
 /// v,egmfv vtrtu tb vsrt(tf-jh)vjfu,v hfrsu ,cuj - 
   tkg vbuan v,hn vudrva ,jt vchr ,egm 'v,egmfv uars ubh,ucr :h"ar

thvv thuvw :tuv lf oa trndv iuak /(:ye ihrsvbx) ekjc arupnf 'hbgk iuzn vb,ba
lu,c hbgk ,p vthmuva] tcmjc thbgk t,phr tepn te ,uvs [vrgb v,hv] t,hcr
kg vuneutu tacus vuhpa '[rcsv vkd,v] t,kn htkdht [ohn cutak vtmhaf vsf
utc] vukftu hruchz t,t /[vnujv dd kg vushngvu acsc v,ut ufx] trua rdht
vsuvh cr rntu 'wvcr hf vrungu ousx ,egz wv rnthuw :ch,fs ubhhvu /[vukftu ohrucs
,uhrzft ahjnnu tycn ift uz vagn /oa trndv iuak f"g 'wvchr hexg kg :cr rnt
uexg tk o,xv inu 'v,uagk ousx hbc kf ufrmuv tk vagnk lt 'ghru jt vk ihta

?ousx hbc kf kg vhkf ,rhzd urzdh if ot vnku 'ohabt vzht ot hf vzc
ohrpxn k"zj hrv 'teus vz ,ugar vagn kg obhs rzd o,jb vnk ihcvk ah sug     
ka tscugn o,drsc ohkpub obht vnvu 'ousx hbc uaga ohrunju ohtrub ohagn sug
vhv ot 'iukk ouen aecnu jrut rcug hbg ovhkt tucca odvbn vhva iudfu 'uz vchr
uhvu 'vhkg u,ut ohchfan uhvu 'vrme vyhn uhbpk ohb,ub uhv vnue vcd ost u,ut
vyhn uhbpk ohb,ub uhv vnue lunb tuv vhv otu /vyhnv in ohtmuhv uhkdr ,t ohf,uj
sg 'vyhnv ,shnk upud ,t lhrtvk hsf ohssmv wcn upud ,t ihfaun uhvu vfurt
'iuhgrv kg ohkhcvnv ,uhrzftu ,ugar ka vajnv ov ohrcsv ukt od /uapb jba

?obhs ou,jk vnrd teus thva vchrv og tscugv ka ,uphsgv thv vnu
   vrzdbu ihsv ,shn vjmba (/vb ,ca) trndc vfurtc rtucnv hp kg cahhk ahu

ujhn tk hf 'u"h, sg ;"ktn vkuf vru,v kf ,t unhhea ohehsmv kg vhkf ,rhzd

 wudu vbsg hk v,hv h,kc hrjt rntk vcrec vra ejm,u
 /// rcs vn tkphv(sh-ch jh)"kufh kfv" ,"hava vbunt - 

    tohsav ?sku ihbugy ukkv ohcrev rapt vrntu vhgnc ,kf,xn 'vcrec" :hwwar
ubnt vraa ogyva 'h"ar hrcsn gnab uyuapf /k"fg "?ckj ihfaun uenma ukkv
ihtu h,bezv rcf hrva 'sku iugy hpud vhvha if,h tk hf vrnta ouan ubhhv 'vejm

j] /"rcs wvn tkphv" v"cev vbnn gc, vz kgu /h,kufhcrvrvk ubk iht oukau xrjt 
/[,"havc vbunt ihbgc kusd suxh vzn sunkk er ubt ohtc kct ',uausev ,uvntv

 c,fu    iiii""""ccccnnnnrrrrvvvvajf, lht ,esmv vthcbc vn, hbt 'rntk vra ajf,u" :k"zu 
hbhgc vtrbvu ?ohvkt hftkn hrcsk vbhntv tk vnk odu 'thcbk oav rnt ratc
racu 'ovc rhfv u,nfjc tuvu 'ovrct kt utc 'ohabtf ohtrbv 'vktv ohftknv hf
ihbgf 'ov iuhkg hftkn hf vgsh tku ',gnua vrau 'ic vraku lhkt cuat cua u,ut
v,ut ohatv v"cevu /// kkf o,ut v,tr tk hkutu /(u 'dh ohypua) jubn ,atc
vagh if int" rnt,a ut 'ihnt,a vk hutru 'vhbhgc gbnb rcsv vhv vnk ovrctk
vhv vhkg f"pgt 'skhk vhutr v,hv tk gcyv lrs p"ga ;ta 'rnukf /k"fg '"wv

