
l,t vumn hbt ratk hkec gna hbc v,gu
 ///(j-zf)wct suchfwc ,urhvzv ,cuj - 

   dd"x hbc uhagu cegh uhbc uhv rcf 'uag ,t lrck ejmh rrug,ba vga v,utc vb
vhv ufrck aehcafu '(uf 'vf khgk) vba ohaha ic vhv oshkuva vgac hrva 'ohba
vz vhva (c euxp khgk) h"arhpa hpf 'vba d"fe icf ,uhvc ztn vba d"x rucgf vz
ihta uhktn icun /ohba z"fe ,c v,hva 'unt ka uh,ubak ghdva osue ohba anj
kf hrva 'vga v,utc cegh rcf vfza vrhvcvu vfzv vghsv ,t rgak ohkufh ubt
'w,uctv rhjcwc rcusnaf ifa kfu 'ukfa rahhk vfuz rcf vbezv ,ubak utucc ost
hta wvru, ,gswc rcusn 'wvru,v kngw ,uba ohahnj urcymb rcf uhrujtna vgacu
gnua tuv 'vyuap tk vfucnc cegh gkeb vga v,utc !vhrjt rvrvk kkf rapt
,ukudxv ,t ruxnk vmur uhcta ,rnut ,tz 'uag ,t lrck vmur uhcta untn
tuv hrva 'uhagk uh,uct ,ruxn lhannf k"n#xk lhanha hnk ohsgubv ,usjuhnv

/vrufcv vbe tuv hrva ',ufrcv uhkt ohfhha ihsca gsuh hrv ceghu 'rufcv
ka vrhvcv u,gs iht vkhj,fkna vmgc rcusn 'vmg unt uthan onu,an usug    
rhcxvk vxhb cegh /,ufrcv ,t kuzdhu vnrgc cegh dvb,h vhpk 'vbnhv vjub cegh
hkg h,tcvu hct hbaunh hkutw :(ch ikvk) urntc 'lfn vjub u,gs iht vnk untk
,t ,jek vnfhxv od thv 'uhrcsn vgbf,av tk unt okut 'wvfrc tku vkke
ihcn vcjrv u,gsca ;t kg 'ceghu 'whbc l,kke hkgw :vrntc 'vatr kg iufhxv
cyhv lhrgvk gsuhu 'uhct ,drsn our ,t cyhv gsuh tuv 'iufhxv ,rnuj ,t cyhv
'unt ka v,gsk u,gs ,t kyck iufbk vtur ,tz kfc 'vh,utmu, ,tu u,spev ,t

wv uk r,ghu tuv vreg hf u,at jfbk wvk ejmh r,ghu
 /// u,at vecr rv,u(tf-vf)vkhp,v ,sucg rehg - 

    xhhhhhhhhjjjjcccc    uuuubbbbhhhhcccc:k"zu vkhp,v ,sucg ihbgc kusd suxh rtucna 'trev iuakc ehhs 
hf wvk ejmh r,ghu" f"jtu '"vreg vecr hv,u" 'rnuku ohsevk hutr vhv cu,fv"
vbufv ihta ubsnku 'rehgv ohseva rnuk if,h vkhp,v ohseva vnu '"thv vreg
vbufv kct 'vk kpy vkhp,vu rehg vchxv f"ta 'vkhp,v ,cx ,uregv vhv,a
ukkp,ha hsf tkt vreg,b tka lk rnuku ',uregv ,chx vkhp,v hf cu,fv iuak
vkhcaca vbuatrv vchxvu rehgv thva vkhp,v ohsev lfhpk 'rcsv kg ovhba
v"ceva hbpn ',uvntv ureg,b vn hbpn :k"z uarsa uvzu /ubnt vecrk ,uregv tc
'vkhp, ihbgc trubu kusd suxh uhrcsn rtucnu /k"fg '"ohehsm ka i,khp,k vut,n
,uktan kf dhavku ohruxhu ,urmvn kmbhk vchx er ubht vkhp, ka ,hkf,va
kkp,ha hsf ubhhv 'ohfrm uk ah hsuvha vzu ',urmv ka vchxv vcrst tkt 'lck

