
 //// ohudv utnyb vkt kfc hf vkt kfc utny, kt(sf-jh),ubuhxb - 
    dukt teusa tuv tkpku ',uhrg hruxht kf vru,v ,yrpn uz varpc 'vb

ost kfc rrug,n uz vhn,u 'wohruphfv ouhw asuenv ouhc ubt ohtrue ,utrenv
tuv ostva vgak ,sguhnv uz vthre ugce vnku vn kg ',tzv vthrev ,gk utucc
tmnb ostva vgac uc oh,ujpu ohgurd ohtyjk vut,nu sutn v,ujp vdhrsnc
ohtc vgav uzc teus 'wv ogubc ,uzjk ot hf v,gn .pj ubhtu 'u,kgn thac
uzc gucek vhv hutrv in tukvu 'ogca oh,ujpvk ohfhhav ohbhbg kg u,ut ohrrugnu
hjfubv ucmnc sngn ehzjvk ostv ,t ohrrugnv ,utrenc vthrev ,t vgav
okug ka ufkn hscugn ,uhvk vfza uekjc jna ,uhvku utruc ,t vcvtku vtrhk

/ohruphfv ouh ka vkgnu vbhjc v,utk .ujn vnva oh,ujp ohrcs urhfzvk tku
v,g ,gka ;t kga 'vcua,c rrug,nv ostv kt tc tuv ,uruvk hf raptu    
'ukmt .euanu huzc tyjva orud ouhv ,ause rutu 'uh,ubuug kg sutn tuv rnrn,n
uc rrug,vk ohkufh ohnhv ,ucrc hf ,gsk uhkg 'vkxfk cuah tk cuaa uk vnsbu
ohna ,ufkn kug kcek uhkg uhafgn rcf if kgu 'ohhumr h,kcu ohhkhka ,ubumr cua
h"g u,hnvk aechu rmhv uc kkg,h rat ,gc ohaev ohbnzc od rujt duxh kck
uhkg tuck ohkukga ohaev ohbnzv kg u,cua, ,gc ostv gshh tk ot hf /ohtyjv
vgac usng ,njn tuv u,urrug,v kfa rapt hrva 'vcuaj u,cua, ihta rapt
'cmn kfc ohna ,ufkn kug uhkg kcek .pj ubht rcs ka u,hntk lt ',ukg,v ka
if kgu 'unmg kg ,tz kcen vhv tk iuhxb ,gac usngn ,t rfuz vhv ukhta raptu
tuv .pj otu 'ohuua oh,gv kf tku ohcmnu ,ubhjc sug obaha ostk uk ohrhfzn

 lunf lgrk ,cvtu lng hbc ,t ry, tku oe, tk
 /// wv hbt(jh-yh)vrhybu vneb ruxht ogy ruthcc 

     tuk rnt rjnk /utk uk rnt /lkdn hbkhtav uk rnt - ry, tku oe, tk" :h"ar
uzhtu /vnheb thv uz 'hb,ktav tka lrsf lkhtan hbht uk rnt /lnusre hbkhtav
/lkdn hbkhtav uk rnt rjnk /utk uk rnt /lnusre hbkhtav uk rnt 'vrhyb thv
;t uckc vchtv ryuba 'vrhyb thv uz /hb,ktav tka 'l,unf hbhtu lk tv uk rnt
vrnt vrhybu vnebc vz ruxhtc teus gusn 'rhgvk ahu /k"fg '"oeub ubhta hp kg

?c"mu '"wv hbt" - vru,v
 c,fa vn osevc 'rtck vtrbu    lllluuuubbbbhhhhjjjjvvvv    rrrrppppxxxxvvvvruxht" ihbgk uruthcc (t"nr vumn) 