/v"cevn vgc,b z"gu ',uagk ,"hav ,kufhc ihta rcs ihta rund iujycc ihntvk

'ortuum kg rkuev ,t uk, ujn tku ,ujnk ovhkg vhva iuhfu 'vrhcg hrcug hshc
tkt sckc uz tku 'kgupc vrhcgv ,t uaga ohgarv uabgba abug u,utc uabgbu
icruj oda '(:vb ihyhd) wndc hnb ubhmnu /,uhbgrupvk vkj,vv uhv ohehsmv ukt
vz kfk vchxvu /tmne rcu tmnes vagnc ujhn tka ,njn tc asenv ,hc
aha iuhfu 'u,grn kusjh lfn vtmu,fu tyujv ,t rrugk vtjnv jfc hf tuv

/kgupc utag ukhtf vz hrv 'cfgn ubhtu tyjv ,t cfgk u,kufhc
uk uhv sjt kfu 'ohtyju ohgr uhv ift ousx habta 'rnuk ah runtv hp kg    
o,hcc uhagn ,t sjt kf uaga sug kf lt 'ukan ,ubudnu ,u,jaun ,ushn
vhv u,ugar smn sjt kfu vz ka uhagnk vz ka uhagn v"cev ;rhm tk vgbhmc

c chujn'vnujv kgn rhgv ,umujc v,hv vchrv og tscugv lt 'ukan hyrp abug
unjkn i,h rat ahtk vagh vffa ugshu utrh okufa hsf vkhj, vbuufc ,tz uagu

 /rcsc ohp,ua uhv onmg ov ukhtf rcsv cajb ujhn tku utr okufa iuhfu 'hbgk
iurjtv iuhxbv oda (s 'yh ikvk) i,arp lanvc h"ar hrcsc od ohtur ifu     
h"ar iuakfu 'v,chxc ,uhbgrupk ujn tka ukt ,t uprhm ousx habt ,t uxhba
ihtaw :k"zu wvmen ogv kf ///,hcv kg ucxb ousx habt rhgv habtuw cu,fv kg
hta 'h"ar ,buuf ,t wohnfj h,pawv oa arpna hpfu woshc vjun ovn sjt
tkt 'yuk ka u,hc ka u,ks ,j, ughpuv rhgv hbc kfa vbuufva rnuk rapt
if kgu 'lf kg ujhn tku 'vna ,hagbv vtjnv rcs kg ugsh okufa jrfvc

/vnatv rcs ,t okuf kg ukhyv
otc vtjnv ,cujc rhvz ,uhvk rrug,vk ubhkg kyun uz h"ar ubhsnkc if kg     
vjnh ot eru 'vzk vz ohcrg ktrah kf hf ',uumnv in ,jtc as urhcja vtur

 /,uhbgrupv in u,kuz apb ,tu uapb ,t yknh ,uumnc kzkznv hshc
 c,fu    kkkktttteeeezzzzjjjjhhhh    rrrruuuutttt))))    iiiihhhhhhhhyyyyaaaabbbbhhhhuuuuggggkkkk    kkkktttteeeezzzzjjjjhhhh    wwwwrrrr:k"zu ihbgv rtck (y"b wng vbunt '

skhk vsh,ga ohftknv ,frck vbhntv tk gusn v"g ubnt vran v"cev gc,"
vran vghc,v thv vn ihcvk lhrm vrutfku /itf ah vbunt iurxj ukhtfu ic
ohfrcnv ov tnkgc ohjruta v,hv vrucxu 'ov ohftkna vgsh tk hrvu ubnt
iht gcyv smn f"tu 'ohabf jrut vrak ,uhvk ksj hrvu /yuhsv ,frc v,ut
hbg tuch ratf ubnmgk tb rhhmb /ovh,ufrck ihnt,a gusnu sk,a ,urapt
tkv ohbck vfz,a vbfrch uk i,,a ,gcu vcsb vbnn aechu ohga, ,c vatk