/ohehsm ka i,khp,k vut,n v"ceva hbpn /,"havk
'jh v"r) wndc t,ht vbv /,"hav vbgb vkhp, vzht ihbgc kusd suxh itf thcvk ahu    
iushk ousrdk ukga ohba ifu 'vua ihhkuju vynk ukga ohba :rnut rhtn hcr vhv" :(t

od thv vcuhj /wot suchfw ,uumnk vajnv hvuz /vbumr ,t ohhek ou,c lkuvu
ohbac tc rcfaf odu 'vbfxk unmg ,t xhbfna ihcnu ,gs rc tuv ostvaf

/otv iumr ,t ohnhhenu 'vghsv ,t ohkycn zt od 'd"x icf ubhvu
rjt od vcrstu 'tuak vhv ejmh shpeh tna aajva rrcuv ;uxck iftu    
dvba ihcva rjt wvhvh lurc odw :rntu ung ohfxv cegh ka u,nrgk gsu,ba
hf vhv tk aajv kfa aujc utru 'uhkt ,ufhha trehgn uhv ,ufrcvu 'ihsf cegh
ostv in gubnk hsf ohsjpu ,uaaj rrugn ufrsfa 'rmhv smn vghbn og
wot suchfw ,umn ohhek ou,c lkvu uhnuht kg rcd,va ceghu 'utruc iumr ohhekn
ka uh,ufhkvn sunkk ubhkg /ovc zubdv cuyv kfcu kgupc ,ufrcvc if od vfz
hbpc snugv rcs ihta ,gsk ubhkg 'wotu ct suchfw ,cuj thv ifhv sg cegh

     /ann wapb ,urhxnwc lurf rcsvaf odu 'uz vumn
rgymn wotu ct suchfw ,umnc ohrvzb ktraha inzca 'k"zjc ubhmn ,utrub    
oktudk ubumr rrugnu 'hhbc ,t h,hkdvu h,hc ,t h,crjva hk hut 'rnutu v"cev
ohkzkzn u"j ot lt /h,ut od uscfh lf ovhruv ,t ohscfna oaf urntc 'cua
oaf hf 'hasen ,hc ,t h,crjva cuy 'rnutu 'v"cev ovc xtun 'uz vumnc
vhuk, ,"hav sucfa ogyva raptu /hc ukzkzh od lf 'ovhruv sucfc ohkzkzna
vtkvu oanu 'van hpn ktrahk vrxnb vru,v hf 'wotu ct suchfw ka uz vumnc
,t f"d chajn uhruv ,t chajnv vzu 'rusk rusn cegh ,khvek varun thv
scfna tmnbu 'vhypanu vheuj vru,v ,t cyhv lhrgnu 'ovn kchea varunv
'ovhrcs ,t lhrgn ubht 'uhruv ,t scfn ubhta vz lt /onhhenaf v"cev ,t od
oafa v"cev iguy rhpau 'ohhj ,ufhkvu rxunu vru, ovn kceh tk lfn vtmu,fu

/uscfk lhtv kkf ugshh tk hf 'u,ut od uscfh tk lf ohscfn obht ovhruv ,ta 
kmhb vz 'srh tk vzu srh vz 'vua ibhsu [vdhrvk ,uapb uc ohbsa sguu ,hc :h"arp]
kkp,v - vz ?kmhb tk vzu kmhb vz 'srh tk vzu srh vz vn hbpn /kmhb tk vzu
vkp, kkp,v vz ?vbgb tk vzu vbgb vz vn hbpn /vbgb tku kkp,v vzu 'vbgbu

