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On behalf of thousands of Shomer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply helps families of Melandim, Agunos and Grushos in Eretz Yisroe! at ZERO expense

A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Monetary, Interpersonal Laws and Din Torah (3)
Breaking a Verbal Commitment. We now turn to the fourth
category of lying, in our ongoing series. If one made a verbal
commitment to do something for another person who is relying
on that commitment and then he changes his mind for no
satisfactory reason, Chazal (1) call him a “Mechuser Amana” -
one who lacks trust. He cannot be taken to Beis Din to be forced
to honor his verbal agreement but the Chachamim strongly
criticize such an action when one does not follow through on his
agreement. If a change of circumstance arises which causes one
to back out of his stated commitment, there is a question in the
Shulchan Aruch ) if one is permitted to back out of it. One
should consult a Rav in such a case.

Similarly if one tells another person that he will give him a
“small” present, the receiver is relying on the giver’s words and
if he backs out, he is deemed a Mechuser Amana. If it was a
commitment to give a “large” enough gift to make the recipient
a bit skeptical about receiving said amount, he is not deemed a
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Mechuser Amana. If the recipient is a poor person, the one who
spoke must give it because with zedaka it becomes a neder.
Causing Another Party Monetary Loss. Sometimes, reneging
on a verbal commitment can actually create a monetary
obligation. The following case is an example. A back-yard camp
allows ten children per summer and a place was reserved for
Leah, completing the ten. The camp head turned away other
applicants once Leah reserved since the camp was now full.
Later on, a few weeks before camp begins, Leah’s mother backs
out, however, now it is too late to get any of the applicants who
were turned away originally as they made other arrangements. In
such a case, the family is obligated to pay the entire summer’s fee
@. If the camp saves money and hard work because of Leah’s
absence, a commensurate deduction is made to the fee. If Leah’s
mother was forced to back out because of unforeseeable and
compelling reasons [i.e. having to leave town with Leah to take
care of a grandmother who suddenly fell ill], than there would be
no monetay obligation on the part of Leah’s mother.
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"mbamp MRS 1212 XY - Rav brings the posuk that asks "y xn n7ax mn Yy [n] and he explains that this was discussed amongst the
omon and the oo, but they couldn't find the reason for the ya»n until n"apn said the reason was "mmmn nix oavy Sy Rav says this means,
"nonn N2 15712 Xow'". Rashi explains that they didn't recite the first bracha of va “na swx. By not making this bracha, they showed that Tmbn
7 was not a nawn i to them. The "9 [xa ©173] brings from nav 9 that nmn nix oasy y” can't mean that they weren't leamning,
because then the reason for the Y2 would've been obvious to the o»on. Rather, the generation was nmna pow constantly. This perplexed
the ©on, until n"an who knows the 251 »ny of everyone, said that they weren't leaming niw5. Consequently, since it wasn't 2wwn to them,
they were Yo in nnin mo12 and didn't make the bracha. The nsaypmn Howw brings the 0"anvn nawwn who says their npay was that the
onon allowed the first by of 1" to go to an yxn Dy Yo instead of a oo Prbm, and this was a nna Y. He points out that it is 1
mowd who is the X0 Hya here, who holds [0 nw] that a n'n precedes a Y02 who is not his equal and is given the first aliya.

The »9n ma [ n'ny] says one should never be ny rvon from nn. Even while one is working, he should have in mind to be a"y pow
naon and that he is working to eam a living so afterwards he can be nwma pow. This is what is meant by nonn nmna 112 xow. Really, they
were leamning, but they were being my rvon during their work day and only napn knew. This is in-line with the &' who paskens making 1
bracha a day in the moming is sufficient, because we never really are ny1 oo from Torah even during work. So, since this generation was rvon
ny, they should've made another bracha, but didn't. This is what is meant by nmna y5712 Xow. The »on mva says this pshat is nsp 7PN 7T