"?v"g vran ,"hav ,ghc,u ,bgy v,hv vnu /kf hbhgc cajh vghs rxjk
vfhrm vnf sg ub,tn ohgcu,a vghc,v ksud tfvn ibhzj" :ktezjh wr c,fu    
oua iht v"cev shcu 'lrc,h trucv hshc iu,b kfva iuhfa /,gdn ub,bunt ,uhvk
',uhvk kufha rcs kfc ihntvk ub,cujn ifk '.upjh rat kf ,uagkn vghbn
ihntvk chhj u,urgb hnhk ruzjk sh,gnu vba vtn ic iezk kjtb ratf v,gnu
vfzbu htukv rnuk lhrm ifku 'rcs wvn tkph tk hrva 'wv iumr vhvh lf ift rnuku
ukhtf tmnb vzc kzkznu ljdn osta ,gcu /ubrucgc if vagh v"ceva uktn ,uhvk
vbunt iurxju ukhtf tmnb vzcu 'ohhe,vk kufh rcsva ,uthmnc ,tz ihta rnutu

bn oua lhha tks ihntvk tuv vbuntv ,cuja 'uhrcsn rtucnu /k"fg '"itfvgh
/vbuntv hrehgc uk rxj if ihntn ubhta hnu '"kufh kf" w,h tuva 'rcs ,uagkn

"tne tcc ,fxnk vnsev" - The  [ihehzb ,uhbank vnsevc]o"cnr  says the first masechta of ihehzb rsx is divided into 3 ohekj [c"c 'n"c 'e"c] and
starts with Bava Kama which discusses o,rhnau ihehzb. The first order of business for a ypua should be to eradicate [ekxn] all ihehzn from under
his jurisdiction. After that, he should concentrate on correcting other things in the city. This is why e"c is the first ,fxn.

ihhyarckhz ejmh wr [snj heuaj]      was approached by a newly appointed tr,ts trn who created a “To Do” list of things he wanted to correct in
his kehilla. Like checking the scales and measurements in local retail stores for accuracy, mediating complaints from employees about their
employers, and arguments between neighbors. He also noticed some uncovered ditches and unsupervised livestock roaming around the town.
He asked which is the most important issue to deal with first? ihhyarckhz wr answered that based on the above o"cnr his first order of business is
to eliminate all uncovered ditches and dangerous livestock. After that had been put under control, he should move on to the rest of the list.

 [vgcrt v"s] wxu,     explains why in some places in x"a the tb, doesn’t use the word "iv". like in our Mishnah, whereas there are other places
that use the word "iv", like by "iv ihrnua vgcrt". van wr [van ,urcs] explains that wxu, is trying to underscore that we must be esesn on every
word of the vban. This is a great vru,v sucf to be ihhgn in every word and if at first glance it might seem extra, delve into it and figure out why this
word is used. This is a great vru,v sucf to show that there is not even one word that is extra and unnecessary. This is what is meant [vyux wxn]
"vru,v sucf kyc g"r ,nan", because he was arus every ,ut kf ka .ueu .ue, and certainly he was arus the seemingly extra words.
    The ohburjt kler [wsh ,ut't"p kzgv ict] what is the chhjn that makes the owner of a ehzn responsible to pay for the damages? Some learn it is the
vghap of not doing a proper vrhna on the ehzn that makes the owner ihnuka,c chhj. Some learn that just like one is chhj if he himself damages
another party, he is chhj if his iunn damages. Some bring a proof from our Mishnah that says "lhkg i,rhnau", we see the chhjn is the vrhna or lack
thereof. Some bring the txrhd of the ;"hr and a"tr in our Mishnah that adds "lbunnu". From this we see the chhjn is because it’s your iunn.

rmkn /z /t wr     brings a n"epb in the above kler. If the ruav kgc left the door open, but someone else came and closed it, and afterwards the rua digs
out from underneath and damages. If the chhjn is for lack of vrhna, here there was a vrhna, even though it wasn’t done by the owner, vagnk it was
runa, so he would be ruyp. If we say the chhj,n is because it’s your iunn and as long as you do a vrhna you’re ruyp because you are an xbut, here
you can’t use the vbgy of “I watched it properly” and I’m an xbut, because in our case you didn’t watch it properly! So, in this case, you would be chhj.    

                                                                                                                                                                                                              

R’ Yisroel Meir Hakohen Kagan zt”l (Chofetz Chaim) would say:
    “wkvtv j,pn o,trek .rhu trhuw - How did Avraham Avinu run toward the angels if he was in the third day after his
Bris, which is the hardest and most painful day? The angel that was sent to heal him was not going to use any sort of
medicine or special remedy; rather, just the point of the angel meeting Avraham would be enough to heal him. That is
why it says, ‘He saw’ (the angels), Avraham became healed, and then he was able to ‘run towards them.’”