/f"g '"vbgb tk - vnhka vkp, kkp,v tk vzu 'vbgb - [iuuf,b :h"arp] vnhka
ifu 'v,hn ,rhzdc chhj,ba hn kf htsuc hrv 'wndv ihcvk oharpnv uae,b rcfu    
kg vkgh lhtvu 'vbuufc ,"havk kkp,n tuva htsuc ',unk snugu vkjba hn kf
snug tuv hrv 'vbuuf hkc kkp,v tuva ouan ubhhv ',nu kkp,va vza rnuk ,gsv
hrv 'vnumg vbuufc ujuf kfc kkp,h htsucu 'ihs ,rhzd ,njn ut 'hkuj ,njn ,unk

 rthcu ?vzf cmnc vbuuf hkc kkp,vk vyua ,uhvk lhrmkkkk""""mmmmzzzz    iiiitttthhhhppppuuuukkkk    uuuuvvvvhhhhkkkktttt    rrrr""""ddddvvvv
uhkjn ,na vza er 'v,hn abugn kmbhvk vbuufc vkhp, ukkp,v ovhba htsuca
kt egza 'u,khp, h"g aeucnv ,t dhaha "ihntv" tk tuv hrv 'v,hn ,rhzdnu
,"hava uck kg vkgv tku 'atuhn ,ntc vhv uckc kct '"vgauubu ubghauv" ,"hav

mga odva '"vnhka vkhp," wndv ,buuf uvzu /vrm u,utn ukhmhka ,ukhp,v o
ihntv ,ntca vz 'ockc huk, ovhbhc eukhjv kct 'vzk vz ohnus ann uhv ovhba
,utpr,vk vfz f"gu 'vrm v,utn ukhmh htsuca ,"havc jyuc vhv ',"havc
tka ouan 'v,hn ,rhzdn kmhb tku uhkjn ,na vz kct ',un ,rhzdn kmhbu uhkjn
/vnhka vkhp, vbht u,khp, f"gu 'ukhmh htsuca w,h uc jyc tku ,"havc ihntv

"txbe ut tbunn 'tezb tdkp" - The Gemara brings a ,eukjn: tpp wr holds ezb hmj is iunn, because all ohruua are "runha ,ezjc utk", the basic
gcy of a rua is to gore and the owner is responsible to watch it and if he didn’t he should be oka ezb chhj. However, the Torah had pity on the
owner [tbnjr xj] and since this animal never gored before, we only require him to pay ezb hmj. tbuv wr holds that ezb hmj is a xbe because all
ohruua are runha ,ezjc and really the owner does not have to watch it and should be completely ruyp, but the Torah wanted owners to be
careful and watch their rua so they imposed a xbe of ezb hmj if your rua gores. hexrcup sus wr [sus wr hrugha] explains that this is not a ,eukjn in
the ,uthmn of an ox, everyone agrees that ohruua o,x are not khdr to gore, but if they do, it is still not considered a hubha because it is within their
nature to gore (if provoked). The issue is if these facts give them a "ehzn oa" or not. tbuv wr holds they are not a ehzn and are runha ,ezjc and
since this rua is not prone to goring, there is no hsi  of vrhna on him, so the owner should be totallyruyp, but we impose a xbe on him to incentivize
him to do a vrhna anyway. tpp wr holds they are classified as a ehzn and tkhnn are considered runa ,ezjc utk, even though this ox is not khdr to
gore, and the owner is chhujn to watch it. If he doesn’t he is chhj in full, but vhkg tbnjr xj and only charged him half, but it is a regular iunn payment.