The W ['N "' N"N] Says, "HiNp N2 9mY 7718 N no7a”. The 2w 1 o] says that this bracha should be made nyma nniwa. The
2"wn quotes our Gemara and says that the oon were at a loss because as long as S 595 was leamning, 'n was mevater on their mny.
Until n"ajn explained that they weren't being nmmin 1> owb pow, but rather leamned it like other ywaon and because it wasn't 2wwn to them
they didn't make nmmn m>12. Therefore, we should be careful to give mxn to n"apin for choosing us and giving us the Torah. The ['x 7'o o]
2"wn brings that the 77X naxw concludes that nwnin mona is nnin ya. Therefore, if one is pavon if he made nmmin o713, he should make it
again. The mix mxw brings that the Y219 in his mxnn 990 counts NNiN N72as a XINRT WY misn. However, the ©"an9 does not. The
i maxw wonders about this, but concludes that since the way of nma 1912 Now was so great, it seems that it must be a st avn.
Some say, since the 0217 holds nwnin mo>1a is not xrw T, it is precisely this reason why he learns nma 1572 Now means they didn't give

he ovone sy casma e, YNNG FIIFT 2RI =crshenintmumnidzenotesh

R’ Yosef Shmuel Yoviner shlita (Ish Echod) would say:
“The parsha of shemita is known as the parsha of emuna. The next parsha in the Torah is about one who sells
himself as a slave. What is the connection between these two parshiyos? Perhaps a lesson to be learned is that if one has
emuna in Hashem that everything will be good, '\ IS 2NN NN - redemption will be given to the land. However, if a
person does not have the correct trust and belief in Hashem, he can fall so low as to eventually sell himself as a slave.”

A Wise Man would say: “Do your work with your whole heart, and you will succeed - there’s so little competition.”
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With the official announcement by Israel’s Homefront Command (Pikud HaOref) canceling the Meron Lag Baomer
celebrations due to the ongoing war in Gaza and security precautions, thousands of Jews are busy arranging rides and buses to a
quiet and little-known cemetery in New Jersey, where the kever of the previous Bobover Rav, R’ Naftali Tzvi Halberstam z¢”’l,
known affectionately to all as “Reb Naftulche”, is located. The story of how this annual pilgrimage came to be was sparked by a
private conversation, an enigmatic phrase heard by one person, from the holy mouth of the Rebbe, in the year 5762-2002.

Two years previous, R’ Shlomo Halberstam z¢’l was niftar and R’ Naftali stood at the helm of the Bobover community.
Hints of greatness started seeping through the cracks. Along with those little glimmers came mysterious allusions to Meron
and Rebbi Shimon bar Yochai. Many times in the previous years, R’ Naftali had set out on short trips to Eretz Yisroel to daven
at the kever of Rebbi Shimon in Meron. He would take a taxi directly from the airport to Meron, spend some time at the
tziyun, and then drive back to the airport to catch his flight back home. Even far away in New York, R’ Naftali knew what
was going on in Meron. In 2002, a Yid told R’ Naftali that he had just come back from Eretz Yisroel. “1 was in Meron, by
Rebbi Shimon bar Yochai,” the Yid said. Cryptically, the Bobover Rav replied, “I have Rav Shimon here, with me.”

Nothing more was said, but the comment lingered in the air, unexplained. A similar comment, told to Reb Elimelech
Miller, menahel of the Lelov Yeshivah, triggered the present Lag Baomer-New Jersey connection. It was just after Chanukah
5762, when Reb Elimelech went into the Bobover Rav with a kvittel listing the names of his children. R’ Naftali read the first
three names on the list, and then looked up. “Rav Shimon bar Yochai vet zein bei mir Lag Baomer,” he said, in Yiddish. “Rav
Shimon bar Yochai will be by me Lag Baomer.” It was a cryptic comment, seemingly unrelated to the kvittel that he was in
the midst of perusing. With Lag Baomer many long months away, Reb Elimelech was mystified at the strange reference.

Eight years later, that comment suddenly resurfaced. Reb Elimelech felt the pain of his two married daughters and a son

he had heard eight years previous suddenly flashed through his mind. In that moment, Reb Elimelech knew. R’ Naftali had
already been summoned to the World of Truth, but his words lived on. “We’re going to the Rav’s tziyun this Lag Baomer,”
Reb Elimelech resolved. He took his wife and two daughters. The pain of several silent years was distilled into passionate
tefillah as they answered the call issued so mysteriously years prior. The place was silent. No one knew that Lag Baomer in
Floral Park Cemetery was different from any other day, but Reb Elimelech knew. And a year later, when he returned to express
his gratitude to Hashem for blessing him with two grandchildren and a third on the way, many others knew as well.

