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and applies to the women of axw Yy, even after they are !

P19 a"N "9 [ 2N )NYWN] brings the >y »ax who argues on this and says that after m=» this w5 does not apply.

Rav Shach zt”I brings that he was asked by a talmid, that we see that Boaz often asked about 11 and even did chessed for her. If so,
how was he permitted to do so based on the Minchas Chinuch? Rav Finkel writes that he met R’ Shach and answered that the nynan
Ny says it's assur to initiate, but to repay a »axm who did you a chessed is mutar. So, since 1 was taking care of »ny), who was
Boaz's relative, he was permitted to inquire about the welfare of n. He writes that R’ Shach was very pleased with this answer.

A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Selected Halachos For Chag HaShavuos (2)
Muktzah on Yom Tov. There are some differences between the
laws of Muktzah on Yom Tov as compared to Shabbos; mostly
more lenient, with some stricter and many the same.

Ochel Nefesh Items. Since on Yom Tov, cooking, kneading,
certain types of household acts, selecting and peeling, certain
forms of grinding and transferring fire are permitted, therefore
pots, rolling pins, sieves, peelers, graters, candles and
candlesticks can be moved for any need, even though on
Shabbos they are Muktzah. Also, raw foods and flour which can
be cooked and baked are not Muktzah on Yom Tov only.

Moving Muktzah to Reach Food. One is allowed to move
mukzzah for the sake of ochel nefesh (1) For example, if one has a
stone or money [items which are muktzah on Yom Tov just like
Shabbos] which are blocking his way to get to food, he may
move it in a regular manner to reach the food. Similarly, if he
forgot a freezer or pantry key in a purse full of money, he is
allowed to get that key to reach the Yom Tov food, even though
he will end up moving the money.

A Chumrah of Yom Tov Over Shabbos. Chazal were afraid
that since so many melochos are permitted on Yom Tov, people
might treat the laws of Yom Tov too lightly. Therefore, they
imposed a chumra on Yom Tov over Shabbos. One category of
muktzah is complete nolad, a new item born on Shabbos or Yom
Tov, such as a new laid egg on that day. That is muktzah on both
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Shabbos and Yom Tov. A second category is a not complete
nolad, such as a thing that changed status. An example of this is
chicken bones which when Yom Tov began was part of a food
for humans and after eating, if it doesn’t have any significant
amount of meat, is now classified as an animal food. This they
deemed muktzah on Yom Tov only. Therefore on Yom Tov, one
should put a utensil into the plate to carry the bones along with
the utensil to the garbage can and then take the utensil off the
plate, and tilt the plate to shake off the bones. By a disposable
plate, let the whole plate go in with the bones ).
Eating by Neilas Hachag. Many congregations have a festive
gathering at the end of the Shavuos Yom Tov (nn ndw). Since on
Yom Tov there is no obligation of MTyD vov, they serve just
drinks with mezonos and/or fruit. This is debatable since the
Gemara says if one is eating a meal before sunset he can
continue after sunset, because the Havdala obligation with the
prohibition to eat before Havdala does not go into effect to stop
one from continuing his meal 3. However, if one is merely
having drinks he must stop because of the Havdala obligation. It
is not clear from the Gemara whether a fruit or mezonos snack
can be continued after sunset. The Aruch Hashulchan @) says
that only a bread meal can be continued. This, too, sounds like
the words of some Rishonim ). One should therefore start
Mincha a bit earlier, leave 15 minutes for the snack before
sunset, say a NN 113, and then continue the simcha.

VIR T R

R’ Moshe Feinstein z¢”’l (Darash Moshe) would say:

DNDA (3) 118N OV (2) 10PN NN N'DY (1)
DV Y PND) HNIN 1739 (5) D087 (4) NP

“OPadnN NN NOPN IR N 0YN 997 - Why did Hashem have to make a miracle that the Yidden saw the kolos, the
tremendous sound? Would it not have made such an impression if they simply heard the noise? Because a person needs
to work hard in order know the words of Torah through learning it with iyun, dissecting it with all his strength so that it
should be as if he actually sees it with his own eyes. Of course, if one becomes a judge or lead a congregation, or
teaches his children, they must understand every word and it should be as if they actually see it before their eyes.”

