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On behalf of thousands of Shomer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply helps families of Melandim, Agunos and Grushos in Eretz Yisroe! at ZERO expense

A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Kashrus in the Kitchen (24). Separation of Meat and Dairy.
Separating Meat and Dairy. We continue with halachos and
customs of meat and dairy kitchen items, and when it suffices to
use one for both types. As explained, some requirements are
halacha and some are customs or just recommendations.

Salt Shakers. In the olden days, salt was kept on the table in small
open bowls and the RM’A () rules that two bowls are needed
because they would dip food or greasy fingers into the bowls,
leaving grease residue on the salt which may get onto the other
type (meat or dairy), unless there is a separate salt bowl. Today,
we use covered salt shakers and this is not a problem. However
there are reasons that make it highly recommended to have two.
1) Steam from liquid and even solid food is like the item itself as is
well known from the Teshuvos HaRosh (). If a person would
add salt to a steaming pot or food it might get into the salt shaker
and dampen the salt. This would be a problem even if the steam
was not fully hot any more. Even if the shaker was held high it
would be a problem if the steam is thick enough before dispersing
to be seen. It is recommended to shake salt into one’s hand and
then drop it into the steaming dish. If one is always careful to do
so, one could have one shaker for all. But since one might forget

or others might might do the salting. it s better to have two
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2) Since children use the salt shakers, they might touch them with
greasy hands, or actually press the top of the salt shaker directly
onto the food. This can happen by adults too.

Salt Shaken Over a Steaming Pot or Food. If one did shake salt
over a steaming item, b’dieved he can still consider the salt parve.
It is not that probable that steam would get into the holes of the salt
shaker since salt is also exiting out of those holes. Even if some
would get inside, it is so minute that wherever it would end up,
would be nullified in sixty. Also, we can combine the opinion of
the Bach (3) that steam in an open area does not count. Even
though many argue, it can still combine with the other reasons @.
Ketchup and Mustard. Because of the second reason that we
mentioned above, it is advisable to have separate containers
(dispensers) for ketchup and mustard and to mark them as meat
and dairy before using.

Pitchers and Glasses for Cold Drinks. One can use the same
pitchers for cold parve drinks at both meat and dairy meals.
Regarding glasses, even though there are a number of reasons to
permit one set if they are washed well between types, the custom is
not to rely on this and to have two sets. A few decades ago, there
were many who only had one set but since glasses have become
so cheap these days. the custom has become to have two sets.
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e ey SN v S5na” - The Gemara says that noow & 95 are different than mmnin s, for although we normally say ¥y >0
"ynnwn N, yet even 10 people can fain the Megillah simultaneously & we are not concemed that the listener will get confused because we
say "yw»nyT o n>anT ", Rashi [0 0] explains, since it is something new & happens infrequently, people listen more intently & are
able to decipher the 2 sounds & concentrate on the voice they want to hear. Similarly, the ¥™w ['2 X" n"ix] says that when one receives an
Aliya for nmmn mxp, he must read along with the & by3, so that his n572 is not nbvab. Additionally, he must read along very quietly.
The 2"y explains, that even though we normally say "winnwn N ¥ 0", since he is reading along very quietly, itisn't a concern.

Tosfos here says that originally the n>w would read the portion he was called up for. But "w»25 Now 15" one that doesn’t know how to
lain, we have a ma>x wHv - the Baal Korei - lain the entire Parsha for everyone. The w4 says we are not concerned about embarrassing
those who cannot /ain, because people will learn how to /ain if the halacha states that you have to fain your portion. The issue we are trying to
avoid is someone who thinks he knows how to lain & will get an Aliya & not /ain properly & as a result, we won't be xx». To avoid the
uncomfortable situation of telling certain people that their faining isn't up to par, we appoint a i Sya to handle all the faining duties.