'gr sg cuyn uvreh rat kf hf uck kt i,hu ostv gsha 'vumnv haran" 'k"zu "vneb
rcs vhvh tk uhjt aht shn ostv shnu 'tuv lurc oav ,tn uhkg tuc,a vchx tuv
uh,ubuug hf uapbc gsh 'ost uvchtfh ut uvrgmhaf if kg 'tuv lurc oav iumr h,kc
,chx ubht tuv hf ubnn ouebk uh,ucajn ,hah tku 'lfc uhkg rzd lrc,h oavu unrd
uk ujhbv :(th 'zy wc ktuna) oukav uhkg sus rnta unfu 'ccxnv tuv iuugv hf 'u,gr
tmnb sugu /trd ic hgnac tku utyjc ihbgv vk, 'lrc,h oav uk rnt hf kkehu

/v"cev ka ubumrn duxh tk tuva cmn kfca kcek uhkg kyun hgcsf vcua,c
hf ',u,ujpv ,ubhjcv uhbpk ohrhfznaf ostv ,t ezjk lfc ohmpj lshtn     
vz tuv hn hf 'uchkc vvhn, rrug,h vhkg ka inzc tmnb ubhva rjtn vgav uzc
tyuhs hshk ostv tucha if,h lhtv ?uktv ,urunjv kg rucgk vut,h rat
vhn,v uc rrug,n vhkg hbnzc usngca ,utrk ost kf kufha hpf ?uzf vbu,j,
ose hnhn ,uburfz ukmt urrug,h ztu ',ubye hbhbgc iuhxb hshk tucha if,h lht
vnf urcg uatr kg odu ,ubye ka vbhjcc unmg tuv vhv ovc ohngpv ,t
iumrn ,uybk u,gs kg v,kg lhtv gsuh ubht v,g ,gk rat ,ubuhxb vnfu
ot hf obhtu ',uann ka ihbg obht ,ubuhxbv ukt kf hf jfuuh vgav uzcu 'iuhkgv
u,ut ohxbn ihtaf v,g ,gk if kgu 'ostv ka ubuhns ,t khsdnv rmhv ,unhzn
'jur ,ugru kcv ot hf ,ubuhxbv uktc vhv tka rhfvk u,ut ohjhbn ohnav in
ucrec rmhv rrughaf kgp,h tk cua v,gn hf tcvk kg od euzhj kceh itfnu
,ubyek cua kuphaf od hf 'vtkv ufrsk inhx vga v,ut vhvhu ',uya jurv
ovc rat ohgdrv i,ut ,t uk rhfzh ohrnu ohae ,ubuhxb og ssun,vk lrymhu
kyck uz tbexn uk khgu,u ',uann oua ohhu,hpv uktc iht hf u,cajnc ehxv

 /iuhxbv ka upeu, duphu ogz rucgh rat sg ,uczufv ,ubuhnsvn u,ukgp,v ,t
    kgu vhkg hbnzc ostv tmnb ohngpk 'rut ,suebf anak ohfhrm ohrcsv ukt

tuch ohnhv ,ucrca rapt 'vke, hshk tuch tk okugka uk vnsb v,g ,gka ;t
usugc v,g ,gk rcfu 'ihjunv ,ubyec kuphu ijcnv rufc u,ut ushngh uca ouhv
h"g 'ogz ouhn unmg ,t .kjk tucnu vmg uk ihe,vk uhkg kyun ,uksd ka ishgc
ohcuyv uhnhn vzhjt uk vhv, iuhxb ,gk tuchafu 'o,uhxptcu ,ugrv ,ubdc ibuc,ha

/rmhnv in .kjhvk vfzh vz hsh kgu ,ugnanu ;eu, oua ukt ohhu,pc iht hf
ouka ,uhvcu 'ost hbc ckn ,unyanv rhcgvku chr ,hcavk cr ,kgu, vumnc

