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On behalf of thousands of Shomer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply helps families of Melandim, Agunos and Grushos in Eretz Yisroe! at ZERO expense

A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Kashrus in the Kitchen (64). Tevilas Keilim: Immersion of
Food Utensils. Which materials are obligated in Tevilas Keilim?
The Gemara () says that fevilah is only required by Torah law
on metal utensils. This refers to the posuk in Bamidbar ) where
the Torah lists a number of metal vessels that were captured from
gentiles during warfare which require cleansing from fumah, and
removing treif tastes with kashering. Hinted there is another
obligation to immerse food utensils made from certain metals. The
metals listed there are gold, silver [which cannot mean pure silver
which is too soft to use, but rather when silver is the main metal
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ceramic are exempt from tevilas Keilim.

‘“New’’ Metals. There are other metals not mentioned in the Torah
that have been discovered or brought into common usage. These
include aluminum, zinc and nickel. The Tiferes Yisroel in his
introduction to Taharos @ and Aruch Hashulchan ) assume
that all these new metals are included in the six metals listed in
the Torah. However, R’ Moshe Feinstein z¢”’1 ) and Machaze
Eliyahu (7 hold that they are only obligated Rabbinically just like
glass is obligated because of its similarity to metal.

Included in Glass. Included in the Rabbinic decree to toivel

glass utensils are items made from pyrex, duralex crystal and
corelle. Corelle is a type of glass, and plates and bowls made
from it require fevilah with a beracha. However, cups which
used to be made the same way as plates and bowls are currently
obligated to be immersed Rabbinically. Even though it is only a  regular ceramic. They are even less than glazed china which
Rabbinic mitzvah, one does say the beracha on this tevilah 3. many toivel without a beracha. These cups and mugs are coated

Vessels made of wood, cardboard, styrofoam, earthenware and ith shellac or similar coatings that are not glass or metal.
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PN P MY P oA, If so, why does the Gemara [> o] call a v a xon? R’ Chaim answers that when seeing a sotah in her disgrace
one should refrain from y», but without a <. It is only one that makes a v who is called a xvn. Rav Shach zt” answers that the fact he was
exposed to see the sotah in this state, is an indication that he was oiver a different aveira. When told of this pshat, R Chaim said, the Tosefta
says one who sees an aveira being committed is because he was oiver a different aveira, and one who witnesses a mitzvah is a maz because
he did a different mifzvah. ' " mynaw Sxi e xnaom ] But, asks R' Chaim, the Gemara [:n nvyo] says that women are obligated
to witness the sotah nop5a and for men it is only a mw, but the drasha of nonoy nn is going on women also and they are commanded
to attend and witness her. If so, how can they be held liable for seeing her and need to be Y ya»»? Itis a 2vn for them to go and observe!

The ©"2199 ['5,2"9 M%) says M is 102N NN AN Yv2 X, A nazir min yava, becomes a ooy v since we don't have the w'pnina
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interesting w5 when describing v ono. He says, "oy owiown mna pr. [N ,3'a v 'on] The 9o ['v11'v] paskens if one makes a
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forever? He anwers that since by my») one is making himself assur on the item (like the v"~n1n), we say one doesn't obligate himself to
refrain from something more than the minimum, which is 30 days. But o~ where one is making an item assur on himself (xxon moN), we
can't compare it to ;. Based on this, the nwin »>77 says if one makes something assur on himself nyvaw 22 without specifying a time limit, it
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The Gaon of Vilna z£”’l (M’Shulchan Govoha) would say:

with other additives such as copper to add hardness], copper, iron,
tin and lead [which is not used nowadays due to health concems].
The Gemara there adds that glass vessels, which have a similarity
to metal in that they can be fixed after being broken, are

“qnb 0N YN NI NWnn I XY - In the Haggadah, it says that Hashem passed
through the Land of Egypt and killed the firsborn Egyptians, whereas here in the
parsha, it seems that the ‘Mashchis’ - the Malach Hamaves, was the one doing it, as it
says, ‘He didn’t let the mashchis into your homes’? Since there where some Jews who
were meant to die at that time, Hashem wanted to increase the miracle even more and
those who were meant to die, the mashchis was not allowed to enter into their homes.”

Special Mazel Tov to Rabbi & Mrs.
Dani & Esther Halpern on the Bar
Mitzvah of their son Ari*’s. May he
grow invwyps v iyt and
continue to be a huge source of
nachas to his parents, grandparents

A Wise Man would say: “The onlv time you fail is when you fall down and stay down.” and all ofKlal Yisroel.
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The Ramban at the end of the parsha, beautifully explains that the whole purpose of miracles in this world is to dispel
the myth that there is no G-d, or there is a G-d but He does not know or care about what goes on in this world. This was the
philosophy of the Egyptians. They either denied the existence of Hashem or denied Divine Providence. Thus, Hashem made
open miracles which over-ruled the “laws of nature” to establish once and for all that He is the Master over all and cares what
people are doing. He punishes individuals who disobey Him and rewards those who listen to Him. We are commanded to
remember the miracles of Yetzias Mitzrayim with many mitzvos, because through contemplating their meaning, one will come
to Emunah in Hashem. Those who believe in and follow foreign philosophies “have no portion in the Torah of Moshe.”