A Wise Man would say: “One of the most beautiful qualities of true friendship is to understand and to be understood.”                   
     “Insincerity is always weakness; sincerity even in error is strength.”                              
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         A SERIES IN HALACHA
       LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Kashrus in the Kitchen (86).  The Jewish Kitchen (cont.) 
Solutions to the Problem of Bishul Akum. Last week we
mentioned one solution to issues that can come up when there is
gentile help in the house: having frozen pre-cooked foods that
don’t require cooking, but rather thawing and warming. This is
not considered as if a gentile is cooking and is permitted. Even if
there is some final cooking and improvement to an almost cooked
item [as sometimes is the case], it is permitted because once a Yid
cooked it to one-third (htxurs ic kftn) of its fully cooked state, the
final act of the gentile’s cooking is not a problem (1).

Additional Solutions. As Ashkenazim, we rely on the well-
known leniency of the RM’A (2) that if a Yid lights the fire
(stove) or turned on an appliance and then a gentile put food in
or on it, it is deemed as if the Yid became a participant in the
cooking and is thus permitted. Even though the Mechaber,
Sephardim and some Ashkenazi Poskim argue on this leniency,
the Ashkenazi custom is to be lenient. In most contemporary
cases there’s usually other combining factors which help us rely
on this RM’A. For example, the fact that most cases take place

      

in  Jewish homes, which according to one opinion does not need
Bishul Yisroel. Also, paid gentile help might have the leniency
that such a relationship [employer/worker] with a gentile will not
lead to intermarriage. Sephardim, or Ashkenazim who do not
want to rely on this leniency, will have to put the food on the fire
themselves. This works even if the fire was lit by a gentile. In dire
circumstances, even Sephardim can rely on the above leniency (3).
    Another way to be machmir is to light the fire after the gentile
has put the pot on top of the range. This is not Bishul Akum
because the gentile only prepared the item to be cooked. 
Leniency Used by Kashrus Agencies. Today, a mashgiach can
remotely turn on electric heat for cooking, by phone or computer,
by dialing a code and turning on a cooking appliance. This kula
has been sanctioned by Rav Elyashiv zt”l as written in Shvus
Yitzchok and is currently done in many places. According to
Ashkenazim, it will work even for food put in later and for
Sephardim it will work for food that is already in the oven. There
is a discussion about using time-clocks for these leniencies in the
home and factory which will be explained next week, IY”H.

 



    The very first words of the parsha tell us that Hashem appeared to Avraham. What does that mean? How did He appear to
Avraham if He has no form? And if Hashem appeared to Avraham, what was so difficult about the 10 tests that he had to pass? If
Hashem comes to you and tells you to get up and leave your home, would you think to do otherwise? If Hashem told you to listen
to your spouse, would it be hard for you to do so? Would you not be willing to follow His explicit and clear command? What was
so challenging about the challenges of Avraham if Hashem appeared to him and made it clear that this is what he has to do?
    Every one of us has moments in our lives that Hashem appears to us. Those times when we hear Hashem so clearly, when we
see the Hand of Hashem orchestrating events in a way that it is obviously only Him! The game of life is like “Hide and Seek.”
Hashem is hiding and we need to seek Him. Hashem is everywhere, but He is hiding. There are times, however, that He appears to
us. He makes Himself very clear. And then He leaves! We are left with the inspiration of that revelation, but that too will dissipate
if we do not do something with it. “And Hashem appeared to Avraham” is a lesson for every descendant of Avraham Avinu.
     The miraculous stories that are pouring in from the last few weeks here in Eretz Yisroel are truly inspiring. There is Hester
Panim (Hashem is hiding) and there is Gilui Shechina (Hashem is clearly here) intertwined. Our job at this time, as in all times,
is to hold onto our faith that Hashem is truly here ALL THE TIME, even when we cannot see Him clearly. We must hold onto
those moments when Hashem appears to us, when His hashgacha is clear and our Emunah is strong. And then, we must hold
tight when He seems to have removed Himself from within our midst. After that, we must hold onto the memory of His
appearance in our lives and inspire ourselves with Emunah that although we do not always see Him or feel Him, He is right there
hiding. We must open open our eyes and hearts and truly make Him appear, because after all, He is right here in front of us! 