People started to talk about the yeshuos. It began with whispers and cryptic comments, shortly after that initial visit in
2010. Father to son, friend to neighbor. The news traveled fast, faster than one could have deemed possible. The following
year, many people came to New Jersey to pour out their hearts at the kever of their Rebbe, who always listened.

The numbers swelled from one year to the next, reaching unprecedented figures in the thousands, hitting and then
surpassing the 10,000 mark. The stories that filtered back are as mysterious and miraculous as the stories of old. Couples were
blessed with children after years of fruitless attempts. Shidduchim were suggested and finalized, inexplicably bound with a
visit to New Jersey. Business matters, health issues, and various crises were resolved in astounding ways after a tefillah in
New Jersey at the Bobover Rav’s tziyun. At this point, Lag Baomer in New Jersey has assumed a life of its own - a powerfully
magnetic force of authenticity bearing the mark of a tzaddik that brings tremendous yeshuos to his children. Tens of thousands
continue to make their way to a quiet cemetery in New Jersey, where the promise and power of Rebbi Shimon are inextricably

tied to a single gravesite. They know that R” Naftali continues to carry Klal Yisroel as a father supports his son. He’s there for |
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Poarshas Behar discusses at length the halachos of shmita, yovel and other money matters. Hashem also permits the use

"C, of slaves but provides stipulations including the obligation to eventually free your slaves. These mitzvos are here to convey

the idea of "yNN 959 95" - the fact that everything belongs to Hashem. In short, it teaches us 'na mwaN. The Torah then

R4 writes the above-quoted posuk. We need to understand: what is the connection?

R’ Moshe Sternbuch shlita, the Ra’avad of Eidah Chareidis, explains that a person must exercise and display blind

EH faith with regard to his own possessions, placing his trust completely in Hashem, that everything will go well. Yet when it

comes to someone else’s welfare, one shouldn’t display that bitachon and say, “Don’t worry you’ll get free eventually. All

& you need is to have faith.” Rather, it is incumbent upon you to come to their aid, and if you’re able, redeem them yourself.

There is another timely lesson we see from the posukim. It states: "N YT XD YT IPWM SN P NI D WY If a

; ( person has no one who can come to redeem him, he must save up his money and redeem himself. R> Moshe says that the
"C, posuk implies that when a person realizes that there is no other way out, he turns to Hashem and cries out, “You, Hashem,

are my only hope!” Then the yeshua comes and "n>w) »75 N8y But if a person relies on other avenues of escape, then

¥l Hashem may not come through for him as easily.

He adds that the Mishna in Taanis discusses the "NPwT N8napy"” (birthpangs of Moshiach) and closes with the words:

R "Dnwaw waN vy NN WD m Sy N PR NNV The pshat is that if we really want Moshiach to come we have to realize that

it’s not us. It’s not the U.S. Nor its president. It is only, and always has been Hashem! Let us internalize this message and

r’(,“"‘ storm the heavens with the knowledge that it is only ©waw waN who can and will help. V’chein yehi ratzon b’karov!
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who had not yet been blessed with children. The first three names on that long-ago kvittel. As if from nowhere, the comment 2 o %| 7&m: The Chazon Ish z¢”l once asked someone to deliver an

envelope containing money to a needy individual named

3% Rabbi Berger. When the emissary returned, he informed the

Chazon Ish, “I went to Rabbi Weinberger and delivered the

:"’C;‘T" envelope as was requested of me.” The Chazon Ish was

dismayed. The money had been intended for someone

'| named Berger, not Weinberger; obviously the emissary had

heard wrong. The Chazon Ish immediately sent another

| envelope to the correct recipient.

A few days went by and the Chazon Ish did not hear from

S| the first recipient. “Surely, he has received money that wasn’t
<¥m| intended for him. Why hasn’t he returned the envelope?”

wondered the Chazon Ish. Finally, he concluded that Heaven

one had known that this person was in need. From that
moment on, the Chazon Ish made sure that that person also
received an envelope on a regular basis.

