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Shabbos Kodesh Parshas Bereishis - October 14, 2023
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A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Minhagim and Customs of Chodesh Tishrei (8)
Forgetting Shabbos Mevorchim: This year, Parshas Bereishis
falls out on erev Rosh Chodesh Cheshvan. We lain the Haftorah
of “Machar Chodesh” and recite Yaaleh V’yavo on Motzei
Shabbos. What happens if a shul forgets to bentch Rosh Chodesh
before Mussaf? Does it make any difference to the Rosh Chodesh
status since Rosh Chodesh was not proclaimed by the tzibbur?
Answer: Even if Rosh Chodesh was not announced, there is no
change in Rosh Chodesh status and all the laws of Tefillah,
Hallel, Mussaf, etc. are still in effect. The announcement is just a
reminder to perform all the Rosh Chodesh halachos. In this case,
the reminder should be done by Mincha when the Sefer Torah is
out, or to do it by Mussaf, in the morning without a Sefer Torah.
Reasons: When Hillel (the Amorah, grandson of Rabbeinu
Hakadosh, a tenth generation from the famous Hillel Hazaken)
saw that the institution of Semicha would soon be gone as a
result of gentile oppression, he created a calendar and sanctified
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mesorah handed down from the Gaonim. The public
announcement that we make in shul is just a public reminder
when Rosh Chodesh will fall out so people will remember to
keep all the appropriate halachos. Nevertheless, we should do as
best as possible to keep this long-time minhag ().

The Chavas Yair ) writes that if the rzibbur forgot to bentch
Rosh Chodesh before putting away the Sefer Torah, they should
not take out the Sefer Torah again but rather recite it before
Mussaf without a Sefer Torah. Even better is to wait for Shabbos
Mincha after Krias HaTorah, before returning the Sefer Torah.
Having a Sefer Torah is a remembrance of the olden-day
Kiddush Hachodesh which was done by the Beis Din Hagadol.
This is also why we do it standing - to commemorate the people
standing there who answered “Mekudash Mekudash” during the
Kiddush Hachodesh process 3). To take out a Sefer Torah
specifically for this is not justified. In the Siddur Otzar
HaTefillos ) there is another explanation to understand the
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all the Roshei Chodashim till the time of Moshiach. This is a nature of the monthly Birkas Hachodesh. but it is not halacha.
2D PWIYTP = PiT 9T 12357 — BT P

s TRIN N - PN ) holds that a »xom must be in the same form of the Sxom of 12792 T2 12, In other words, it must be a 9193 »on.
Our Gemara brings a proof from the fact that ywax onnax made wwo his servant swear that he must first go to the family of oniantofind a
wife for pnx, and if they don't allow her to come back with him, only then is he free from this nyaw and may seek a wife for x> even from
the 1o . We see that this is a stipulation done in the way w11 requires and seems to be a proof to his now.

The Gemara [0 2yl says that "mvow ney now nin'. Therefore, if one needs to make an pymnn »ywy and asks someone to
place it [mmy© 'a yw0] for him, he may assume his 5w did his job and placed it for him because wnrdw neny mbw nin. The Gemara
[2> v, 70 V7] uses this NN in a case where one sends a Now to be wpn a (unspecified) women for him and never retuns. We are
wwin that the messenger completed his mission because of our niwn and since we don't know who the wife is, the Sender is ox to marry
allwomen, since they might be related to the lady the robw was wpn for him.

mavom in both Gemara’s explains that the sender is o to all women only as a o for acting irresponsibly, by sending a b without
specifying which women he should be wpn. However, xrmmxmn any future women he would want to marry would be permitted to him
based on 2vn anx 9. This would mean that any lady he would want to marry, is from the majority of women in the world that are not
related to the wife the ow was wpn for him, and is therefore v to him.

The nsaypn Horw Do "1 .2 v disagrees with Tosfos and says the noox to all women is not a o3y for putting himself in a situation of
doubt, and he offers a different reason. One of his proofs is, if this action is deserving of a v for sending a messenger without details of who
to be w1pn, how were onnan and pny able to send ~wwHx away on a mission without specifying the exact women to be w1pn?