/k"fg '"ovk ouka oav vagh ohabt ihc
oua ihta ',"havc vbuntv ,usuxh hrehg kg od sxuhn vneb ruxhts 'hrv    
/uc ouebk iufb ubht if kgu ',"hav ,tn tuv kfv er 'grv ,chx okugc ost
iputva '"wv hbt" vrhybu vneb ka vz ruxhtc rntb gusn cyhv icun vz hpk f"tu
kf kfa vnhka vbuntc intha '"wv hbt"c vbuntv h"g er tuv 'uz vumn ohhek
tcha rzdb rcf kfva tkt 'grv ,chx ubht unmgc tuv 'urhcjk vaug sjta grv

/vhapbn oukf uk vaug ubht urhcju 'ohnav in uhkg
 c,f 'ohghdn ohrcsv ifhv sg ,uruvku    iiiihhhhssssnnnngggg    cccceeeegggghhhh    wwwwrrrr) zzzzuuuugggg    kkkkssssddddnnnn    ,,,,rrrrhhhhcccc    uuuurrrrppppxxxxcccc'

iusk iput oua tmnh tk ot ukhpta 'tkpb rcs c,f (,ufz ;fk isv ,hhkg ihbgc
ubhct iumr ,uagk hsf vrhjcv ubnn ekhx v"ceva" :rnth ',ufz ;fk urhcj ,t
uk ujhbv" :sus rntu hgna ukkheaf lknv sus ,buuf v,hv vza c,fu /"ohnaca
jhka vhv hgna vaga vn kfa 'v,hv vbuufv '"sus ,t kke uk rnt wv hf kkehu
kkf huk, ubhtu 'juka tuv hrv 'vga u,utc ,ufz uhkg sunhku 'ohnav in

 c,fu !ohtkpb ohrcs /rcs u,ut ,uagk u,rhjccoooohhhhhhhhjjjj    ....ppppjjjjvvvviuakv ,rhna) 
vga u,utc '"kke uk rnt wv" sus rnta iuhf 'vz ogyna (wj erp vcub,v rga

!ibuc,nk ohtrub ohrcs 'vcfrn hkdrk hghcrv ,uhvk sus vfz

"tny uehpx shjhv ,uarc vtnuy epx" - We learn from vyux ,ufkv that just like the vyux who acted in shjhv ,uar and it’s only a epx if she was
[vbzn] tnyn, yet we treat her like she is tny, so too, any epx vtnuy that has been originated in shjhv ,uar is also tny. If, however the epx
tnuy is in ohcrv ,uar, then ruvy uehpx.  [itfn v"s]wxu,  asks, why do I need a sunhk from vyux to tell me that a epx in r"vr is ruvy? Since it’s
a doubt, why wouldn’t I just be u,ezj kg shngv and say it remains tahor because of it’s vrvy ,ezj? Tosfos answers, that if I wouldn’t have the
special limud from vyux to teach me that  a r"vrc epx is ruvy, I would think when the Torah says a Sotah who is a epx if she was tnyn in h"vr
is tny, the Torah means that all vtnuy epx whether in shjhv ,uar or ohcrv ,uar are always tny, and when the Torah says vr,xbu, it is
addressing the common case of a Sotah which is in private, but don’t learn from here that only in h"vr is a tny epx. Maybe it’s a "lknv ,rhzd"
that by vtnuy all ,uehpx are tny. So, "hrhnd t,fkv" that the Torah means only in h"vr is a SafekTamei, exactly like the Sotah but not in r"vr.
    The vban [ws 'u"p ,urvy] says that even if we have a tehpx epx if someone became tny in shjhv ,uar he is also tny. 
    The  [wsk ,ut 'wdxr]lubhj ,jbn  klers if the din of tny h"vrc vtnuy epx, applies to ohruxht as well? For example, a rhzb or a ivf may not
become tny and if they do, they are rcug a utk. So, do we apply the din of Sotah that even though it is only a epx if she became tny in h"vr
she is tny and vkgck vruxt and must drink the vyux hn, so too, this same din would apply to the rhzb and ivf and they would be considered
tny and oiver a utk for becoming tny, or do we say that the Torah said regarding the dinim of Tumah, even though it’s a doubt, he is tny, but
regarding the utk that the Torah said he may not be oiver, maybe he wouldn’t get ,uekn if he was rcug because regarding the utk it would be like
all other ohruxht in the Torah and this din would not apply? And if this is true, then they could even vkhj,fk touch a h"vrc tny epx and true
they’ll be tny but they won’t get ,uekn? Additionally, if someone is in doubt if he became h"vrc tny he is tny, but what is the halacha if he now
enters the asenv ,hc before becoming Tahor? If he was warned not to enter, would he get ,uekn? 

