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A SERIES IN HALACHA

LIVING A “TORAH” DAY ﬂw‘yﬁg '-I"D"Jﬂ

Coronavirus: Relevant Halachos in These Trying Times (15)
Learning Qutdoors With a Sefer On Your Lap. Question:
Due to our current reality, much of our learning is now taking
place outdoors or not in a traditional BM setting. When it is hard
to take shtenders or tables outside, can one just put a sefer on his
lap and learn, or is it not honorable to the sefer for one to do so?
Answer: If he puts his elbows on the sefer on his lap, it is not
honorable for the sefer, but just having it on his lap is fine. This
halacha is found in Mesachas Sofrim (1) regarding a Sefer
Torah. The RM’A (o)extends it to all seforim.

Sheva Berachos for 2 Chasanim and Kallas. Question: The
crowds showing up at Sheva Berachos are relatively small these
days. Can two Chasanim and Kallas have their Sheva
Berachos’ together in order to have more of a “lebedika” crowd
and then recite one or more sets of Sheva Berachos at the end?

Answer: The RMA (3) rules that it permitted to make one
Sheva Berachos for two or more sets of Chasanim and Kallas.
At the end, one set of Sheva Berachos is recited for both. If
they want to say the berachos separately, they can bentch
together and then one chasan leaves the room. They say the
seven berachos, and then bring back the chasan and say them
again. However, this will require a “Panim Chadashos” for
each of the chasanim. The Panim Chadashos of the second
chasan can stay inside for both sets of berachos. If the Panim
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Chadashos really came for both sets, he can justify the saying
of both sets of Sheva Berachos, with one chasan walking out as
per above. For the source of this see Pishchei Teshuva @) and
Nesuin K’hilchasan ).

Chasan & Kallah Who Don’t Want to Drink. Question: At a
recent wedding, under the chuppah, after the Mesader Kiddushin
said his berachos, the chasan and kallah (without revealing that
they had planned to do so) refused to drink from the wine that
was given to them, because of the Coronavirus. Can the Mesader
Kiddushin drink to satisfy the drinking requirement and does he
have to make another beracha of Borei Pri Hagefen since he had
not planned to drink when he first made the beracha?

Answer: The requirement to drink can be fulfilled by someone
else, who could be the Mesader Kidushin or another person.
This is because the whole requirement to drink is just not to
“shame” the cup of wine that was used to make a beracha over,
and not drunk from. If the Mesader had not planned to drink (as
is usually the case), he should say Borei Pri Hagefen again
before drinking the cup. (After that, he should say Boruch
Sheim.... to possibly fix up the unnecessary beracha that was
said.) The logic for the Mesader to say the beracha of Hagefen
again is based on Shu’t Minchas Shlomo ). Others quote
Rav Elyashiv z#” who held that he does not have to say
Hagefen again, see Gilyon Pninei Halacha [Mir] //6.
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e N5 s s Sy 5 s ow e - A person who has the ‘i ow written on his body, mut make sure not to erase it & be oiver nrn
'n. The Gemara says if he needs to do a mxn 5w nS»v, he may do so, since even if Hashem’s Name will get erased in the water it, will only be a
xn7). The Minchas Chinuch (om) asks: if one writes a “Yud” & *Hay” which is a 'n ow, & then adds a “Vav,” he would be oiver the Lav,
because it was first 0™ ( Hashem’s Name) & now Y, so he has undone Hashem’s Name. If so, how does a 1o ever write the mmn ow?
To write it, first goes a “Yud” then a “Hay”. Once the Sofer adds the “Vav” he has erased the initial name of Hashem! We should really tell the sofer
to write the min ow without the first “Yud” & add it to the beginning only after the other letters are written. From the fact that 5"n never instituted
this precaution, we have a strong proof that when writing the ‘n ow it must be written in order. Since we have no choice the soferis not oiver.