R’ Boruch Mordechai Ezrachi z¢”I (Birchas Mordechai) would say:
“What is the difference between Orpah and Rus? They both begged their mother-in-law Naomi to allow them to stay

with her, numerous times. But Rus did not give up! ‘And she (Naomi) saw that Rus strained (n80ONM) to go with her.’ This
is akin to the dictum of Chazal: ‘It is not comparable learning something 100 times to learning it 101 times.’ (0 n»n) If
one does not give up and ‘strains’ the extra effort to study one more time, he will be successful. Like Rus who strained and
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was ultimately successful. How successful? Her grandson was Dovid Hamelech!

A Wise Man would say: “When we are no longer able to change a situation we are challenged to change ourselves.”
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HAFTORAH BY R’ TZVI HIRSCH HOFFMAN
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In the Hafiorah of the first day of Shavuos, Yechezkel
HaNavi describes the awe-inspiring sight of the holy
shechina atop a Divine throne-like Chariot called the
Merkava which was being held up by life-like creatures with
wings. This was obviously reminiscent of the sight of the
shechina at Har Sinai and truly appropriate for the Yom Tov
of Shavuos.

Chazal (Chagiga 13b) note that in one pasuk the Navi
describes these creatures as having four wings while in
another they appear to have six wings. The two verses seem
to be contradicting each other.

R’ Akiva Eiger z¢”l notes this and references a Tosafos
(Chullin 92a) which clarifies that the fundamental difference

is that a four-winged creature is human-like while a
six-winged one is angelic and overall better. Furthermore, the
Gemara (Chagiga 13b) explains that it iS no contradiction
since the verse stating that the creatures had six wings was
referring to the time when the Bais HaMikdash was still
standing, while the four wings verse was referring to the time
after the destruction of the Temple when it was as if the very
wings of the Shechina had been clipped.

Thus, while the Bais Hamikdash was still standing, there
was a certain sense of stabilization - six wings is more stable
than four - in the world where one can go and “find” Hashem.
But after the destruction, the world lost that stabilization — it
being replaced by the holy study of Torah by Klal Yisroel!
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Chazal (Bava Basra 91a) tells us that the prophet Ivtzan
had a good friend by the name of Manoach - a righteous man
and the eventual father of Shimshon HaGibor. Ivtzan had a
lot of children while Manoach had none, and Chazal note
that Ivtzan made a point of not inviting Manoach to any of
his children’s weddings since Manoach would never be able
to invite him to a simcha of his own, as he had no children.

The Maharsha, R’ Shmuel Eliezer Eidels z¢”’I asks how a
righteous man such as Ivtzan could say something so hurtful
and callous about anyone - let alone his close friend? He
explains that there is a concept in Halacha known as
"y’ which loosely translates to be understood that the
right-hand man of a groom would essentially “lend” the

money for the wedding to the groom. While this may seem
like an abstract and irrelevant idea, this concept was
honorably observed by righteous men who took the
responsibility very serious.

Says the Maharsha, since tzaddikim are extremely careful
not to benefit from others, the position of a "y»aw" was
observed collaterally, and one would do it for the other so that
they would cancel out any benefits they would get.

Since, Manoach had no children, Ivtzan did not want to
invite him to wedding of his children where there was a real
possibility of him having to honor Manoach with the position
of the "ywaww". Manoach would then be put into a quandary
since he would have no way of paying Ivtzan back.
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from mAis "onpa xab . explained to him that since the pasuk says the reason is because "D21 bNY2 DINN TP XY WN',
so since it is not proper for women to go outside and greet travelers, the women of ymy and ann are not held responsible and are
therefore Snpa xab amn. x0T then asked further, that the women should be expected to at least go out and greet other women and
bring them food and water, and since they didn't, shouldn’t they be punished like the men? Avner didn't have an answer so he went to the
Bais Medrash to ask and was told that this halacha is a nbap from Sxmw Sw 17 a1 and thus it is indisputable.