],urgv .cue [wuy ,ut u"y wx ibjkt wr     klers: when we say a vyux who was "vr,xbu" is tny, is it because we assume she was kgcb and that’s
why she is tny, or does the situation (cmn) of epx in h"vr create a new din and make her vkgck vruxt? R’ Elchanan says these 2 ohssm would
answer the j"jbn. If we say h"vrc epx is tny because we assume she was kgcb, then a ivf who has a epx in h"vr would also be assumed to
be tny and would get ,uekn for a utk. If we assume like the second sm, then by the ivf this new din would also apply and he would be tny but
it would not apply to the utk aspect of the vagn                                                                     and he would not get ,uekn. cyhv oa ihhg.               

                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Vilna Gaon, R’ Eliyahu zt”l (Aderes Eliyahu) would say:
     “wvbac ,jt o,tyj kfn h"bc kg rpfkw - Why is there no Mitzvas Lo Saaseh for ‘Inuy’ (suffering) on Yom Kippur? There are
365 days throughout the year in which the Satan has the ‘right’ to prosecute each and every person. To this end, there are
365 Lo Saaseh to protect us from him. However, there is one day in which the Satan does not have any right to harm us -
that day is Yom Kippur (iyav is gematria 364 alluding to the number of days he has the right to do us harm). Therefore,
there is no Mitzvas Lo Saaseh on Yom Kippur because there is no need on this day to protect us from the harmful Satan.”

A Wise Man would say: “Do not wait for just the right moment to start - start and make each moment just right.”                           
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         A SERIES IN HALACHA
       LIVING A “TORAH” DAY
Kashrus in the Kitchen (74). The Dinim of Tevilas Keilim.
Last week we discussed the functions of certain utensils that
define them as klei seudah - meal utensils - and thus obligate
them in tevilah, as well as which ones are exempt. Whatever is
used to prepare the food or consume it, requires immersion.
There are some utensils that have a doubt regarding their status
and the halacha is that we are toivel them without a beracha.
Utensils That Are Toiveled Without a Beracha Due to
Halachic Doubts. The Shulchan Aruch and RMA (1) argue
whether a shochet’s knife  needs tevilah. The Mechaber holds
that utensils that can help process foods which are not yet fit for
eating and they still require preparation after a utensil has
finished its job, are not called klei seudah and don’t need
tevilah. The RMA, however, argues and rules that one should
immerse the shechita knife. He finishes off and says that one
should be toivel it without a beracha. The Shach (2) says that the
RMA was only machmir to be toivel in a case like by the
shechita knife, which technically is fit to use for food, however,

      

items that have no use with regard to edible foods, one does not
have to be toivel them. The Taz argues and says that even things
that have no use with edible foods are obligated to be immersed
without a beracha. It is better to be machmir like the Taz. 
List of Utensils That One is Toivel Without a Beracha. All of
the following are used to prepare foods that still need more
preparation after the utensil has done its part of the preparation:
Shechita knife, skinning knife, dough mixer, metal rolling pin,
metal dough shaper, scissors made for cutting raw meat, meat
grinder, hammer that flattens out shnitzel, metal hole maker in
matzos, peeler used just for potatoes. R’ S. Z. Auerbach zt”l

says a flour sifter should be immersed without a beracha (3). He
mentions there a logic to exempt it from tevilah: the flour sifter
does not improve the fine flour, it just removes the thicker flour.
Rav Elyashiv zt”l (4) agrees with this logic exempting a flour
sifter from tevilah. If a  potato peeler is also used often for apples
or carrots that are edible after peeling, even if they are used for
potatoes more often, they should be toiveled with a beracha (5).