The mwn (N> xaw) tells us that a sofer named 9% 12 was able to write with 4 quills in one hand simultaneously & when he came to a
word containing four letters he was able to write all four at one time. Unfortunately, 1> 12 refused to share this talent & teach it to other
oMo, S0 the Mishna lists him with those about whom we say, "ap» oyw ow". Asks the Minchas Chinuch, what is so important about
learning this talent? After all, all it does is speed up your writing? However, he continues, according to my concern (above) that when writing
the mmn ow after adding the 3rd letter (“vav”) you're actually erasing Hashem’s Name, if you write like 10 y2 you are writing all 4 letters at
once & avoiding this issue! A beautiful 1 to attain. No wonder the chachamim of the Mishna wanted 2x1p 1a to teach them.

- APUT FINTRNT T
R’ Menachem Mendel Stern z¢”’l (Derech Emunah) would say: Y'OP () N0 9 193 Y
“OwY O NN 1N NN’ - The promise that Hashem made in this posuk is the same as that of the posuk (Zechariah 3:7),
‘Twill let you walk among those who stand here (angels).” Hashem promised: You will never fall from the level that you’ve
achieved. Pinchos was promised that the yetzer hara would make peace with him. Because man’s role is to withstand the
tests that confront him and to subdue his yetzer hara. The harder the test, the more it is subdued as a result. The test that
Pinchos faced with Zimri was sufficiently difficult that he subdued his yeizer hara entirely.” M&aglgﬁgfzﬁmriﬁh%mﬁd
chasuna ofMeirto Zahava. May
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A Wise Man once said:

“The trouble with the rat race is that even if you win, you still end up being a rat.”
Printed By: Mailway Services, e vE
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The episode of the five daughters of Tzelafchad is mentioned two different times in the Torah. In Parshas Pinchos and
Parshas Maasei. (Tzelafchad himself is also referenced in Parshas Shelach as the Mekosheish Eitzim.) A basic principal in
the Torah is: “Biglal Nashim Tzidkanios Nigalu Avosaynu Mimitzraym - Because of the righteous women our forefathers
were redeemed from Egypt.” Chazal throughout the ages have made it known the concept of the superior quality of
spirituality in women over men, starting from Sarah Imeinu. If a woman ever felt that her right to equal status is negated
by the Torah and Yiddishkeit, these episodes are a few of the many examples that disprove this view. Here, and at the end
of Sefer Bamidbar, when Hashem completes the entirety of the Torah, the bris (covenant) between the Jewish people and
Himself, He gave us an example of how female righteousness must be viewed by both men and women.

At the turn of the twenty-first century, the religious city of Elad was founded. It is a Chareidi city with a strong local
Chassidic population, but about 1,000 families are counted in the religious-Zionist community, which has nine synagogues,
three elementary schools, and its own rabbi (as does the Yemenite and other communities in Elad). Reb Shmuel Ziebold is
one of the veteran residents of Elad and also a well-known Mohel in the city. He recounts the following story:

“I was once called to serve as the Mohel at a local bris. When I arrived, I learned that the parents of the child were
recent olim (immigrants) from Russia. The bris was to be held at a small synagogue and as I walked into the main
sanctuary, I could not help but see an ‘Alter Yiddishe Bubba’ - a throwback to the Yiddishe Mamas from the shtetl in
Europe - sitting in the shul, crying her eyes out and heaving with heavy sighs. Her tears were flowing and her loud wailing
could not be missed. I felt bad and I walked over to her to see if there’s anything I could do to help.

““Giveret,’ 1 said in Hebrew, ‘Are you okay?” She looked up with her red eyes and calmed down for a moment.

“In perfect Yiddish, she said to me, ‘Are you the Mohel?’ 1 said that I was. She caught her breath and then said in a low
voice, ‘We came here from Russia not long ago. I did all that I could to keep the mirtzvos and be religious but my daughter
was not able to. She met this man - a Russian goy - and she wanted to marry him, but I would not let. I managed to keep
her away from him, but then, when we moved to Israel, he moved to Israel as well. They reunited here and got married a
year ago. Nothing I said could change her mind. The baby - this is their child. At least he is having a bris milah.”