The y"w [1'0 ¥'n] paskens this way, that Hnjpa 825 MON »axm Mny. However,map) are amm. The ©"an9 also paskens like
this ['m»,2>"9 Nva »MmoN D] but adds that this rule is a »»on nwnd Nodn.

The 3"y [D23M9-"0 I >wrpn] asks why the Sxn of mA (35N MY 9) gave the reason for not wanting to be m~ oa»n because
he didn't want to ruin his offspring - >nony nwx 197 If he didn't hold of the drasha of manin X5 >axm, marrying m herself would be
an issurl Why was he only worried about his future generations? The 3 answers that the Sx thought that this psak, based on the
drasha they made, was a standard psak of a Bais Din, which we know can be overturned by another Bais Din if they find the reasoning
faulty. The Snix was aware of the psak, but was concerned that a future "2 might “Shiug Up” the drasha (like - tried) causing his
future generations to become pasul. This is why xx T was told it is not a standard psak but rather a Sxmw Sw 121 nbap and like the
Rambam says it is a 1"n5n which can never be overturned. Since the S also didn’t know this detail, that it is a 1"n5n, he was only
concerned about the possibility of it being overturned in the future and causing his children to become pasul.

The 0 nnan "2 min,a0pn] says that the issur of "onay ombw vyth K", includes inquiring about the welfare of ooanym ooy
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The Nesivos Shalom writes that by Kabbolas HaTorah
all seven heavens opened up and all the glory of the world
was revealed and everyone saw that there is nothing else but
Hashem! Ein Od Milvado! This, he explains, is the goal of
the Yom Tov of Shavuos. This is the result of seven weeks of
climbing up the spiritual ladder of Sefiras Haomer where each
day brings us closer to the great moment of clarity that there is
NO one and Nothing else in the world besides Hashem.
Someone once came to the Rizhiner Rebbe z#”’I and
complained that he doesn’t really have a relationship with
Hashem. He is very busy with his business and he just
doesn’t have time to cultivate a relationship with Hashem.
The Rebbe looked at him and asked, “How can you be too
busy with your business to have a relationship with Hashem?
Hashem 1S your business. Hashem is everything. Hashem is
everywhere. You don't need extra time and energy to find
Him, just lift up your eyes and look around, He created
everything and He is everywhere!”
On the day of Shavuos, continues the Nesivos Shalom, the
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tremendous revelation of Hashem that took place in 2448,
when we received the Torah on Har Sinai once again comes
down into this world and every Jew must find inside himself
the feeling of “Afa Haraisa Ladaas Ki Hashem Hu
HaElokim ... EIN OD MILVADO.” Then you will be zoche
to what you said every day when you counted Sefira ...
“V’hikravtem Mincha Chadasha LaHashem.” Y ou will merit
to bring a brand new present to Hashem. Do you know what
that brand new present is? It is YOU! YOU are brand new!

You’ve changed, you’ve grown, you’ve journeyed for
forty-nine days and traversed a million miles in your avodas
Hashem. This is what Sefira is all about and this is the
incredibly lofty height that one can attain on this once a year
extraordinary day of Matan Torah.

The Nesivos Shalom concludes with the following beautiful
words: “And on this great wedding day, there is one thing
that a yid asks from Hashem and that is that he should not
become blind. He begs Hakadosh Baruch Hu that He should
remove him from the prison of seeing the world without




3

seeing the true light of Hashem in every single thing.”

The Rizhiner Rebbe would cry and beg Hashem on this
great day of Revelation and clarity that he just not go about
this world blindly seeing himself and his needs and his ego
and his pain. He beseeched Hakadosh Baruch Hu that he
merit to truly live in the world of Malchus Hashem, to know
that whatever he sees, wherever he goes, whoever he meets
and whatever happens to him is all being orchestrated by the
one and only Hashem who is hiding everywhere and all we
need to do is open our eyes wide and find him.