Some say this is what is meant when we say on Pesach — "o5n N mpy> wipa 125", Had 125 and Sxma been successful in poisoning
wwoN during their meal and killing him, then based on our npn, onnax would have to assume wwHx was wTpn an NN, and by not
knowing who it was, it would restrict x> from ever marrying, thus stopping the continuity of SN 595. In essence, being "0 nx Pw'!
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R’ Sholom Noach Berzovsky zt”’I (Nesivos Sholom) would say: LU g 2R L )

“Nyw N MM SN PP ONY - Why was it that Hashem accepted the offering of Hevel and not the offering of Kayin? The
posuk tells us that Kayin brought 'nnTnmn »an' (fruits of the land) while Hevel brought "axs m moan' (firstborn of his flock).
Hashem accepted Hevel’s offering because it came from his own possessions, from what he himself worked hard for and
toiled to make as best as possible. However, Kayin brought from the fruits of his field, items not necessarily from his own
hard work, rather he saw fruit and thought it would be nice to bring it to Hashem. A lesson to learn is that it’s not enough for
a person to give; if you are not giving of yourself, from what you work hard for, it is not necessarily accepted before Hashem.”

A WiseMan would say:
“A true Israeli soldier ﬁghts not because he hates what is in front of him, but because he loves what is behind him.”
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The First World War was raging in Europe, and as the fighting intensified, many young American troops were being
shipped overseas, where they met an untimely end. A worried couple came to see R’ Pinchos Dovid HaLevi Horowitz
zt”l, the first Bostoner Rebbe, at his home in Boston’s North End. Tearfully, they explained to him that their son had
received a draft notice and since many Americans were being shipped off to war in Europe, they feared for his life.
The Rebbe listened compassionately and then asked them only one question: “Do you keep Shabbos?”
“No,” they said, “we simply can’t ... the business, Rabbi ... this is America - it’s just impossible.”

“I’ll make a deal with you,” the Bostoner Rebbe said, offering a hint of a smile. “If you will keep Shabbos one hundred
percent - even here ‘in America’ - I'll promise you that your son will never go off to fight in the war.”

They hemmed and hawed, talked it over, and finally took the plunge. They gave the Rebbe their solemn promise to
keep Shabbos 100% and left. They indeed kept Shabbos conscientiously after that and all seemed well, until the U.S.
Army “found them.” Their son received a notice to appear at a designated time and place for his physical examination.

The young man’s parents panicked and ran back to the Bostoner Rebbe. They demanded an explanation. “You said he
will not go to war!” The Rebbe calmed them by saying simply, “I promised he will not go to Europe, and he won’t.”

However, their son passed his physical examination in fine form and soon received another letter from the army.
“Greetings ...” He was to appear at a specified time and place to be inducted into the U.S. Army and pick up his uniform.

Once again, his parents ran to the Rebbe. “Look, we’re keeping Shabbos as we promised we would ...” but all the
Rebbe would say was his consistent refrain: “I promised you he won’t go to Europe, and a promise is a promise.”

Another letter, another visit to the Bostoner Rebbe, and off their son went for basic training. And so the weeks went by.

Finally, they received one last letter. Their son was to appear in two weeks’ time to board a ship with his company. The
destination was the war front in Europe! Again, the parents ran to the Rebbe and again they received his promise. They
were not satisfied. But the days ticked slowly by with no deliverance in sight. No last-minute messenger came.

The parents paid the Rebbe several more visits, the last one on the very day their son was to set sail but the Bostoner
Rebbe continually maintained his calm demeanor and refused to become excited. He merely asked them, “Are you still
keeping Shabbos one hundred percent?” and, when they said yes, he calmly reiterated, “A promise is a promise ....”

On the final day before the ship was to set sail, the hours ticked by. Nothing happened, no reprieve. No last minute
notice. They left their house for the dock. Still nothing happened. They said their tearful farewells. Nothing.

Then the young soldier, together with all his shipmates, ascended the gangplank to the deck of the ship. As he reached
the top, he turned to wave one last, sad farewell - he was off to battle - and then it was all over...