   Judging favorably is the foundation of getting along with other people because if you never think badly about people, you
will not have any negative feelings toward them. This is clear from the mitzvah of “B’tzedek Tishpot Amisecha.” Even if the
positive thoughts you put in your mind about the person are not true, it doesn’t matter. It doesn’t have to be true. As long as you
have removed any negativity from your heart, you get the mitzvah.
      There is another mitzvah in the parsha that tells us, “Lo Sisna es achicha bilvavecha.” You are not allowed to hate your
brother in your heart. This means that it is forbidden to feel negativity towards any Jew in your heart. A negative feeling is a
form of hatred. In Lashon HaKodesh there is no word for like or dislike. There is “Ahava” and “Sinah.” Any form of positive
feelings is love, any type of negative feeling is under the category of hatred. 
     R’ Ephraim Wachsman shlita explained this mitzvah as follows. He says that one is not allowed to hate his brother WITH
his heart. Since we are all different from one another, we usually love people that we can relate to. People that have similar
ideas, goals, personality, and way of thinking are easier to love. That is the meaning of “K’ish echad b’lev echad - like one man
with one heart” - this is  complete unity. People tend to “hate” people who are different from them, and therefore the Torah
says, “Do Not hate your brother WITH YOUR heart.” Don’t judge people with your heart and hate them because they are not
like you. We must love everyone, and accept them even if they are different from us.
    By judging people favorably we can turn our daily stress and Lachatz into “Hatzlacha.” By bringing Hashem into the
picture we can say to ourselves, “This person was put into my life by Hashem and He is testing me to find the good in him.”
Ask Hashem for siyata dishmaya to see the good in every one and turn your stress into success.

    Much ink has been spilled delving into these words, inspiring many Yidden over the generations. We hope our “spilled
ink” will inspire as well. The words wv hbt need clarification as to why they were used in this context, and what connection
they have to the mitzvah of lunf lgrk ,cvtu. Again, there are many explanations and we will choose one. 
    Humans, unlike animals, possess more of a need to cultivate relationships, acquire friends, and a need to share and
interact with others. Human tendency, as described by the Rambam in ,ugs ,ufkv, is to be influenced by our surroundings,
and most assuredly by the company we keep. There is, therefore, a concern that as we do not always have the luxury of
carefully selecting our friends, we must be extremely vigilant not to become, oukau xj, adversely affected by them. Also,
even if we have the siyata dishmaya to acquire solid friends, something may crop up to challenge our ruchniyus. A friend
may begin to struggle, and his spiritual issues may, unintentionally, begin pulling others down. Thus, the Torah pre-warns
us: wv hbt. Make sure your friendships are on solid ground, and at all times, abide by the Torah and its mitzvos. If you do,
then Hashem promises, wv hbt - I too will be rfa okak intb and “will be part” of your friendship. That’s one vcajn.
    Additionally, Chazal teach us, "vru,c kusd kkf vz tcheg hcr rnt". Rabbi Akiva witnessed the demise of 24,000 of his
prized students. Rather than give up, the great Tanna started all over with another five students, warning them not to be like
the others, who had perished. Hence, there was nobody more qualified than Rabbi Akiva to say kkf vz ///lunf lgrk ,cvtu
wvru,cw kusd. In order for the Torah and its legacy to live on, our bein adam lachaveiro must be in tip-top shape.
     During these vrhpxv hnh may we internalize these messages to begin readying ourselves for Kabbolas Hatorah.                