So my dear friends, if this sounds lofty and a bit “high”,

well, guess what? It is right in the palm of your hand! It is
with you in the Beis Medrash while you learn and in the
kitchen with you as you make your fancy cheesecakes. It is
there in your interactions with all the people in your life. It is
not too high or too big for a great person like you. Don’t think
this does not apply to you. Who does it apply to if not you?!
You are Hashem’s beloved chosen person. Don’t think that
Shavuos is about cheesecake and a good magazine with
interesting stories and recipes. Oh no, Chag HaShavuos is the
day when you can feel that special joy that comes from
knowing and feeling and truly living .... Ein Od Milvado.

6|
he made his way to New York and ultimately to Williamsburg. He went from being a worker in a grocery store, to becoming
a chasidic Jew, with full garb, including beard and peyos, which he wears with pride until today.

It was the royalty of the Jewish people that pulled him. Rabbi Goldstein remarked that only the Jewish people know how
to build, as opposed to tearing down. The negative culture so prevalent today is about criticism and destroying the values we
hold dear. In Judaism, he found positivity and peace of mind. Occasionally, he struggled for acceptance and adjustment in a
new world, but ultimately, he achieved both. He views Judaism as unique in so many ways and embraces that uniqueness. He
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On the above posuk in V’zos Habracha, Chazal teach us
that the Aibishter first approached the nations of the world
and offered them the Torah. They each asked "na 2mn> nn™?
What does it say in the Torah? Hashem offered different
responses for each nation. To Edom, Eisav, He said "n8S N> -
Thou shalt not kill. To Yishmael, "1 80" and to Amon/Moav
"opon 8", They each declined the Torah claiming it was too
restrictive for their inborn nature. Hashem then turned to Klal
Yisroel who instantly replied "ynwn nwy)y'. Unequivocally!

Parenthetically, I was once by R’ Matisyahu Salomon
zt”’l and he quoted from his Rebbi, R’ Elya Lopian z¢”I the
following point: It is true that we didn’t ask "na 2n5 nK", but
had we asked, which sin would Hashem have mentioned?
The sin of Lashon Hara, he said! Thankfully we didn’t ask.

Several weeks ago, in Machsheves Halev Parshas
Kedoshim, we mentioned this Chazal with one explanation.
Perhaps we can offer another machshava now for Shavuos.
As Hashem prepared to give the Torah, He wanted to
determine two things. First, are the recipients serious about
accepting it? Second, are they willing to push themselves,
even against their natural instincts? Are they ready to be
makriv their nefesh laHashem ul Toraso, or not? Therefore,
he chose those aveiros that were their essence, and would be
extremely difficult to live without. The world’s nations didn’t
pass that first test. Klal Yisroel on the other hand had already
proven through "2712 »NX Tn3>" that they were willing to
take the plunge. Now, by saying "ynwn neyy', they further
solidified their acceptance conviction.

This is a klal in avodas Hashem. Hakadosh Boruch Hu
wants us to push ourselves just a little more. I once saw in the
name of R’ Shloime Freifeld zt”l, a beautiful teitch in the
posuk "o Ty T2 »awy MWN'. Who is worthy of praise?
The "ny" - the ones that push themselves - "1y" - just a little
bit more. This is Chag HaShavuos, when we celebrate our
Kabolas HaTorah. It is a time to make kabolos, resolutions,
if you will. Let us be mekabel, each person in his own way,
to do a little bit more. And through that, hope to once again
see the kiyum of the posuk "Y1250 Ty PX.. DYTO ININNNN'.
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A nazir refers to a person who take upon him or herself a
vow to live a strict and holy lifestyle. At the completion of the
nazir’s tenure, he must bring a few korbanos. One of them is
a nNon 1. A few posukim earlier, when speaking about a
NV P, we are told that he too must bring a korban chatos.
There, however, Chazal give us reasons for this, as chatos is
brought for a sin (see Rashi). Here though he successfully
navigated the hilchos nazir. Why must he bring a chatos?