     The words, "vtrh wv" appear twice in this posuk with the second time appearing to be superfluous. Why are these words
written twice, and also why are the nekudos different in both cases, connoting a different meaning? 
     The Vilna Gaon zt”l explains this disparity by way of a mashal, a parable. A king had a very beloved son who was the
apple of his eye. To protect the prince, he would send along armed bodyguards wherever the boy went. One day, the son
did a terrible misdeed against the kingdom and was banished from the palace. The king who still loved his son, sent along
non-descript soldiers to ensure his son’s safety. So, in reality, the son was still protected at all times, though it was
unbeknownst to him. The difference lies in the prince’s peace of mind. Did he still feel secure? 
     We are all princes. The Avos, Shevatim, and Dor Hamidbar had visible Divine protection. Avraham Avinu knew that
Klal Yisroel would be banished from their home, aka, the king’s palace. At that time, the special security would be gone,
leaving us to the clutches of the goyim. Avraham was therefore mispallel that at the very least, "v #t $r%h wv" - Hashem should
see and watch over us, albeit from in hiding. When Moshe wrote the Torah, the Jewish people were still enjoying this
shemira, this unique protection. Thus, it was "v #t &r'h wv rvc ouhv rnth rat" - that protection was visibly present. 
    Hence, the posuk aptly describes the golus as "///hbp rh,xt rh,xv hfbtu". This means that Hashem is with us, the Jewish
Nation. Yes, He is there, but simply “pretends” not to see.
    This idea is a chizuk for us in golus. Because, although we were smitten on many occasions, there transpired many
miracles and ,hyrp vjdav. This solidifies the above concept that although it’s hard to see Him at all times, Hakadosh
Boruch Hu is always there for us. May we be once again zoche to "v #t &r'h wv rvc" very speedily in our days, amein!                                                                                                   

                                                                                                                                                                                                              

/// uhkt tuc,u /// ,hnbav kt tre rnthu
 ///uhkdr kg kp,u tuc,u(zk-uk-s wc ohfkn)

/// trnn hbuktc wv uhkt trhu(t-jh) 

v�t �r h wv tUv"v oIe$n"v o%a o$v $r�c"t t $r�e h"u
v�t $r%h wv r"v�c oIH"v r%n$t%h r�a't /// (sh-cf)

vmrt uj,ahu kvtv j,pn o,trek .rhu trhu uhkg ohcmb ohabt vaka vbvu trhu uhbhg tahu///  (c-jh)
    Hashem sent three messengers to Avraham Avinu. Each of the malachim was tasked with a unique assignment. The angel
Michael came with the tidings that Sarah will have a son. Gavriel was assigned the task of destroying Sodom. Raphael came
to heal Avraham and aid his recovery from circumcision. He was then to proceed and rescue Lot. Raphael’s dual
responsibilities present a problem. We know that an individual angel can only be assigned a single mission. Rashi explains
that both of Raphael’s tasks involved salvation. Because of this common feature, a single angel could perform both tasks. 
     After the petirah of the Mir Rosh Yeshivah, R’ Nosson Tzvi Finkel zt”l, whose yahrzeit was this past week (11
Cheshvan), an entire series of books can be written about R’ Nosson Tzvi’s sterling qualities and abilities and how he
could channel his debilitating illness into further Torah study, attentive listening, articulate speech, intuitive understanding,
and so on. One of the qualities he was most known for is miut sichah (limited conversation). Considering that R’ Nosson
Tzvi met with thousands upon thousands of people each year and left an impression on each one of them, one would not
expect that quality to be among his attributes. Yet, as friendly and down-to-earth as the Rosh Yeshivah was, he was not a
man of many words. He didn’t waste words even when he was young and healthy, but in his later years, when every word
was an effort, he used words even more sparingly. Thus, when he gave someone a beracha, it had great importance. 
    About seven years before the Rosh Yeshivah’s passing, a talmid who had been in his first chaburah in the 1970’s, was
diagnosed on Chol HaMoed Pesach, without any prior warning, with stage IV lymphoma - an advanced stage that few
back then survived. The talmid lived in America and was understandably distraught. He needed to speak with R’ Nosson
Tzvi. Although it was already 11 o’clock at night in Eretz Yisroel, he called the Rosh Yeshivah directly from the hospital
where he had received the terrible diagnosis. “I’m sorry for the call,” he began, “but I’ve just been diagnosed with cancer.” 
     The Rosh Yeshivah instantly dropped the phone and the line went dead. The talmid had to call back. When the Rosh
Yeshivah picked up the phone the second time, his first words were, “Who was diagnosed with cancer?”
     “I was diagnosed with cancer,” the talmid replied, and R’ Nosson Tzvi recognized his voice. 
     “You’re going to be okay,” the Rosh Yeshivah said resolutely, after a moment’s pause. “I don’t want you to worry.” 
     The talmid still had to undergo extensive chemotherapy, but ultimately, his cancer went into remission - no small
miracle with a stage IV lymphoma. Unfortunately, he relapsed a while later, which is not uncommon with lymphomas. He
researched all the best cancer centers in the world and brought his findings to the Rosh Yeshivah to ask him what to do. 
     The Rosh Yeshivah told him that he wanted to discuss it with R’ Meilech Firer, the well-known medical-referral
specialist in Bnei Brak. They both traveled to Bnei Brak together, and the Rosh Yeshivah sat with Rabbi Firer for 45
minutes discussing the options. Ultimately, they decided that the talmid should go for a stem-cell transplant. 
    Before going in for the transplant, the talmid came to R’ Nosson Tzvi again and said, “Rosh Yeshivah, I am worried. I
need another havtachah (guarantee) from rebbi that all will go well and I will be cured.” 
    The Rosh Yeshivah was extremely weak; he could barely move. “I had a terrible week,” he explained, excusing his lack
of energy. “Today R’ Elya Baruch (Finkel) was niftar, and earlier this week a Yerushalmi yungerman in Yeshivah also
passed away, leaving behind ten children.” 
    “Please,” the talmid begged. “I really, really need this havtachah that this second set of treatments should work.” 
    The Rosh Yeshivah sat there for a long time, and then finally nodded his head. He gave the guarantee.
    Now, many years later, this talmid is completely clean, having survived cancer for a second time. Whether from the
merit of Torah or tefillah, the Rosh Yeshivah’s havtachah came true once again. (Adapted from “Rav Nosson Tzvi” Artscroll Publications) 
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gca rtcc kat gyhu /// dk-tf)(
llllyyyynnnn: There was once a poritz who needed to flee his
hometown on very short notice. He approached Reb Yosef, a
local Jew, and offered to sell him the entire village at a low
price. Reb Yosef did not have anywhere near the sum the
poritz was asking for, so he sold many of his possessions and
took loans from various people. He then took all the money
and made his way to the poritz house.  
    Suddenly he heard a woman sobbing bitterly. Upon invest-
igation, he learned that the woman had just lost her husband.
She had small children at home and no means to provide for
them. Overcome with mercy, Reb Yosef gave her all the
money in his pocket so she could raise her children in comfort.
    Reb Yosef’s deed caused a great tumult in Shamayim.
Here was a man who had sacrificed a future of great wealth