“I was shocked when I heard the story. The father of the child is not even Jewish! ‘Look,” I said to her soothingly, ‘His
father may not be Jewish, but this baby boy is a full-fledged Jew, and he will soon enter into the covenant of the bris of
Avraham Avinu, and take his place among our people. But you,’ I pointed to her carefully, “You must continue to cry. You
must continue to daven for your grandson and your daughter as well. Eliyahu Hanavi is here today, right here in this shul,
and he has the ability to take away your pain and suffering. Keep crying - it will surely help!’

“She thanked me and went on davening and crying, and I performed the bris milah on this child.

“A little more than five years later, I received another phone call. I was asked to do ‘Hatafas Dam Bris’ on an adult
who just converted to Judaism. It was the father of the baby boy, the Russian immigrant, who decided to become a Jew
and had studied the halachos necessary for the conversion. I was thrilled and this man took his conversion quite seriously.
He became a real Ben Torah, and his wife became a Ba’alas Teshuvah. When I went to their house to check on the father,
I met the Alter Yiddish Bubba - she was smiling so wide that it literally took over her entire face.

“A family friend was there and he told anyone listening that today was a most special day. ‘Normally, the way of the
world is that the father is the one who brings his child into the bris of Avraham Avinu. In this situation, the baby is the one

who has brought his father into the Jewish Nation!” But I looked at the Alfer Bubba, and I said to her, “We both know that

it was the tears of the B

ba who brought the baby into the bris, who then shlepped his father along after him
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Yirmiyahu HaNavi was the prophet tasked with foretelling
the imminent destruction of the Bais HaMikdash, yet despite
the harsh criticism, some of his prophecies still depict the
tremendous love and care he had for his brethren. This week
marks the first of the “Three Haftoros of Punishment” which
are meant to help analyze the shortcomings of the past in
order to learn from and rectify them. In it, the Navi declared:
“(Klal) Yisroel is Hashem’s sacred portion, the first of His
grain; all who (attempt to) devour them shall be held guilty.”

Unfortunately, Jewish history is ripe with hostile nations
murdering and plundering the defenseless Jewish people at

every opportunity; thus, how is it that these wicked nations
seem to get away with it, without any consequences?

R’ Yaakov Kranz z¢”’l (Dubner Maggid) explains that
when the Jews wandered through the desert, they subord-
inated themselves entirely to Hashem proving that they are
good by nature and their wrongdoings are the result of the
tortures they endured at the hands of wicked nations. One of
the reasons Klal Yisroel is compared to sand is just as sand is
impossible to eat, the nations who’ve tried to “eat” the Jewish
people will eventually be forced to “spit them out.” There
will come a time when Hashem will call these nations to
account not only for their own sins but also for the sins that
the Jewish Nation has committed over their long exile.

Join in and listen to a 5 minute daily shiur in Kedushas Einayim. Call 718450-9990. Your cyes are precious - Turning onc's eyes away from evil is the ultimate goall
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Rashi quotes the Gemara (»p 2"1) how the inheritance mentioned here differs from a typical yerusha: “By all other

inheritances, the living inherit the dead, whereas here, the dead inherit the living. How is this? Two brothers who came out of

Egypt had sons that entered the Land. The first had one son and the other had three sons. The one son received one portion,

and the three sons received three ... it was divided up according to the fathers who left Egypt, whereas had they apportioned it
originally according to the number who came out of Egypt, these four would not have received four but only two portions.”

R’ Shamshon Raphael Hirsch z¢’I explains that our ability to inherit the land stemmed from the greatness of the yorzei
Mitzrayim - the ones who left Egypt. They possessed an inner strength to leave Mirzrayim at a moment’s notice, leaving behind
any vestiges of emotional security, heading to a barren and dangerous wilderness. And while enduring so many challenging
hardships, they were able to implant the proper ideals into their children, ensuring that the children would be deserving of
inheriting Eretz Yisroel. So although that generation succumbed and didn’t physically inherit the land, it was only due to their
credit and indomitable spirit that their children did. Truthfully, this machshava is so aptly applicable to us. Eretz Yisroel is not
just a physical place; it is a spiritual acquisition. And yet, any spiritual acquisition of ours is due solely to the mesiras nefesh of
our Zaidas and Bubbas who came before us. They fought valiantly for their holy mesorah in the spiritually destitute America,
dreaming and planting for the future. And for this we are eternally grateful. They are therefore still ‘yarshening’ from our
maasim tovim, ascending higher and higher in Olam Haba. May this two way ‘yarshening’ continue giving us and them ever