The Ramban says the following yesod. After experiencing
such an elevated lifestyle, a nazir is expected to continue
living on a higher spiritual plane. Instead, he returns to the
taavos olam hazeh with all its trappings and pitfalls. That is,
in a way, a sin. Hence, he must bring a nxvn j29p.

Based on this, we can sau that with Shavuos still fresh in
our “rearview mirror”, we too must keep our inspirations and
aspirations going, and not revert to our old routines.

There’s a beautiful vort I saw in the name of the Imrei
Emes zt”’l. Chazal comment on the juxtaposition of the sotah
and nazir, as quoted by Rashi: »v» n»pbpa nvio Nxn 5"
"»n o wsy. However, in Mishnayos, the order is reversed.
First is Maseches Nazir and then Maseches Sotah. Why did
Rebbi deviate from the order found in the Torah? He answered;
the posuk says "10 N Y1 MO" - turn away from evil and do
good. The ideal order is to first perfect oneself from any evil
vestiges, and only then do mitzvos. ¥fpn Wa4, as he
understood his generation and all subsequent ones, knew that
if we were to follow that directive, oy oy oy, would we be
finished! Nowadays, it’s imperative to keep doing the
positive before we perfect ourselves. And that will impact our
lives and N>, we will iy ”H become better at the ¥y nv.

Moving forward past Chag HaShavuos, let us focus on
doing more, growing proactively in our rich spiritual lives,
instead of first focusing on our negative. With this 7onn we
will b’ezras Hashem bring the Aibishter a great deal of
nachas, and may He shower us all with bracha, shalom,
shidduchim, refuos, and an end to this ‘bittere’ golus.

takes pride in his own children, who are married with children of their own, all living lives of true Yiddishkeit.

Rabbi Goldstein had a friend whose son started drifting away from Yiddishkeit. The family reached out to him to see if he
could try to influence their son, Yaakov. R> Avraham sought after Yaakov, hoping to influence him for the good. During their
conversation, he thought of a great idea. Soon after, R> Avraham brought Yaakov to a large store owned by a religious gentile
named John, who greeted R’ Avraham warmly and inquired as to who was R’ Avraham’s companion. R’ Avraham
introduced John to his young friend, Yaakov, and told him that Yaakov was a Levi, Levite.

Hearing this, John leaped from his seat and announced on the PA system that all workers should come and get a blessing
from this authentic Levite. “We want all our people to be blessed by such a person.”

Within moments, all seventy employees of John’s store gathered around R’ Avraham and Yaakov, seeking his beracha.
Everyone lined up, bent their heads, as they were instructed, and Yaakov bentched them all.

As Yaakov and R’ Avraham returned to the car, Yaakov started crying uncontrollably. “Why are you crying?” asked R’
Avraham. “All this time I never valued myself as a special Levi. This is the first time that the awareness is touching me!”

This episode stood for Yaakov as a life-changer, motivating him to redirect his life, to serve Hashem, to do His mitzvos,
and to understand his intrinsic value. Most of us are not Leviim, yet we have a lot to learn from this story. We are the one and
only chosen nation, chosen by non-other than the Creator, Hashem. This recollection gives us nobility and dignity. This
stands for us to take great pride in and to conduct ourselves in an uplifting manner.
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%em: When the reform movement took hold in a particular
community, their house of worship was relatively modest.
After a number of years, however, when the members
amassed a great deal of wealth, the congregation began to
make its mark on the local landscape by building a largest
and most spectacular temple in the center of town. Indeed,
no expense was spared and the builders, contractors and
architects went above and beyond.

Unique architecture was drawn up, marble staircases rose
from both east and west, stained glass windows adorned the
entire facade, an imported organ from Italy, and especially
the Ark, which was constructed of expensive cedar wood
and lined with pure gold. Even the Torah scrolls inside were
covered with expensive textiles and cost a fortune to write
as well as deliver. Their intention was to “go big” and they
certainly accomplished that.