 [tbunn v"s]h"ar      brings a vfkvk n"epb. If we say this is iunn then the ihs of ruyp xbec vsun wouldn’t apply, and if he was vsun before ohsg came,
it wouldn’t matter because it’s not a xbe, and he would be chhj. But if you hold b"j is xbe, then if he is vsun before ohsg come to s"c, he would be
ruyp, because ruyp xbec vsun. The Gemara [/vg] says the ihs of "ruyp ohsg utc f"jtu xbec vsun" is only if because of his vtsuv he made himself
chhujn in a ihnuka,, then we say this vtsuv will absolve him from paying the additional xbe. For example, if someone admits ins"c that he stole and
then ohsg come and testify that he stole, he is ruyp from paying kpf (the xbe). This is because with his admission, he was chhjn himself the ire
before the ohsg testified. The  [wdf vkta g"vt]vsuvhc gsub  brings the k"arvn who asks, based on the above rule, why do we say (above h"ar), that if
the owner came to s"c and was vsun that his o, rua gored, if b"j is xbe, even if ohsg come later, he is ruyp, because ohsg utc f"jtu xbec vsun"
"ruyp? In this case when he is vsun that his rua gored, he is completely ruyp from any ihnuka, and the above rule says that in order to be ruyp from
a xbe, your vtsuv must make you chhujn in someihnuka,? The vsuvhc gsub  answers, his admission about this vjhdb will now go towards the
iucaj of becoming a sgun and if his ox gores another 2 times, it will be a sgun and will have to pay oka ezb. So, his admission is hastening his ox
in becoming a sgun and is considered as if he is being chhjn himself something, and consequently ruyp ohsg utc f"jtu xbec vsun, will apply.       

                                                                                                                                                                                                              

R’ Shimon Schwab zt”l (Maya’an Beis Hashoeva) would say:
    “wkusdv vbc uag hsdc ,t vecr je,uw - Esav was a few moments older and he gets the title HaGadol? Why? Because of
his stellar achievement and performance of the mitzvah of Kibbud Av, how he ran to fulfill the desire of Yitzchok and
how he rushed to dress to properly serve him. For that he was a ‘Gadol’ until he identified as a Rasha.”

A Wise Man would say: “It is better to be disliked for what you are than to be loved for what you are not.”                                                                                 
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         A SERIES IN HALACHA
       LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Kashrus in the Kitchen (88).  The Jewish Kitchen (cont.) 
Bishul Akum. Last week we finished off with the halacha that
one can avoid Bishul Akum even if a gentile lit the fire and
placed food on the fire, by having a Yid stir the coals or the food
and hasten the cooking. According to RMA and Ashkenazic
custom, this can help even after the item is fully cooked, if the
Yid improves the item. Therefore, somebody who makes a pie
crust crispier, has turned it into Pas Yisroel.
Thermostat-Controlled Ovens. The Chelkas Binyomin (1)

points out a relevant reality. When a person raises the
temperature on a thermostat-controlled fire, he might not be
fixing the Bishul Akum problem. If at that time, the fire was off,
raising the temperature has indeed made a new burst of fire.
However, if the fire was still on from the gentile lighting, he has
not created anything. All he has done is postpone turning off of
the gentile’s flame and allowing it go further. That might not be
called a Yid’s participation to avoid Bishul Akum. Therefore, he
would have to first lower the flame and then turn it up again.
Microwave Cooking. The Poskim debate whether cooking with
a microwave oven is like conventional cooking regarding the

      

issur of Bishul Akum. The question only starts when one uses a
microwave to change an item that was not edible raw, to cooked.
If one uses it to just warm things up that are already cooked, even
if they have to be thawed out, it is not cooking and is permitted.
R’ Nosson Gestetner zt”l holds (2) that it is permitted. The RMA
(3) states that Chazal only decreed on cooking with fire. Also, the
quality of the cooked item is not always the same. In fact, many
people use microwave ovens just for reheating and not for cooking.
This is also the opinion of R’ Moshe Heinemann shlita. Many
Poskim are strict and feel that since this has become a common
way of cooking, and the reason of leading to ",ub,j" (intermarriage)
does apply, there is an issue of Bishul Akum. This is the opinion of
R’ Shmuel Wosner zt”l (4) and Rav Elyashiv zt”l (5).
Question. Can one use a minor (under Bar Mitzvah) to turn on a
fire to save food from becoming Bishul Akum? The logic is that it
works because as long as it is not a fire lit by a gentile, the RMA
should agree that it is fine. Shut Arugas Habosem (6) adds a
requirement that the minor should understand the prohibition of
Bishul Akum and that his act of lighting is coming to permit the
food. It is not clear if all hold like that.