Well, not quite. The next soldier in line, not expecting the man in front of him to suddenly turn and stop, accidentally
bumped into the young man waving to his parents, and the son lost his footing. While falling, he managed to get his foot
caught in a hole in the deck. There was quite a commotion at the top of the gangplank, and the young man was soon being
slowly carried back down the gangplank, wincing in pain. He had twisted his ankle, and it was quite a bad sprain, one that
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This year T'awn, should be forever ingrained in our minds and hearts, as we witnessed firsthand how the entire nwyn
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"C, mwN11 and specifically the weather, was orchestrated by our yan 0 2N 2N, only for the sake of Klal Yisroel. The torrents of

rain were halted several times over the course of weeks leading up to Sukkos, affording us the opportunity to both, build the

R sukkah and ultimately be ©»pn the mitzvah of yawn, B”H. Especially on the first night of Yom Tov! Takeh a Pelleh!

The very first Rashi quotes a Chazal that the reason the Torah started with Bereishis and not the first mitzvah of Kiddush

S Hachodesh, was "9 n903 D11 190 M¥I1.NN N"IPN YV NIND DD DN DN DN..ONN DXODYD DAWN MIMIN 1IN DXV,

How does that pacify the goyim? Now, they won’t refer to us as "©0©Y" - land robbers? I think poshut pshat is that the

"C} k gentiles of the world have a misconceived notion. i.e. WE DID IT - it’s our success, our land, WE are in control! Rashi is
¥ 1 saying that the proper outlook is that Hashem, Who created the world, is the real Boss. He gave goyim the land and decided to
now give it us. It’s a mechayav for us Yidden too, to realize that it’s Hashem’s present and not due to our efforts and power.

We, unfortunately, find ourselves now in a matzav of tzara, as Acheinu Bnei Yisroel in Eretz Yisroel face the unknown.

| And while we stand with them in tefillah and unity, it would behoove us all to be mekabel something upon ourselves as a
Yl zechus. One suggestion someone made is as follows: The Gemara in Rosh Hashana says "..no»nma py i pry mw 93", This

year, the first of Tishrei was Shabbos and we didn’t blow the Shofar. The Medrash says "mwx11" has the words "naw X" - see

R and fear the Shabbos. If we could just make some sort of chizuk in the shemira of Shabbos, each person respectively, then

b’ezras Hashem, Shabbos can be our shomer and become a meilitz yosher for us Yidden b’klal and b frat for our dear beloved

;fc;“"" brethren in artzeinu hakedosha. May we only hear besuros tovos and yeshuos for all of Klal Yisroel, BPBKAROV!
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32| 7wm: When the Gaon and Tzadik, R’ Shimshon M’Zivlin

zt”’l, was hired to serve as Rav in Zivlin, he made two

%] conditions. The first was that the kehillah would not make

any changes without his agreement. His second condition

(t was that in order not to waste precious time which he could

spend learning, he would judge kehillah matters and answer

'| questions only on Motzei Shabbos. The kehillah agreed.

One day, R’ Shimshon’s wife went to the market and

"G spotted a fish she wished to buy for Shabbos. The wife of a
¥%| rich man was standing there, and she too, wanted to buy the

fish. She raised the price, speaking in very harsh terms

%] against R” Shimshon’s wife, and bought the fish.

The onlookers were shocked at the rich woman’s behavior,

the Rav’s wife like that! This woman and her family must be
taught a lesson.” However, the Rav could only be approached
on Motzei Shabbos, so they told the Rebbetzin to prepare her
case by bringing up the story to her husband over Shabbos.

On Friday night, the Rebbetzin told R’ Shimshon the story.
“When did this happen?” “On Tuesday,” she replied.

R’ Shimshon paled, “Tuesday! And since Tuesday you
have held a grudge against a bas Yisroel? We must go now
and appease her.” Together they went to the rich man’s
house. As soon as they opened the door, the whole family
begged the Rav’s forgiveness. “We too have come to request
forgiveness from you for bearing a grudge since Tuesday!”
the Rav answered. The two sides wept, then parted in shalom.
Ywna: Hate, grudge and jealousy have always been a part of
human nature. During these trying current events in the Holy
Land, let us, the Jewish people, unite in unequivocal shalom!

could take weeks to heal. The young man quite literally missed the boat!
A few weeks of recuperation in an army hospital in Boston did wonders for his ankle and his spirits, and the young man
was soon up and about. He was eventually assigned to a new unit; but he never did see service in Europe!