When the religious community in the town heard about
this monstrosity that was being built, they were abuzz. Their
small little shul wasn’t nearly as beautiful as the reform
temple was. Some suggested that they need to renovate and
match the beauty of the reform temple.

When the famed Dubno Maggid z¢”I heard about this, he
came to the town on a special mission to deliver a fiery
sermon discouraging such a suggestion - and, of course, he
did so with his trademark mashal:

There were two sisters who grew up together. They did
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everything together and were very close to one another. But
when they got married, one married a rich man while the
other, a poor man. One day, as the two sisters were talking,
the poor woman asked her rich sister nonchalantly if her
husband ever talked with her about his business.

The rich sister answered. “My husband told me: you can
have anything you want, just don’t mix into my business!”

“If that’s so,” said the poor sister, “I have more than you,
as my husband always asks me my opinion and makes me a
part of his everyday life!”

Said the Dubno Maggid: This is exactly what the reform

do. They say to their temple - and their Torah Ark inside,
“We will adorn you with the most beautiful ornaments, just
don’t tell us what to do!”
Yom3: The Mishna is Avos says (4-6): “One who honors the
Torah will themselves be honored by others.” But how does
one honor the Torah? Explains the great Torah Vodaas Rosh
Yeshivah, R’ Yisroel Belsky z#”l (printed in his newly
released sefer “Mishnas Yisroel” on Avos), the greatest
honor one can give to the Torah is by studying and
discussing words of Torah! By making the Torah a part of
your everyday life, the Torah “feels” honored by you, and in
return makes you an honored and exalted person.

May we all be zoche to make the Torah part and parcel of
our daily lives and merit a true and joyous Kabbolas
HaTorah during the Yom Tov of Matan Torah.




Shmuel checked his watch and saw that it was after two o’clock in the morning. He hesitated and was unsure how to
respond to the offer, fearful that perhaps he would be unable to fulfill the request and all of his efforts would have been for
naught. Upon further reflection, he decided that he would do as much as he was capable of doing, and he would leave the rest
up to Hashem. The two men left the hospital and began to drive. Their destination was the illustrious Ponovezh Yeshivah in
Bnei Brak, at which they arrived at close to 2:30 in the morning,.

Shmuel, who had studied in the Ponovezh Yeshivah in his younger years, ascended the steps slowly, as his heart palpitated
in anxiety about the scene that awaited them on the other side of the door to the Beis Medrash. When they reached the door
and swung it open, both men were astonished to see more than 50 dedicated bochurim enthusiastically engaged in their
Talmudic studies, completely oblivious to the time. The secular man stood in dumbfounded disbelief for several minutes as he
watched the students passionately arguing with their chavrusos as they attempted to properly understand the ancient and holy
words of the Gemara and commentaries in which they were engrossed. He stood in that spot staring for a long time. It was an
unbelievable sight. Eventually, he pulled himself together and uttered three words: “Ani chozeir b’teshuvah.”

The two men returned to the hospital to tend to their children, but the once-secular man was a changed individual due to
the sight that he had witnessed the previous night. He kept his promise and began to observe the mitzvos at once. A short
while later the doctors came in to check on his child, and they were astounded to see that the boy, whose initial prognosis was
that he was unlikely to live more than a day, had shown remarkable improvement. He continued to progress and get better
until, a mere 48 hours after his father’s visit to the Ponovezh Yeshivah, he was deemed fully recovered and sent home with his
loving and appreciative parents. The power of Torah can heal all wounds - spiritual and physical alike.
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There is a well-known custom to eat dairy foods on Shavuos at one or more of the holiday meals, or at least as a snack.
This is especially true on the first day of Shavuos in the Diaspora. There are a number of explanations offered for this custom.
The Mishna Berura explains in the name of “Gadol Echad” that when the Jewish people received the Torah at Har Sinai
they immediately realized that their dishes weren’t kosher. This is because there had been no prohibition against mixing milk
and meat before this time nor was there any requirement to perform shechita, ritual slaughter, in order to permit eating meat.
So too, the procedure for preparing kosher meat is quite lengthy and it would have taken many hours for the Jewish people to
prepare their first ever fully kosher meat meal. As such, they were left with little choice but to eat dairy meals that day.