The Chiddushei Harim once told over the following story. Many years ago, a great warrior arose, a Cossack, who
became a high-valued minister in the government. Due to his newly prominent position, he was gifted with an Egyptian-
Arabian horse, one of the most beautiful and rarest horses in the world. The Cossack prized his new horse and would not let
it out of his sight. He washed it and combed its hair and would ride around town enjoying people’s awed reactions.

It happened that he needed to travel to another town on government business but he refused to let his horse out of his sight.
He hired a watchman to accompany him on his trip and while he slept at a local inn, the watchman was required to stand in
the stable and literally never take his eyes off the horse. He explained to the guard that his life depended on the well-being and
safety of his horse and he even offered a few suggestions how to keep himself awake during the long night hours. “Perhaps
you can come up with some deep and philosophical question to mull over throughout the night. This way, your mind will
remain active and fresh and you will not fall asleep on the job!” The guard nodded in agreement.

The minister went to sleep but after two hours, he could not stay in bed. He was too worried about his horse and if it was
being watched properly. Stealthily, he slipped into the stable and was happy to note that the watchman was wide awake,
staring directly at his horse. “My good man,” said the minister, “Did you come up with a philosophical question?”

The guard replied, “Sir, I did as you told. I am contemplating a deep and mysterious problem. The problem is this: when
one bangs a nail into a wall, there remains a hole in the wall. I was wondering, where did the wood from the wall go?”

The minister smiled. “That is a deep and penetrating question. Carry on and soon you shall have an answer.”

He went back upstairs and got into his bed. After two more hours of sleep, he again awoke and was having misgivings. He
needed to check on his valuable horse again and tiptoed silently back into the stable. Once again, the watchman was standing
erect, facing the horse, almost looking it directly in the eyes. “Well,” said the minister, obviously pleased, “you are doing a
fine job watching my horse. What interesting question is occupying your brain now?”

The guard bowed reverently. “My lord, I was wondering; when one eats a bagel, it has a hole in the middle. After finishing
the entire bagel, where does the hole go?” The minister was impressed. “Excellent question. I'll leave you to it ...”

The minister went to sleep for the remainder of the night. In the morning, he woke with a start and needed to see his horse.
He ran down to the stable where he found the watchman sitting on a chair, head in his hands, his prized horse nowhere to be
found. “What is going on here? What have you been thinking about all this time? Where is my horse?”

The watchman replied, “Your honor, this question is the hardest of them all. I simply cannot come up with an answer. How
is it that I am standing here all night, watching your horse, and yet, somehow, it was stolen from right under my nose?!”

“This is the way of heretical philosophy,” explained the Gerrer Rebbe. “A person thinks of all different explanations for
his existence, what makes a human being operate, and how the world continues to run. All the while, as he thinks his lofty

thoughts, his G-d, his Creator, the Master of the World, is stolen out from right under his nose! A person must know with a |

firm belief that Hashem runs the world and that his job is to be a ‘Tamim’ - not subscribe to philosophies of apikorsis!”
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In the years leading up to the Jewish people’s exile to
Bavel, the mighty Babylonians had a formidable foe to
contend with for world domination — Egypt. But Hashem
allowed them to overtake the powerful Egyptians who had
ruled the world for centuries. Both nations were savage
killers and masters of cruelty, so why did Hashem allow one
ruthless nation to replace the other as the main power in the
world and not replace the Egyptians with a more civil nation?

R’ Dovid Pardo z¢”’I (Maskil L’Dovid) explains that in a
court case, the sentencing phase is often worse than the
punishment itself since when a person is being punished he
can at least prepare himself accordingly. However, during
sentencing, a person can never know what to expect.

Chazal say that the Babylonians had a habit of toying with
their victims, and even gave conquered nations ‘“‘autonomy”
while maintaining a tight grip. In fact, due to their sins Kla/
Yisroel lived that way for a while in the lead up to the
Churban and expulsion from Eretz Yisroel.

Although Yirmiyahu HaNavi told the Egyptians that they

would be punished for their cruelty, his explanation of what it [

will be and when it will take place was vague at best. So,
Hashem gave the young and cruel Babylonians an
opportunity to rise to power and destroy the Egyptians since it
was in their nature to continue this campaign of fear for
Egypt. What they didn’t know was that Hashem always
keeps tabs, and the Babylonian’s time was limited as well.
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he Sefas Emes draws the following powerful insight: When a Yid enjoys a simcha, that person’s ancestors share and

CONCEPTS IN AVODAS HALEV FROM THE
FAMILY OF R’ CHAIM YOSEF KOFMAN ZT”L

"C, partake in that simcha from on high. When goyim undergo sufferings, their ancestors too are forced to observe. The

reasoning is similar for both. All that we as offspring go through in our lives is either because of the meritorious actions

A% and commendable lives of our ancestors, or the despicable and wrongful lives of theirs. Hashem, therefore, shows the

departed what transpires by their respective offspring. A Yid’s ancestors, who were righteous, are allowed to partake in our

¥ simchos. A gentiles forebears must share their pain, because they themselves were inherently bad. Thus, Moshe told
¥¥ | Pharaoh, “Your ancestors, who are here now witnessing your punishment, have never observed such a scene.”