increasing dividends and may we all bg zoche to inherit the Holy Land of Israel with the coming of Moshiach, B'mheira!
TIDTT 97T ﬂ'@“) 1-2@-% Rabbi Lorincz inquired, “So why indeed did you make this
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Yom: A number of years after Israel’s first Prime Minister,
David Ben Gurion, retired from office and moved to Sdei
Boker as a pensioner, he happened to meet R’ Shlomo
Lorincz z”I, a former Israeli politician who served as a
member of the Knesset for Agudas Yisrael from 1951 until
1984, and a close confidant of many of the previous Gedolim.

R’ Shlomo greeted him warmly and in the course of their
conversation, he asked the former PM if he had any regrets
from his time in office. “Do you ever feel like you made a
huge mistake and there was nothing to do to fix it?”

Ben Gurion thought for a moment and then nodded his
head. “Yes. My biggest regret was not enlisting the yeshivah
students in the army. I agreed to allow their deferments from
serving in the IDF and I never got around to pulling those
deferments. That was my biggest mistake in office.”

mistake?”” Ben Gurion shrugged. He had no answer.

“I have the answer,” exclaimed R’ Shlomo. “Now, you are
a regular citizen. You have the control and ability to decide
right from wrong. But when you were Prime Minister, you
had no control. You were like a king, a ruler over the people
and the posuk states (X3 >Dwn): "Yon IWN D3 Oy N A Ton 25"
In other words, Hashem didn’t let you decide what you
wanted, which was to take the yeshivah students away from
learning Torah. Hashem decided for you; you had no choice!”
w3 When Yehoshua bin Nun was chosen by Hashem to
become the new leader of Klal Yisroel, he is introduced as “a
man with the spirit in him.” He was a man who was fully
imbued with the spirit of Hashem. It was not Yehoshua who
would be making the decisions for the Nation, but rather he
would be the one carrying out the will of Hashem. He was a
man with the proper spirit who followed the word of Hashem.
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Just 3 weeks ago, we read the parsha of Korach. Korach was a great man in many ways. He had everything going for him,

but he was swallowed into the earth because of the terrible machlokes that he initiated against Moshe Rabbeinu. His sons
managed to extricate themselves just in the nick of time by doing feshuva. The children of Korach did not die is what the Torah
tells us, which is a great lesson for us all. No matter how closely related we are to a machlokes - any machlokes - we do not
have to identify with it at all. Sometimes children feel that it would not be kavod to their parents if they do not carry on with the
animosity to someone that their parents are in a fight with. There could be nothing more false than this! The Chofetz Chaim
2t writes in Shemiras HaLashon that one should NOT continue the fight and carry the machlokes to the next generation.

Sefer Igra D’kallah quotes R> Mendel M’Rimanov z#”’/ in a novel interpretation of these words. “U’bnei Korach Lo
maysu” means that the philosophy of Korach, strife and machlokes, LO MAYSU, it doesn’t die! There are always going to be
those people in every generation who are the catalysts for controversy. The “Bnei Korach” - the representatives of what
Korach stood for, will never die. Perhaps the Torah repeated this message now as we begin the period of the Three Weeks.
These weeks are the result of machlokes! This philosophy is exactly the opposite of what we should be thinking as we begin
this opportune period called Bein Hametzarim. It is those people who are “Bein Hametzarim - between the narrow straits” in
their minds, who don’t allow us to be extricated from our Golus reality. We need to stop being narrow-minded and only seeing
ourselves and what we want. We need to broaden our view to include all of Klal Yisroel. We must love others as we love
ourselves and eradicate the “Bnei Korach” - the future continuation of hatred, jealousy and strife. If we embrace this special
time when the Shechina is so close, we will be zoche to the Final Redemption with true joy and unity of Kial Yisroel.