                                                                                                                                                                                                              

 o,t ohhaf hbcf tukv
 /// ktrah hbc hk(z-y xung)

tku ks hbp ta, tk ypanc kug uag, tk
 /// l,hng ypa, esmc kusd hbp rsv,(uy-yh)

 lng hbc ,t ry, tku oe, tk
 /// wv hbt lunf lgrk ,cvtu(d-ch)

 /// ovc hju ostv o,t vagh rat hypan ,tu h,ej ,t o,rnau(v-jh)
      Rashi and Onkelos explain that “V’chai bahem” references Olam Haba, that when one lives a life fulfilling the Dvar
Hashem, it will enable him to live on after he or she has passed from Olam Hazeh. In order to live in the next world, we must
live, so to speak, in this world, by investing our time in Limud HaTorah and Kiyum Hamitzvos. The Shlah Hakadosh zt”l

adds that it’s not enough to merely live a life replete with mitzvah observance. “V’chai bahem” means that one must imbue
his life of adherence to mitzvos with “life” itself. It’s not enough to engage in G-dly behavior by rote. There needs to be
feeling, there needs to be excitement, there needs to be enjoyment. His actions must come alive.
     When R’ Yisroel Gustman zt”l was only twenty years old, he was appointed a dayan on the beis din of R’ Chaim Ozer
Grodzensky zt”l. R’ Chaim Ozer was the Rav of Vilna, and a leader of world Jewry in the years preceding the second world
war. R’ Yisroel served as a dayan on R’ Chaim Ozer’s beis din for twenty-five years. What was the secret to R’ Yisroel
Gustman’s greatness? Many stories are told of R’ Gustman’s perseverance and self-sacrifice as he survived and thrived
through the horrific years of the Holocaust. R’ Yisroel was a partisan for five years during the war, hiding out in forests
together with his wife and daughter, as they fled from the Nazis. He once survived being shot in the head at point blank range.
He hid for six months in a pit with his family, living on scraps thrown in by a non-Jewish farmer - and during that time he
learned Meseches Zevachim from memory twenty times. His entire existence was Torah - a life of “V’chai bahem.”
     After the war, R’ Gustman came to the Budapester Rav, R’ Yisroel Veltz zt”l, and asked him, “Does the Rebbe
remember the five shailos (halachic questions) that he sent to R’ Chaim Ozer a number of years ago?” 
      The Budapester Rav was surprised at this young man before him and replied, “I do remember the shailos, but I never
received answers, because just at that time, the war broke out.” R’ Gustman continued, “R’ Chaim Ozer gave me the shailos
and told me to write answers to them, which I did. I could not send them to you because of the war, but I remember the
answers quite clearly.” He then proceeded to tell the Budapester Rav, by heart, the answers to all five questions, which he had
written five years earlier. Each answer was six or seven pages long! After so much pain, after so many troubles, he
remembered each complete answer. It was his Ameilus b’Torah that protected him through the war and carried him through
the rest of his life. He imbued his entire existence with “life” - Torah study and mitzvos, even during the darkest hours.
    When R’ Yisroel came to Eretz Yisroel in 1971, he went to see the great Steipler Gaon zt”l. The Steipler could not hear
well, and his visitors had to write down what they wanted to say. R’ Yisroel asked for a beracha and signed the note, “Yisroel
Gustman.” Upon reading the signature, the Steipler asked him, “Was your father a dayan on R’ Chaim Ozer’s beis din?” 
    R’ Gustman replied, “My father? That was me.” The Steipler read the words and he looked up in astonishment. 
     “That was you?!” exclaimed the Steipler. The elderly Gaon could not walk well, and sometimes could not even go to shul.
When he would walk, he would tread slowly, step by step. Yet, upon hearing who stood before him, the Steipler stood up and
ran to R’ Yisroel, hugging and kissing him, saying, “You do not know the esteem in which R’ Chaim Ozer held you!”  
      A short while later, R’ Yisroel went to visit the Tchebiner Rav zt”l, and the same story repeated itself. “Did you have a
relative who was a dayan on R’ Chaim Ozer’s beis din in Vilna?” asked the Tchebiner Rav. “That was me,” came the reply.
    “That was you?!” The Tchebiner Rav stood up, donned his hat, and made a beracha, “Boruch Ata Hashem Elokeinu
Melech Haolam Shechalak M’chochmaso Li’reiyav” (the beracha recited upon seeing an outstanding talmid chacham)! The
Tchebiner Rav said the complete form of the blessing (with Hashem’s name), and did so wearing a hat and jacket, the way he
would dress when davening to Hashem. He did not make this beracha for everyone, but R’ Yisroel Gustman was an unusual
person - a talmid chacham who truly used his life to toil in Torah. One who spent his entire life “living” the Torah.                     
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 /// uhv, ohause ovhkt ,rntu ktrah hbc kt rcs(c-yh)
llllyyyynnnn: When the family of R’ Mattisyahu Salomon shlita