Eating dairy is also intended to recall that the Jewish people may have never eaten dairy prior to the giving of the Torah out
of concern that doing so would be a violation of “eiver min hachai” - the prohibition against eating the product of a living
animal. The Torah teaches us that it is indeed permitted to consume dairy products. Furthermore, milk can only be stored in
simple earthenware vessels. If milk is stored in silver or golden vessels, it spoils very quickly. Likewise, eating dairy on
Shavuos reminds us that one who is haughty or boastful will not succeed in his Torah studies - only one who is humble and
simple like an earthenware vessel will succeed and grow in Torah.

It is told that in one community in Eastern Europe, the proprietor of the local dairy was suspected of diluting the milk with
water, thereby producing an inferior product for the same money, but no one was ever able to clearly prove the accusation.

The rabbi of the town thought long and hard about to confirm the suspicion but felt it prudent to bide his time. When the
dairyman married off his daughter, he made a lavish banquet for hundreds of guests.

Shortly before the wedding ceremony, after all the food had been prepared, the rabbi sent for the father of the bride. “A
terrible thing has happened,” he revealed with a look of dismay and disheartenment. “The cook who was hired to produce the
meal for your daughter’s wedding just reported to me that by accident one of the kitchen help added milk to the pots instead
of water, thus rendering all the meat for the entire meal #reif, having been cooked with milk. I feel so terrible.”

The man’s face turned as white as his milk. Seeing that his words had produced the desired effect, the rabbi offered hope.
“Now before we give up entirely, it is still possible that the food may be kosher if the proportion of meat to milk is sufficiently
great. It can then be ‘barul’ and the meat may be saved. That depends, of course, on whether the milk is pure, or if it has been
diluted with water, and to what extent. If it is absolutely pure milk, then I'm afraid all the food for the wedding feast is inedible.”

The distraught dairyman then quickly admitted that he routinely tampered with the quality of the milk, and after the rabbi
made him repent and take an oath that he would never do so again, the celebration was allowed to proceed.
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Rabbi Avraham Goldstein is a ger tzedek, a convert originally from Puerto Rico. He lives in Scranton, Pennsylvania, and
travels around inspiring people with humor and insight. He gave up his “freedom” to pursue what he knew was true:
Yiddishkeit. In Puerto Rico, he observed an empty life in the people around him and knew he wanted more. At the age of 14,
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Itis customary on Shavuos night to stay up late and recite Tikkun Lei Shavuos, which is a compendium of excerpts from
each portion of the Torah, Neviim, Talmud, Kabbalah, etc, and was officially established by the Ariza’l. According to the
Medrash, Bnei Yisroel overslept on the morning they were due to receive the Torah, and had to be woken by a shofar blast
from Hashem. As a “Tikkun” (correction) for having overslept, some Jews do not sleep at all. Others recite the Tikkun.

One time the Dubno Maggid z#”’I spent the Yom Tov of Shavuos with the Vilna Gaon z¢#”’l. While the Gaon stayed up all
night reciting the Tikkun, the Maggid sat and learned Gemara. “Why are you not saying the Tikkun?”’ the Gaon asked him.

The Maggid answered, “A merchant places samples of his merchandise in his store window, to inform the customers of
what he has to sell. When customers request one of these displayed items, he then sells it out of stock. It only makes sense to
display samples if you have stock to back them up. What Tikkun Lei Shavuos consists of is small excerpts or ‘samples’ of
various portions of the Torah. The Gaon has have abundant stock, so you can say the 7ikkun and display all of your samples.
Unfortunately, I do not have such stock, so I have no right to display samples.”

