
 /// ejr, rea rcsn(z-df),"havn ehjrn reav - 
   diuakf ,tz ,rnut thv 'utkc thva hvakf vkugp kg rnuk vmur vru,vaf vb

,t ruxtk vtucc okut /wufu wjmr, tkw wcubd, tkw wlfu lf vag, tkw 'ost hbc
'wejr, rea rcsnw tkt wrea, tkw ,rnut vbhtu 'vbuak ,t v,bha wreawv
vn rcs ubk ;hxuvk od v,mr 'reav ,t ruxtk vru,v v,mra vn sckna jrfvcu
uh,gna] 'vhva vagn hp kg rvc,n rcsv vz /ohruxht rtac ubhta vn 'uruxht ihbgc

kkkk""""zzzz    ....hhhhccccuuuubbbbhhhhccccrrrr    iiiihhhhnnnnhhhhbbbbcccc    hhhhccccrrrr    mmmm""""vvvvddddvvvv    rrrr""""uuuunnnnnnnn hbpk ghpuv ogp [gggg""""hhhhzzzz    iiiihhhhkkkkccccuuuukkkknnnn    wwwwvvvvzzzzuuuujjjjwwwwvvvv    eeee""""vvvvrrrrvvvv
tn okut 'vcua,c ruzjk ubumrca uk rntu 'vkuf vru,v kf kg rcga sjt tyujrj

runa,uhvk v,gn tuv lrymh hf 'u,kufhk rcgn tuv rcsva uk vtrb tyjc tuv kd
vhv, tk uck kfc lfc .upjh ot odu 'ovn ,jtc kafhvk hkcn ,uumn d"hr,c rhvz
kfu, rea ruxhtn rhvz ,uhvk lhkg kce, ot 'wvzujwv uk chav /lfc sungk u,kufhc
vrhnav okut ',uumn d"hr,v kf ,rhna lhkg kcek lrym,a hkcn od vcua,k ,ufzk
bntb jhycvu ehsmv ,mgc vkv jna /ohru,huu ,ukue oua tkc vhv, reav kgv

 /ehsmv ,hc ,t czg vkvmcu /uhpc rea ,udvkn rhvz vhvh v,gna
vshmc vjycvu 'hcrv uk i,ba vkev vcua,v ,usut c"ck rphx u,hc kt utucc    
hbhgc vshjk rcsv v,hvu 'ohhkhutv uhkdrvc lhanh ot od vcua,k v,ufzc vfzha
lhanvk onz uckc okut 'reav in rhvz ,uhvk khj,v ift tyujv /ohgnuav kf
hvakf vchbd gmck hsf 'khk sugc oue ohfavk onz vkhk u,utc sugu /uhkkgn r,hc

uhshc,rcf ,fkk u,buufcaf u,hcn tmhu oue ohfav 'vag if onz ratfu /,ubnuhnv 
vkva ugshcu 'uhrfnn sjtc ejrnn adp u,czftk okut /sguhnv ouenv sg .rt

urnju uruau u,ntu uscgu lgr ,at snj, tk lgr ,hc snj, tk
 /// lgrk rat kfu(sh-f)sunj, tk ka ruxhtv ksud ruthc - 

    `ohkea ,arp turek ihdvub ubta vnk ogy (v"v-t"p vkhdn) hnkaurhc t,h
sh,g garv inva v"cev vpm k"car oac huk wr" :hnkaurhv k"zu rst asuj osue
'garv u,ut ka upxfk hbc ka ipxf ohseha cyun rnt 'ktrah kg upxf kueak
ohhkeav ,arp ,threa 'rtucn hrv /f"g '"ohkea ,arpc ihrueu ihnhsen lfhpk
hbpk gushu hukd :k"r rnt" :(:dh) vkhdn wndc t,htu /garv inv ka ;xfv sdbf vhv
ivhkea ohsev lfhpk 'ktrah kg ohkea kueak inv sh,ga okugv vhvu rnta hn
hrv /f"g '"ohtkfv kgu ohkeav kg ihghnan rstc sjtc :ib,s ubhhvu /uhkeak
kmbhvk ovk snug vz ,ufzv vhv 'ktrah kkf ub,ba ohkeav ,ufzca 'rtucn