The Bostoner Chassidim saw this as a clear example of “A Tzaddik decrees and Hashem fulfills,” but the Rebbe was |\

not convinced. To him, it was an example of the power of keeping Shabbos. After all, ‘A promise is a promise...”

"C, i saying, “It’s an offense to the kavod of Torah that she talks to
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The Haftorah of Machar Chodesh details Dovid
HaMelech’s absence from the royal table of Shaul HaMelech
on Rosh Chodesh after Dovid suspected Shaul had nefarious
intentions towards him. Dovid and Yonason, Shaul’s son,
formulated a plan to determine the extent of the threat after
which Dovid went into hiding. In the exchange between Dovid
and Yonason, the Navi writes, "Ja¥m Tp D NTpan” - “and
you [ Dovid] will be missed when your seat remains vacant.”
R’ Yechezkel Weinfeld shlita quotes the Rama who makes
an interesting deduction from the words of Rabbeinu
Bechaya. The word "nTpan’ means to single out, but has a
deeper connotation here. Dovid’s very absence from the royal
table would serve as his presence there. By Dovid not being

A PENETRATING ANALYSIS OF THE WEEKLY
HAFTORAH BY AN UNEQUALLED HISTORIAN

there, King Shaul would notice him more and his absence
would be even more apparent then had he been present.

Says R’ Weinfeld, the cycle of the moon is similar to the A%
& [things: 1. EMUNAH! We need to hold on tight and realize that Hashem is with us every second and He loves us and will only

=¥ do what is good for us! 2. ACHDUS! We need to truly be there for each other. This is a tremendous zechus. A woman in my

life of Dovid HaMelech and the history of the Jewish people.
The moon is small in size at the beginning of the month and
grows until midway through after which the cycle repeats

itself. This is the story of Dovid HaMelech and his Malchus: [

it goes in cycles where first it’s present and then it becomes
absent and will eventually become present again.

This Haftorah emphasizes our belief that even in the darkest [

of times, when we don’t see Hashem’s hand anywhere - as we
are seeing in Eretz Yisroel now - we know that it is still there
protecting, and will indeed come back and be revealed to us.
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Rashi tells us that after Maaseh Bereishis, the grass did not begin to grow right away because there was no rain. And why

*| was there no rain? Because there was no one to daven for rain. As soon as Adam was mispallel, rain fell and the earth sprouted!
.| Tefillah is what brings the world to life! The amount of davening that is taking place right now, here in Eretz Yisroel - and
5 | around the world - is remarkable. Thousands of sifrei Tehillim are being recited around the clock for our brothers and sisters in
"C, harm’s way. The power of Tefillah is one that stands b’rumo shel olam. It is at the helm of the universe and has the ability to

overcome nature. One should never underestimate the koach of a single prayer. This is the strength of the Jewish Nation!
In fact, R’ Elimelech Biderman shlita gave a powerful shiur this week and said that at this time we need to work on three

neighborhood told me that because 300,000 soldiers were called up on Simchas Torah, they literally took nothing with them!

rt, They need everything from deodorant to underwear to water to canned goods! She is asking everyone to please drop off stuff at
g _| her house because she has someone who will take everything down South! That is Achdus! And the third thing is TEFILLAH!
*| We must daven for our fellow Yidden, because with Tefillah, we can strengthen ourselves to overcome our enemies.

I sent my son off to Yeshivah yesterday, there is no bein Hazmanim here. I felt like the mother of a soldier sending her son out

_,‘V 1o fight. I told him he is going to his army base in the army of Hashem. Of course, we all know that the greatest ammunition we
»,, ~&| have is Torah. May all our soldiers, those in the South, North, and those in the batei Medrash and Yeshivos be successful. What

we need to win this war is spiritual zechusim! May we all be zoche to greet Mashiach, right here is the safest place in the world!