 



    There is a fascinating Yerushalmi in Nedarim (3-8), which describes how in future times, Esav will wrap himself in a talis
and sit with the Tzaddikim in Gan Eden until Hashem comes and pulls him out. Why would Esav Harasha, the quintessential
paragon of evil think that he belongs in Gan Eden, and why would Hashem let him enter, only to throw him out? 
    The Pnei Moshe provides an amazing insight, quite an eye opening message for us all. He explains that Esav believes that
because he has Zechus Avos, and comes from such an illustrious family like Zaida Avraham, Tatte Yitzchok and brother
Yaakov, he can simply cover himself with a talis and PRESTO, he will become an automatic Tzaddik! In fact, the talis and the
Zechus Avos both have the same quality - they lend themselves to the ",uhbumhj" -  externalism, of a person! They are ways for a
person to be considered righteous, even pious, without doing anything at all! So, Hashem comes along and throws Esav out
of Gan Eden, in order to teach all the externally righteous people that this method simply doesn’t work! It is sheker,
falsehood, a life of lies, which often only becomes apparent after 120 years on this world, when one realizes that the lofty
place in Gan Eden that he thought belonged to him, really does not!
    It is interesting to note that the words, "ceghu ejmh ovrct hekt" are found in the midst of the Tochacha, the harsh punishment
that will befall Klal Yisroel if they do not follow the Torah. The Shlah Hakadosh explains that after describing all the evil
decrees, Hashem looks at His Nation and says, “Wait, you are the children of Avraham, Yitzchok and Yaakov? You have such
incredible yichus? So now, the punishments will be even worse!” Being a member of an illustrious family is not a ticket to Gan
Eden. One cannot cover himself in a talis and rest on his laurels, because he is a “Rebbisha Einekel” or a descendant of a
great Rav. It is an awesome responsibility to have yichus and Zechus Avos is what we must live up to rather than rely upon.

     While learning this posuk, a few questions arise. Firstly, the words of the posuk seem out of order. It should have first
stated that Yitzchok saw that Rivkah was an vreg, and that led to his davening. Why does it say that he davened first?
Rabbeinu Bechaye answers, based on Chazal, who say that Hashem desires the tefillos of a tzaddik. Thus, He gives them
reasons that will cause them to daven. Therefore, the posuk wrote the ikkar, their prayers, first, and only afterwards the
reason. The second question is, what does the Torah want to signify with the words "u,at jfbk", opposite his wife?
    Every Shabbos, for those who daven nusach sefard (on Yamim Noraim for nusach ashkenaz as well), in the tefillah of
"sg ifua" there’s an unusual acronym. The first letters of the words, h 'ohram 'ohehsj 'ohshxeohaus  spell "ejmh" and the third
letters of ,,r,, 'onuc,, 'lre,, 'asvkk  spell "vecr" facing each other, u,at jfbk. But there must exist a deeper meaning here.
    The Tzvi Latzaddik explains that when a person davens to Hashem for something, whether it is parnassa, gezunt,
children, etc., there are two ways to ask. One is to daven for it because they really want it. Or they can ask for the same
thing but not because they want it, rather because it can be used as a vehicle to promote Kvod Shomayim. The latter being
the more desired supplication. So, yes, Yitzchok and Rivkah begged for a child but for the sake of ohna sucf huchr, in order
to continue building Klal Yisroel.
       Each Shabbos and Yom Tov when we say sg ifua, but especially during the Yamim Noraim, we are reminded, that as
we daven for our needs, our focus shouldn’t just be on ourselves - “selfish” - but rather lbgnk, for Your sake, Hashem, as
the words containing the vecr acronym teach us. May we takeh daven continuously hnkgku okgk lrcn tcr vna tvh /int"
"thnkg, which has the power to break all decrees and send us the final geula, b’karov!