The na5n amea [nSvaY 1 ow] says that many Poskim hold that if one can't fain along with the Xp Sy, he may not get an Aliya, because
otherwise his bracha will be in vain. Others bring a mbwyy that by Megillah, one may make the brachos & another can fain. If so, this should hold
true by n"mip also. The N could make his brachos & the xwp Hya can fain. This seems to be a proof to those who hold [9"vyn] the nbw
need not read along! The n'n says he does not agree with this comparison at all. By Megillah there is a chiyuv on every individual to read, so one
may be oM others with naws wiw. But the chiyuv of ' is to hear it but not for each person to fain it, therefore, when the now makes a
753, he needs to read it himself because otherwise all he is doing is listening like everyone else in the .y, & on listening alone, the chachamim

never instituted to make these brachos. JN} _] J _] N) J:]- 1 )
The Baal HaTurim writes:

‘ 9:27 (YL VMN) AVNA WA DN (4) 175 MYTN MWD

19 P IPIYIA DY VNN .DMIDNN MDY M) DPON N NN TV 19 - The words, '©5nn » »' have the numerical
value of 216, the same as ')n 12 295" Pharaoh was telling Moshe, ‘I know your plan is to bring the Jews to the Land of
Israel but you are wasting your time, because they will all die in the wilderness, and only Kalev and Bin Nun
(Yehoshua) will live to reach the land. Moshe replied, 79315321 199y32’ - Do not worry, for all those who are now under

20 or over 60 will also survive the wilderness and come into the holy land of Eretz Yisroel.” [ jam spy sipes #owS v1pm
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The city of Lodz, located about 85 miles southwest of Warsaw, contained the second largest Jewish community in
prewar Poland, after Warsaw. At the turn of the twentieth century, the Rav, R’ Eliyahu Chaim Meisels z¢”’l, was sought
after for his sagacious wisdom, piety and righteousness, and he earned the respect and affection of both the Chassidishe
and Litvish communities residing in the city, a feat nearly unmatched at the time. Lodz was a city dominated by a clique of
prosperous, assimilated industrialists and merchants. In addition to overseeing the provision of basic religious needs, the
Rav worked energetically to convince many of his community’s wealthiest assimilated members to join in organizing a
series of institutions to serve the growing numbers of impoverished Jews drawn to economic opportunities in Lodz.

Stories about R’ Elya Chaim credit him with preventing pogroms in Lodz and protecting Jewish interests in the city and
beyond. One specific story stands out and was spoken of with awe and incredulity, among the citizens of Lodz. It is
recorded in old Chevra Kadish records from that time-period and it recounts the following incident.

In the late 1800’s, a calamitous plague - most likely Typhus - broke out in the city of Lodz, affecting its residents and
the nearby environs. The plague swept across the area felling Jews and gentiles alike. Accounts from local newspapers
from those days reported that the plague prowled among the citizens and villagers in a terrifying way and there was almost
no house without someone ill. Mortality was huge and carpenters around the city and nearby towns did nothing but build
coffins. “People walk around apathetic because there was no way to prevent the plague,” wrote one Polish newspaper.
Another delivered an even more dramatic account: “Funerals usually take place without crying, because often the whole
family of the deceased lies in a fever and there is no one to cry over the coffin. It often happens that a mother lying
unconscious in a fever does not know that her dead child is being taken away from the house.” Often death came very
quickly. “In the morning you are healthy, in the evening you are gone” one could hear constantly back then.

R’ Elya Chaim remained healthy throughout the terrible days when the plague ravaged his community and he worked
above and beyond to care for and assist all those in need. He called for public fasts and demanded even more charity from
those who could afford it. He practically didn’t sleep as he was called from house to house to soothe his constituents and
often say Viduy and recite Krias Shema with them before they passed away.

Finally, R’ Elya Chaim decided that enough is enough and he must be more proactive if he wished to remove this
teribble catastrophe from among his midst. One day, he suddenly appeared in the middle of the day, wearing the special
white kittel that he only wore on Yom Kippur, as well as his Talis and Tefillin. As curious bystanders watched in awe, R’
Elya Chaim marched to the Lodz Jewish cemetery and halted as he reached the front gate. Then, in an ethereal voice that
sounded almost other-worldly, he announced: “I will not allow the Malach Hamaves (angel of death) to take one more
person from my city. Hear me now. It is either you or me! Either you go or I will go!” With that, he walked silently into
the cemetery and laid himself down inside the front gate. He took out a sefer Tehillim and began to daven with copious
tears streaming down his cheeks that Hashem remove the plague from the city. He didn’t care if onlookers watched him
with their jaws agape. He needed to stop the plague right now and he intended to make sure that happened.

