ Moshe Yehoshua
,“ Hager zt’l, attended the wedding of his chasid Chatzkel’s

daughter, he stayed a bit longer than usual and when he got

%] up to leave the wedding hall, he requested of Chatzkel to call

him when he got home. “Rebbe,” Chatzkel said, ‘I don’t want

(t to shter the Rebbe. There is a mitzvah tantz tonight and I won’t

be home until close to 4 am!”
But the Rebbe insisted. So, at 4 o’clock in the morning

when Chatzkel got home, he dialed the gabbai’s number
| who immediately went to the Rebbe, as he was instructed.

The Rebbe washed his hands and got on the phone. “The

5 -‘ chasuna was really beautiful, no?” he inquired. Chatzkel
| affirmed, indeed it was everything he had hoped it to be.

“How many guests came?” The Rebbe inquired, “Which

about so and so?” Chatzkel answered each question. The
conversation continued for another 20 minutes as they
discussed the different aspects of the wedding.

When the Rebbe eventually hung up, the gabbai could not

contain his curiosity. This was the one of the most unusual
things he’d ever seen. The Rebbe explained: “‘Chatzkel just
married off his tenth and last child. Usually, when the family
comes home after a wedding, they reminisce and rehash the
entire event, discussing the guest, the band, the food and how
it all played out. However, as you know, Chatzkel is a recent
widower. I thought about how much pain he would have
when he came home to an empty house. He needed someone
to discuss the wedding with!”
Yens: The forty-nine days of sefirah are days of
contemplation. We contemplate our personal thoughts and
actions, as well as how we treat others. Only then are we
ready for Kabbolas HaTorah and the Yom Tov of Shavuos.

"C, Rabbanim came later? Did so and so make it? And what

R e A L AR S g

FIANT TN 033 DR 9N N
(N-X3) ... TP N NS w5 OrON

this. Indeed, the call and the transplant saved her life. Within weeks, the woman recovered fully from her disease.
The woman and her husband thank Hashem every day for this miracle. They believe it all happened because of the tefillos
at the tomb of Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai, the place which the Shlah HaKadosh testifies: “Miracles occur there.”
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In this week’s Haftorah, Yechezkel HaNavi details how
Hashem was pleased with the Bnei Tzadok who maintained
the service of the Bais Hamikdash even when Klal Yisroel
went astray. In the future when Moshiach reveals himself to
the world, everyone will see Hashem’s glory and might, and
the Kohanim, specifically the Bnei Tzadok, will be the ones
ministering the Almighty. But what is the significance of
having only the Bnei Tzadok ministering Hashem?

The Chida, R’ Chaim Yosef Dovid Azulai z#”’] explains
that Chazal tell us, "mx Py»on v Xan" - “One who comes
to purify himself, [Hashem] assists him.” This means that
regardless of a person’s spiritual status, if he wants to cleanse
himself and draw closer to Hashem, the Almighty will indeed

A PENETRATING ANALYSIS OF THE WEEKLY
HAFTORAH BY R’ TZVI HIRSCH HOFFMAN

make it easier for him to do just that.

Says the Chida, in the times of Moshiach, Hashem will use
the Bnei Tzadok who epitomize the ideal of spiritual purity -
since they always remained steadfast in their adherence to
Him - to serve as role models for the rest of the nation.

Thus, it is extremely important for the nation to see the Bnei
Tzadok at Hashem’s side as they strive for greatness and
spiritual purity. But more importantly, the Bnei Tzadok
represent the idea of always being prepared and ready to do
the holy work of ministering to the ratzon of Hashem.

So, even now when we await the arrival of Moshiach we
can take a lesson from the Bnei Tzadok and try to prepare for
that special time by working on our spirituality.
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The secret of success in chinuch is how we speak to our children. Rashi tells us that the reason it says twice in the posuk

~ ¢ *TO SAY” (' N is to teach the adults what to say to children. And what should they say? “BNEI AHARON”! This is
¢%. | not only to WHOM it should be said; this is also WHAT should be said! In other words, says the Cheshev Sofer z¢I, tell your
'| children, “YOU are the great and holy children of Aharon. You must not make yourselves impure because YOU are special!”

The lesson here is that if you want to tell your child not to hang around with bad kids who influence him; if you want to tell

3 your child not to be involved with internet, facebook and smartphones, for they are bad for his neshama - what will make your
=] child listen to you? If you say you will be very angry and will punish him, he will probably figure out how to do it without you

knowing. But if you tell him, “My dear child, you are so precious and beloved to Hashem and to me. You are all that I have

=Yz and you are not like everyone else. You are special, you are holy, you have the potential for greatness that is not found by

everyone. You should not make yourself impure because you are special!” This is the concept known as “Past Nisht” - it is

| ‘rt,"“ unbecoming, it is not befitting someone of your stature to do something wrong - this is the proper way to educate children!

There are two paths in avodas Hashem: "y 70" - stay away from evil, and "1 nwy" - do good. Says the Kotzker Rebbe

”' *| 22”1, the way to stay away from evil is by doing good! Only with good will one get good! It is not necessary to harp on the
¥% ] negative. Giving our children speeches on all the things they do wrong will usually create anger and resistance. Praising our
S | children for what they do right and telling them how special they are - this will Bezras Hashem create self-confidence and pride
{51 in themselves and a desire to please their parents.

Talk to your kids like they are truly special and you will be pleasantly surprised!