Ywna: The Torah tells us, “If you see your fellow brother
going through a financial difficulty, help him out, support
him. In today’s day and age, we are fortunate to have many
organizations that provide a multitude of services for the
needy and less fortunate people who are going through
difficult times. That is wonderful. But there are always
those who are ashamed to ask and would rather suffer the
consequences of not reaching out for help. This is a deeper
meaning of the commandment: The Torah is telling us to
look out for your fellow brother who looks like he’s doing
okay but really, he’s not. He needs your help. Use your
intellect - like the Chazon Ish - to read between the lines
and help your fellow brother get back on his feet!

"C, had caused this mistake to happen, for until that point, no
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Why would someone harm their friend - "1ny"? Don’t you like your friends? Shouldn’t it say do not harm your enemy -

everyone, as he always was in his lifetime. Zechuso Yagen Aleinu. (Ada

from an article origi featured in Mishpacha, Issue 760, by F. Einhorn
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Yirmiyahu HaNavi was confined for prophecying the
destruction of Yerushalayim and the exile of Klal Yisroel.
Interestingly, unlike Moshe Rabbeinu who described the
Almighty as "NWmM M0 50 O5-80", Yirmiyahu HaNavi
described Him as "nw mxas 0, M0 530 5-N0" - omitting
the word "N - awesome. How could Yirmiyahu change

the wording from the way Moshe Rabbeinu had said it?
Chazal (Yuma 69b) note, Yirmiyahu (and Daniel) knew
that Hashem hates deceit and since they did not perceive the
Almighty’s attributes of X, awesomeness in their lifetimes,
they did not refer to them. But although they did not perceive
it themselves, surely, they ought to know that Hashem is
indeed awesome, as Moshe Rabbeinu had clearly stated. Why

A mmA‘l:.n;(AiNANALYSIS OF THE WEEKLY ;ﬂm@ﬂ L
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then did they omit the word "Nm"?

R’ Tzvi Pesach Frank z£”’l remarks that of course adding
the word "N" to the reference is greater than leaving it out, but
as R’ Yaakov Reischer z¢ says in Sefer Iyun Yaakov, the
word ")) (greatness) is an all-encompassing word, leaving no
reason to add anything further. In fact, Chazal explain that the
Anshei Knesess HaGedolah was called by this name because [
they “returned the crown of glory of Hashem to the way it
was.” As such, even though Moshe Rabbeinu utilized extra

words to glorify Hashem at a time when Klal Yisroel needed it, |=§

the word ") 1" encapsulates every emotion and intention and
Yirmiyahu HaNavi saw no reason to add the extra words -
which may very well prove to just be a detriment in the end.

| wonw"? Well, the answer is a deeper look into the human psyche. A human being is his kavod. If a person loses his sense of
.| pride or self-respect, he feels dead. Life is not worth living. As long as a person feels good about himself, he can function
5 | normally. He can be happy, kind and productive. If not, then he may act in inappropriate ways. The most common is to harm
"C, other people with words - even those he loves! When one feels low about himself, it is extremely difficult to raise his spirit and

change his attitude. He puts others down with ease, which, in his mind, lifts himself up! All of us, at some point in time,

»“ +&| succumb to this terrible sin. R’ Avraham Pam z#”’] writes that ©727 T can be a joke, a sarcastic comment, a “shtuch” that

hurts a friend’s feelings. Often, a hurtful word (even a joke) can replay itself over in someone’s mind for days, months, and

a) sometimes even years, leaving them with a bad feeling in their heart constantly. He explains that almost all shalom bayis issues
g | come from o727 M. If husbands and wives would just work on this one thing, they would have a wonderful marriage!

Words are way more powerful then we realize. When one is carrying a sharp sword in his hand, he is especially careful not

to hurt anyone. Well, guess what? Our mouths are constantly in our possession, and if we would simply be aware of its
*| tremendous power for good and bad, and just THINK before we say something, we would probably be much happier people.

During this period of Sefiras Haomer, we can truly transform ourselves from animals into holy people. The word "™my" can

¢ 3 also be read with an aleph - "W - which means to talk! TO SPEAK! Sefiras Haomer literally means “COUNT YOUR
<¥uw] WORDS!” If they cause even slight harm, they are forbidden! But if they are words of wisdom and kindness which bring

happiness to others, then they have been used for the purpose they were created - and this truly lifts a person up to greatness.