I saw a question on this based on the Chazal quoted by Rashi in Parshas Chukas. The posuk says, ... D800 2 w»"

"N, On this, Chazal say: "IN DY MXD MMYISNYI 92p2 DIYLNN MIANNY W1, This seems to contradict the above
5 | words of the Sefas Emes that only by the goyim do the deceased take part in their pain and not by the Yidden? (See Beis
"C, Yisroel who reconciles this) Perhaps, though, we can say that Chazal added the word "1ap2” - in their graves. Because,

only in their grave, do our ancestors feel our pain. In Olam Haemes, however, where everything is clear, not only do they

X %] not partake in our suffering, but they realize that all that Hashem does is for the good!

At many of our family gatherings, our Zaida would get emotional, saying that his parents/in-laws are here now shepping

M nachas from the growing, beautiful families, KA”H. This vort is for him, as now it is his turn to be shown his nachas here.

May all of our actions bring a nachas rua'cito him and all our ancestors in shamayim, as we still reap the benefit of their efforts!
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"G m: One of the pioneers of the kashrus standards we adhere
| to today, was the renowned Posek, R Yisroel Belsky z¢”L

On one occasion, he was visiting a company that

Xm| manufactures baby food. He checked some items and noted

which ones needed upgrading. Later, at a senior staff

(t, meeting, someone commented, “Rabbi this place has been
o | kosher for 57 years. Why the sudden changes?”

R’ Belsky replied, “If I would be sitting with any other
staff personnel in this company, this question would have

been acceptable and expected. But not here. You are the
¥ department of quality control. You are the very people in the

company who oversee that the baby food is on par with the

»“ highest standards. Don’t you have meetings from time to

time to discuss how to upgrade the product? Well, with

right to do the same thing and sit dow to discuss necessary
and appropriate upgrades from time to time?”

His words hit their mark and they all nodded in agreement.

“You know Rabbi,” a head staff member quipped, “you
speak our language!”
Ywpy: The first mitzvah that the Jewish people were
commanded to do was Korban Pesach. The Torah says that
after Moshe Rabbeinu told them the laws of this mitzvah, they
immediately went out and did it. Rashi notes that even
though they didn’t actually bring the korban yet, it is
considered as if they did it because they accepted the yoke of
the mitzvah. This is the essence of a Jew. Always looking to
upgrade and accept anything that’ll make him better. The
same concept is found by Matan Torah. Our ancestors said
"ypwn NwyY' and accepted upon themselves the yoke of
Torah, thereby making them a better people. A Jew is always
looking for a way to help him upgrade his service of Hashem!

"C, regard to kashrus, we too have standards. Don’t we have the
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In Parshas Bo, the Jewish people received a great gift. We got our first mitzvah as a nation. This was even before we left

Mitzrayim and came to Har Sinai. The question is, why was it necessary to give us this gift even before we left Egypt? The
% | answer is that because without it, we could have never left! Without this gift, we would all be stuck in the “Mitzrayim” of our
| lives as well! What was this gift? It was the mitzvah of Kiddush HaChodesh. It was the gift of time and the power of renewal!

We all have ups and downs in life. This is normal. Sometimes we are on top of the world. We walk around singing and

3 | feeling blessed. Other times we feel so low, we don’t want to get out of bed! We don’t want to talk to anyone; we feel so down
=¥%] in the dumps. Hashem knows the nature of people and He gave us this great power to renew ourselves! Every month there is a

Rosh Chodesh, because every month there is a new moon! At the end of every month it looks like the moon disappears, but that

2 never happens! It gets so small that we almost cannot see it. But Rosh Chodesh is the beginning of a new moon! And by the
o middle of the month, it is big and full, and shines down on us from the sky, this incredible message of the power of renewal.

Klal Yisroel is compared to the moon. We, as a nation, have been brought so low, only to be raised up once again as

% Hashem’s Chosen People. This mitzvah was given to us in Egypt, when we were at the 49th gate of impurity. We were so low.
6| Hashem gave us a boost. He said, “Hachodesh Haze Lachem.” The power to renew yourselves is yours! You don’t have to
,“ % | stay in this lowly place and low state of mind. Pull yourselves out and be the great and holy people you are destined to be!

This is the trick to growing in life. You can’t stand still because then you will fall. You have to be proactive in your spiritual

=) : %] growth. There is no such thing as stagnation in Yiddishkeit. Let us grab onto this great gift that Hashem has given to us. Let us

never allow ourselves to fall too low, but rather remember that the power is in our hands to renew!