The great Rov of Yerushalayim, R’ Yosef Chaim Sonnenfeld z#’/ used to say that there is one thing in the world which he
envies - the viduy (death-bed confession) of the Sha’agas Aryeh, R’ Aryeh Leib Gunzberg z¢”l. As is customary, just
before the Sha’agas Aryeh passed away, the chevrah kaddisha entered his room and told the great tzaddik, “It is time for you
to say viduy for any aveiros you may have committed during your lifetime.” The Sha’agas Aryeh responded openly, “I spent
my whole life learning Torah - learning the entire day. When did I have time to do an aveirah?”

The following story, which was heard in the name of R’ Elya Lopian z#”’l, supports the statement this unusually diligent
scholar made on his deathbed. Once, the Sha’agas Aryeh came to Frankfurt, where the Pnei Yehoshua, R’ Yaakov
Yehoshua Falk z¢’l, served as Rov. After a brief stop at the Rov’s home (where he was served a meal), the Sha’agas Aryeh
continued on to the Beis Medrash, where he found the Pnei Yehoshua delivering a shiur.

R’ Yaakov Yehoshua posed a question, and the Sha’agas Aryeh immediately answered it. He then asked another question,
and again the Sha’agas Aryeh answered it. The Pnei Yehoshua realized from the visitor’s incisive words that he must be the
Sha’agas Aryeh. He said to him, “Nu, when the Sha’agas Aryeh is here no question is difficult, but as for us, we have questions!”

The Sha’agas Aryeh replied, “You? I do not even know how you learn at all!”

The Pnei Yehoshua asked him, “Why do you say that? I don’t learn?” The Sha’agas Aryeh responded, “I go to sleep on a
hard bench, which makes real sleep impossible. After half an hour I just get up and resume learning. But I was just in your
house, and I saw that you have a soft bed on which one could sleep the entire night, so how can you possibly learn?”

R’ Elya went on to relate that the Pnei Yehoshua, who was also a Torah giant, told his colleague, “It is true that I have a
bed, but who says that I sleep on it?” We see from this anecdote that the gedolim of the past did not wish to interrupt their
learning for anything more than the bare minimum of sleep.

The Brisker Rov, R’ Yitzchok Zev Halevi Soloveitchik z#”, testified that he never saw his father, R’ Chaim
Soloveitchik z#”’I, sleep on a bed in the middle of the week. Instead R’ Chaim would merely put his head down on his
shtender for half an hour, and then continue learning. Friday night was the only night he slept in a bed!
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The following is a powerful and inspiring story about diligence in Torah study and the impact it can have. A young
married man who lives in the Ramat Elchanan section of Bnei Brak, where R’ Yitzchok Zilberstein shlita is the Rav, once
had to travel with his wife to take their young baby to the emergency room in Beilinson Hospital in Petach Tikva. After
settling into their room, they found out that their neighbor in the next room was another young child, who was in critical
condition and whose secular parents were not coping well with his life-threatening condition.

Desperate for hope and encouragement, the secular couple turned to the religious couple and a lengthy conversation
ensued, in which the observant couple attempted to strengthen and soothe the other couple with messages of belief and trust in
Hashem, Who would ultimately determine the fate of their son. After several hours of discussion that lasted late into the night,
the secular man began to regret his previous secular and irreligious actions and inquired about adopting a religious lifestyle.
The discussion had turned to the subject of Torah study, and the observant man, whose name was Shmuel, attempted to
describe the value and beauty of in-depth Torah study in which yeshivah students engage in at all hours of the day and night.

The secular man became silent, deep in pensive thought. He was skeptical of such intense diligence, the way Shmuel
described it and he turned and asked Shmuel whether there was a yeshivah that was open at this hour of the night where he
could witness bochurim (young students) engaged in Torah study. He added that if Shmuel could locate such a yeshivah
where there were at least ten students learning in the middle of the night, he would immediately be chozeir b’teshuvah.