moved from England to Lakewood, they developed a very
close friendship with their new neighbors, the Epsteins. The
children played with each other and became fast friends. The
adults were equally friendly. A simcha in the Salomon home
instantly became a simcha in the Epstein home, and vice
versa. They helped one another. One big happy family.
   So, when one of the Salomon girls got engaged, the
Epsteins were truly thrilled and couldn’t wait to dance at her
wedding. To their misfortune, however, this dream did not
materialize. Rabbi Epstein passed away a few weeks before
the wedding and the Epsteins were plunged into mourning.
Obviously, attending the wedding would be out of question.
    On the day of the wedding, the Epstein family came home
to find a note on the door that read: “To our dear friends, the

 

Epsteins, please do not prepare dinner this evening. Your
dinner will be served to all of you. We will miss you  at the
wedding, but we wanted you to share in our simcha, so the
caterer will be at your home with the wedding meal shortly.
May we share future simchos. The Salomons.”
    Presently, a van soon arrived from the wedding hall,
bringing with it a full meal, including dessert, for the whole
Epstein family. And not only that, the Salomons sent
someone over with photos that had just been taken at the
chasunah, so the entire Epstein family could enjoy the
wedding while they ate the wedding feast!
llllyyyynnnnpppp: The Mishna in Avos makes the following remark:
“What is the proper path that a person should choose for
himself? A good neighbor!” The reason is because by
properly choosing the right neighbors and friends, a person
can be guaranteed to stay on the right path. These are the type
of friends one should cherish and love as himself.

  In this week’s Haftorah, Amos HaNavi delivers Hashem’s
declaration, “To Me, you (Klal Yisroel) are just like the
Ethiopians (Kushiyim).” Chazal explain that the simple
implication of Amos’s statement is that Hashem was
comparing Klal Yisroel, who were so steeped in sin, to the
Ethiopians who cannot change the pigment of their dark-
colored skin. Klal Yisroel had gone so far down the path of
sin that Hashem was beginning to wonder why He should
ever refrain from exacting retribution upon them.
     R’ Chaim Aryeh Leib zt”l of Yadvamba (Shaar Bas
Rabim) offers a different approach to understand this. He
explains based on Shlomo HaMelech who writes in Shir
HaShirim (1:5): "vutbu hbt vruja" – “I am dark, but comely...”

implying that Klal Yisroel’s isolation in the world is similar to
the uniqueness of the Ethiopian people’s dark skin. The very
fact that Klal Yisroel is like the “black sheep” of the family in
the eyes of the nations of the world, gives us – and only us –
an avenue with which to draw closer to Hashem. For if we
were more admired by the gentile nations, we would try to
assimilate with them and then the uniqueness and beauty of
the Am Yisroel would be forgotten.
     So, when Hashem declared "ohhaf hbcf tukv" – saying that
Klal Yisroel are like the Ethiopians who are separated from
the world due to their dark-colored skin, He intended to say
that because of our sequestration in the world, hbc hk o,t"
"ktrah – that is why Klal Yisroel is the chosen nation.
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