Members of the Chevra Kadisha were called and they were the first ones to testify that their great and holy rabbi’s
efforts bore fruit. R’ Elya Chaim insisted that he would not leave until the plague was gone and he did not have to wait
long. Within a short while, the infections began to drop and soon nobody was becoming sick anymore. And those who

were sick, started to get better and their symptoms faded, almost overnight. People in Lodz would comment with a mixture |\

of love and devotion, that their holy Rabbi literally forced the angel of death to leave the city of .odz. @shL’Rayahu Shemos 5763)
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Comparable to the downfall of the Egyptians at the time of

the exodus, Yirmiyahu HaNavi describes the punishment
Hashem visited upon Egypt centuries later at the hands
Nevuchadnezzar, King of Bavel, and he relates how the
Babylonians conquered land “from before the sword of the
oppressor.” Interestingly, Chazal note that strangely the
word "my" — which means a dove and is a symbol of peace
and tranquility, is the word used by Yirmiyahu to describe
the oppressors of the land of Israel. A word that symbolizes
peace should be used desribe oppressors? Why is that?

R’ Dovid Feinstein z¢”I (Kol Dodi) explains that human
nature is such that when one reaches his pinnacle of
achievement, he oftens begins to lose focus on what actions

Aarroman By e 12 Himscr orevan 3 M NODT "_7/!) NN NN

and measures he used to get him there in the first place, or
why he ever set out to achieve his goal at all. Upon
conquering Eretz Yisroel from the Assyrians while
simultaneously destroying the Egyptians, Nevuchadnezzar
and the Babylonians were at the top of the world and so he
adopted the Assyrian flag with the symbolic dove woven into
it as his own, to show that despite all the bloodshed, he was
still a peace-loving monarch. Of course, this was a farce, but
he had adopted this idea from the Egyptians who had lulled
the Jews into complacency with promises of support in the
event of an attack but never showed up when the time came.
Therefore, it is not just strength that one projects which
makes him who he is, but what he does through his actions.
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The Gemara (Shabbos 147b) relates a most fascinating and unfortunate incident that befell Rav Elazar Ben Aruch. He went to a

CONCEPTS IN AVODAS HALEV FROM THE
FAMILY OF R’ CHAIM YOSEF KOFMAN ZT"L

"C, place known for its luxurious trappings, exotic wines, and waters. He was “lured” into these pleasures and as a result forgot all his

learning. When he was able to finally extract himself and return, he got up to read from the Torah. But instead of reading the

9 words "o09 mn vnn", the words came out "0aY mn wanNn'. His fellow Rabbanim davened for him and his Torah wisdom

returned. Many meforshim discuss why was this particular posuk chosen as the example of his loss of vast Torah knowledge?
There’s a pshat from the sefer Tzror Hamor which can possibly give us some insight to this. He says that the Torah is
teaching us an eternal message. "mn ¥nN"- this month in which Klal Yisroel was presented with their first mitzvos — "025".

© | That, is what you can call yours. Torah and mitzvos remain with us for all eternity, in this world and in the next - not our
¥ 1 material possessions or monetary acquisitions. In place of putting his efforts on his spiritual assets, aiming higher, Rav Elazar

seeked pleasure in this world as well. Thus, he ended up reading, "025 70 wNN" and not "02% MmN wINN".
There is another pshat in "035 mn wINN". The ability for one to constantly renew oneself is exclusive to Yidden, who

v throughout all generations personified this immortality. So although Rav Elazar had lost his infinite Torah knowledge, he
=& sought to reconnect by pleading "055 mn wInin". Lastly, the Seforno explains this posuk as such. For the first time, the Yidden

had their own time and weren’t controlled by Pharaoh. When we follow in Hashem’s ways we can be free. If, however, we

R become steeped in Olam Hazeh, we’re constantly running after everything else, we become slaves to our animalistic instincts.