                                                                                                                                                                                                              

 /// hbtrhhu trun uk ob,tu(v-c hftkn)

 /// vsa aht shm gsh aht uag hvhu(zf-vf)

tuv vreg hf u,at jfbk wvk ejmh r,ghu
u,at vecr rv,u wv uk r,ghu /// (tf-vf)

 /// ejmh ,t shkuv ovrct ovrct ic ejmh ,sku, vktu(yh-vf)
   Chazal tell us that the “Toldos” of a tzaddik are his good deeds. What one does in this world will truly be his descendants, for
a person’s good deeds truly shape his eternity. The following story began seven months ago, but the “Toldos” are forever. A
chareidi man from Bnei Brak pulled up to a gas station in central Israel to fill up his car. He saw a secular man looking very
troubled. He went over to him and asked, “Achi, my brother, you look like something is wrong, is there any way I can help you?” 
    The irreligious man looked curiously at the man with beard and peyos offering his help. He was quite desperate and so he said,
“My car has no gas and I barely managed to make it here, but I left my credit card at home and I have no money on me.”
    The frum Yid from Bnei Brak smiled and said, “Is that it? No problem, I will fill up your car.” 
    The man was relieved and he said, “Please give me your information so I can pay you back.” To which the chareidi man
answered, “Oh no! This is my mitzvah, don’t take it away from me!” He refused to even consider accepting remuneration.
    The irreligious man looked at him incredulously and said, “My friend, I come from a Moshav down south called Kibbutz
Be’eri. People there say all kinds of things about chareidim and people like you, but I see that it is not true!”
     They exchanged phone numbers and the man from Bnei Brak promised to keep in touch. The Kibbutznik was moved, but
did not believe he would ever hear from that “dos” again. On Erev Shabbos, the man from Bnei Brak called the non-religious
fellow and said, “I just wanted to say hello and wish you a good Shabbos!” Each Erev Shabbos, for six months straight, he
would pick up the phone and reconnect with his chiloni friend from Be’eri, always ending off with, “Have a good Shabbos!”
     Finally, after a few months, the chiloni said to his friend, “You keep wishing me a good Shabbos, but honestly I have no
idea what Shabbos is all about. I know nothing at all about Shabbos. Can you teach me what it is?” 
    “Of course!” answered the delighted chareidi man. “But I don’t think that I can explain to you over the phone what
Shabbos is. The only way to understand Shabbos, to really appreciate a Shabbos, is by experiencing one! Maybe you and
your family would come to me for Shabbos and then you will see what it is all about!”
     The man laughed and he said, “I will think about it!” But every week when he asked him again, he would say, “Maybe ...
but not this week!” Week after week, there was always a reason or excuse why they couldn’t come from Be’eri to Bnei Brak
for Shabbos. Finally, a few weeks into Chodesh Elul, the chiloni from Be’eri decided that it was time to see what Shabbos
was all about and he finally agreed to come! The Bnei Brak family felt that although Rosh Hashana was coming up shortly,
that would probably not be appropriate for his guests from a non-religious kibbutz, nor would Yom Kippur or Sukkos. He said
to himself, “Simchas Torah would be the perfect time to host this completely secular family. The singing and dancing with the
Torah would truly be inspiring.” He invited them for Simchas Torah and they agreed to come. (In Israel, Yom Tov is one day.)
     A few days before Yom Tov, the chareidi man’s father, who lived in the city of Sderot, also in the south, called his son and
said, “I want you and the whole family to come for Simchas Torah. It is hard for me to be here alone and I need you to come.” 
    The man said to his father, “Abba, I would love to come but I cannot. You see, I invited a chiloni family from Kibbutz
Be’eri for Simchas Torah and I cannot cancel now and tell them not to come. Why don’t you come to me?” His father refused
and insisted that honoring parents precedes inviting guests and therefore he must come to Sderot for Simchas Torah. 
    The man hung up the phone and was in a real quandary. What should he do? He decided to call up his Rav and ask a shaila.
His Rav told him, “Your father must come to you! There is no question about it! Give me his number and I will call him!”
     The Rav called the man’s father and convinced him to leave his home in Sderot and come to Bnei Brak for Simchas Torah.
That day, the Hamas terrorist attack in southern Israel that shook the entire world, decimated Kibbutz Be’eri, leaving very few
survivors! And so, three families were saved because of the good deed that one man from Bnei Brak did when he met a fellow
Jew at a gas station. Indeed, the “Toldos” of this incredible story will surely carry on for many generations to come.                                         
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 /// lapb hbfrc, rucgc hshmn vkftu vca tb oue(yh-zf)
llllyyyynnnn: The Medrash (Koheles 3:1) tells of a fascinating
incident. One of  the prominent men of Tzipori made a
festive event in honor of the bris milah of his son and Rav
Shimon ben Chalafta came to the event.  
    At the bris, as the father of the boy was giving out aged
wine, he  pronounced: “Drink this fine wine, and I trust in
(pray to) the Master of  Heaven that I will also give you to
drink from it at his wedding.” To which the guests customarily
responded, “Just as you brought him to circumcision, so may
you bring him to Torah and to the wedding canopy.” 
    Suddenly, Rav Shimon was accosted by an angel. After a
quick exchange,  the angel revealed himself as the malach
hamaves, the angel of death. “Why do you look forlorn?”
asked Rav Shimon. The angel answered, “It is from the