and honor to help a fellow Jew! Reb Yosef and his wife were
childless and the Heavenly Court decided that for his noble
deed, he would have a son who would illuminate the world.
    The Satan, however, vehemently argued that Reb Yosef’s
kind deed was a fluke; surely, he regretted his “foolish
mistake.” Reb Yosef needed to be tested. An old man appeared
to Reb Yosef and offered to purchase his mitzvah for whatever
he paid. Reb Yosef refused, saying that all the gold and silver
in the world could not compare in value to his mitzvah.
    The old man then informed him who he was and blessed
him with a baby boy in a year’s time. The child born
eventually became the great tzaddik and Chassidic Rebbe, R’
Menachem Mendel of Rimanov zt”l.
llllyyyynnnnpppp: We learn from Avraham Avinu’s “hotel” (kat), that a
person must always be prepared to help a fellow Jew. In this
way, he won’t become fazed when the opportunity arrives.

    In the Haftorah this week, Elisha HaNavi promised the
Shunamite woman a child in appreciation for her hospitality.
After a few short years, however, the child took ill and died.
The woman laid her child on Elisha’s bed and went to find
the holy prophet. After a failed attempt by Elisha’s servant
Geichazi, Elisha himself eventually entered and miraculously
revived the child. The Navi says that after reviving the child,
the woman “came before him [Elisha]...” and then again
“she came and fell at his [Elisha’s] feet ...” Why does the
Navi specify "tuc,u", that she came before Elisha twice?
    R’ Bentzion Aryeh Leib Cizling zt”l explains that Elisha
HaNavi was extra careful in his interaction with others and
especially when conversing with women. In fact, he took the

stringency against speaking with women quite seriously and
it was one of the chief reasons he employed Geichazi - to act
as an intermediary for him. Thus, the first time the woman
came before Elisha, she was really interacting with Geichazi.
But the Shunamite woman was unlike other women, and she
knew Elisha very well. She was exceptionally righteous and
after interacting with Geichazi regarding reviving her son, she
then went before Elisha himself to properly thank him. 
    Normally, Elisha would not have interacted with the
woman, but he knew that she was exceedingly righteous as
well as extremely modest. He also understood why she came
before him a second time, and he allowed her to show her
appreciation before leaving for the city of Gilgal.
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