Thus Rav Elazar said "2 70 wann" because he became enslaved to the physical world. As Rosh Chodesh Shevat

rt“,“"" commences this week, let us focus on leading lives of ruchniyus which will forever remain with us. M2 MMWA YRV - Vav!
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2om: As a source of chizuk to people, R’ Yisroel Belsky z¢”1

| Would tell the following parable: On December 7, 1941,
Yo®%| Pearl Harbor was attacked and thousands of American naval

officers and seamen were killed. The U.S. declared war on

(t Japan. They then mounted a counter-attack and drove the
o% | Japanese back until they neared the Japanese mainland.

The military high command planned the attack which they
hoped would end the war, but soon they encountered a

&'| problem. The Japanese had fortified the beachheads and
$%| taken up positions on many Pacific islands which served as a
S| barrier to any possible invasion. One island in particular
w| seemed very heavily fortified, as if this island was the

Japanese staging ground for most of their firepower. Japan

But to take it, it would be necessary for volunteers to come
forward and invade the island for what seemed like a suicide
mission. There was no other way to clear the island.

A group of brave marines volunteered for the task and set
out for what seemed to be their final mission. However, upon
reaching the island, they quickly discovered that the tanks and
guns that they had seen from afar were in fact inflated
balloons that looked like exact replicas of heavy weaponry.
The entire beachhead contained dummy munitions and there
weren’t even any Japanese soldiers there to defend the island.
Ywm: Brei Yisroel were redeemed due to their emunah. When
one faces seemingly insurmountable challenges, he should first
determine the correct approach to the problem and place his
full trust in Hashem. Then, said R’ Belsky, he may be
pleasantly surprised to discover that the challenges were not
insurmountable, and in fact, can be dealt with and overcome.

"C, could not be invaded unless that island was first conquered.
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EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS ON MIDDOS TOVOS FROM
THE WELLSPRINGS OF R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO

N AT

The Torah describes how Hashem hardened Pharaoh’s heart time and again when Moshe came to him. He became

desensitized to the horrible plagues that were torturing his people. How could Hashem interfere with his free choice? And if
¥%. | Hashem did manipulate Pharaoh’s decisions and choices, how could he be punished or held responsible for his actions?

Rav Dessler z#’l brings down the Rambam, who explains that, in fact, it was only by the 6th plague that Hashem hardened

% his heart. The first five makkos, Pharaoh hardened his own heart. Chazal teach us that when someone does a sin and then does

the same sin again, "N Y WYY - it becomes mutar to him. It is not such a big deal anymore. By the 3rd and 4th time, it is

‘T'«( already a mitzvah! By then, not only is his sensitivity dulled, but he has already rationalized to himself why this is a good thing.

So, the first time Moshe Rabbeinu comes to Pharaoh and tells him to let the Jewish people go, Pharaoh thinks about it. He

%] may even have a sleepless night. But in the morning, he tells Moshe no. The second time Moshe asks him, he might think

about it again, but he sleeps pretty well and tells Moshe no. By the 3rd, 4th, 5th, and 6th time, it has become a shita. Pharaoh

(¥ doesn’t even think about it. He knows to automatically say no. He has completely dulled his conscience and caused himself to lose

o¥%_| his free choice. This is how the Ibn Ezra explains this idea in the parsha. In the first five makkos, the Torah says that Pharaoh

"' *| hardened his heart. By the 6th makka, the Torah tells us that Hashem hardened his heart because it was Hashem who put this

,“ "‘,\,{ concept into the world that a person can desensitize himself if he does something again and again. Since Pharaoh chose to say no
to Moshe 5 times, he completely squashed his conscience, and Hashem, who created this phenomenon, “hardened” his heart.

What a tremendous lesson for us. How careful we must be not to dull our sensitivities to what is right and wrong. How

| terrible it is when one completely deadens his greatest gift, his conscience, which leads him on the proper path of feshuva.