sound of the harsh words that I hear from people every day.” 
     “What do you refer to?” asked Rav Shimon.  
    “That baby that you circumcised today,” he explained, “I
have a document of his fate, which states that I am to take
him from this world in thirty days. However, his father gave
you to drink and prayed: ‘Drink this fine wine as I trust in the
Master of Heaven that I will give you to drink of it at his
wedding.’ The prayer pierced the heavens and abrogated the
decree. That is what makes me sad!”
llllyyyynnnnpppp: This weeks parsha expounds on the berachos that
Yitzchok Avinu gave to  his sons. Although it may seem that
the blessings given by Yitzchok are of divine nature and we
cannot relate to such a lofty position, the above Medrash
seems to imply otherwise. Every blessing, even the simplest
one, like a customary blessing naturally given when greeting
a baal simcha, contains great power. 

    Malachi HaNavi describes Hashem’s special relationship
with Shevet Levi who always adhered to the word of
Hashem. The Navi says, “And I [Hashem] gave him [Shevet
Levi] a feeling of trepidation [which they used] to fear Me.”
However, by giving them a special feeling of fear of
Hashem, did the Almighty not take away their sense of
choice - their vrhjc?
    R’ Yisroel Salanter zt”l explains that Chazal (Sanhedrin
99b) say that every person is born to toil in this world and the
one who toils in Torah is the privileged one. In fact, Rashi
says that in reality everyone has a choice. All human beings
were created for a life of toil, and if he does not engage and
toil in Torah, he will toil in other things. But if he chooses to

toil in Torah, he will be blessed, and the worries and toils of
this world will be released from him. Similarly, human beings
were created with awe and fear, and it is only natural for them
to be afraid of something. Thus, if one chooses to channel his
fear towards Hashem then he will be blessed not to have to
fear anything else. But if he chooses not to fear the Almighty,
then it is only natural for him to fear other things in the world.
   The special relationship between Hashem and Shevet Levi
was due to their choosing to fear him and nothing else. Of
course, they had a choice. They could have chosen to fear
other things like the rest of Klal Yisroel, but they chose to
take that special "trun" - fear, that Hashem gave them all, and
channel it to complete “Fear of Heaven.”
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