?inv ,rhzdn kmbhvk ovk usnga ohkeav ka ihbgv uvn c"mu /inv ,rhzdn
ihc rrpnu rzupn sjt og ubah" :auruuajtk rnt inva 'rtck ,"hvzgc vtrbu    
/sjt wv uc cu,fa u,ut uk iah" :(s"br,, znr r,xt a"uekh) k"zj uarsu "ohngv
oubh tk vbv" :ch,fs vbha hbpk iht hbt gar v"cev k"t rzgkt hcr oac vhfrc hcr
rrug,n hbt vbha lu,na lhhj vbha hbpk aha ,rnt v,tu '"ktrah rnua iahh tku

od ugshcu /o,ba ,t ohnb rhgv hbc kfa vgac uhagn rap ,t ,gsk aursh
vmr tk reac odu 'shdvk vmr tk ,ntv ,ta rjtn 'vbgn ushc ihta

/unnz gmck ubnn rmcb lfn vtmu,fu 'rujt duxk rvhn if kg 'an,avk
,hkcu 'tka ,usuvk jrfuvu 'kkp,v ot u,hc hbc hsh kg ktab ifn rjtk    
in ,urhvzv u,ut vfhz ujrf kgcu ',xbfv ,hck ,usguhn uhbpa chav vrhrc
vcrvc uz vumn u,ut vjhrfv inzv og 'ohbp kf kg /vkhp,v ,umnc reav
yt vfz lfu 'grc xutnk od vn ,shnc vfz rcf 'onuhec kdruva rjtu ',uumn

 /ohna trh hsuvh ka ohhj jrutk kdr,vku 'ohtyjv kfn e,b,vk yt
u,uhv sckn reav hf ',ubuugv rtan tuv vbua reava ohtur vagnv vzn   
ka uhkkgn ,t rh,xvk hgmntv tuv hf 'ohtyjv rta kfk rafv od tuv 'tyj

 /k"r lrs uk c,bk u,kufhc ush kgu 'uhccux hbhgn garv
osta 'ohehsmv oac tcunf reac khdrv hbhgn ohnkgb vcua,v hfrs od    
auckc auck tuv ouhv kf hf 'vcua,c cuak sutn uk vae 'ugcyc irea tuva
ssunv uk rxj hf ',ntv ,sueb kt tuck sutn uk vae lf lu,nu 'rea ka
/,ntc hec ubhta ouan 'vnhka vcua,c cuak kufh ubhtu 'cuak ifhvu lht iufbv

   rhvzvk iufbk v,tr vru,v 'reav kg vru, ka v,utyc,v icun ohrcsv hp kg
,uagk tka vtruvc vep,xv ihutkv kf kg otu 'vrunj vrvztc tyjv vz kg'v

rsd unmgk ostv i,h lfc hf 'r,uhc uehjrvk reav kg rhvzvk iufbk v,tr
 c,f uktf ohrcsu /iuug kfk dhhxuwwww,,,,nnnntttt    ,,,,ppppaaaawwwwvvvv    kkkkggggcccc    eeee""""vvvvrrrrvvvvifuw :k"zu (ohypua) 

 h,gnau /ejr, rea rcsn ch,f 'reac if odkkkk""""zzzz    zzzz""""uuuunnnnnnnn oac shdva 'ccccrrrrvvvv
kkkk""""zzzz    ttttjjjjxxxxhhhhaaaappppnnnn/dhhx ubeh, ohnfj er 'vru,c ruxht ouac vejrv ubhmn tka '

/k"fg 'wruxhtv rnuj ,utrvk /ejr, vrnt vnmg vru,va 'reac ,kuz
f"gu ',"hav ka u,jdavc rpf inv hrv /f"g '"okugv in usctnu ahtv u,ut kg
/u,mg rpvk usdbf sungh tk ,"hava 'ktrah og ,t durvk jhkmha u,gs kg vkg

rthcu 'keav ,hmjn ,umn ,"hav gce vz ,nugku     rrrreeeehhhh    hhhhkkkkffffvvvv    ihbgv (th 'k) 
ouen kfc /ktrah hbc atr ,t ta, hf wudu wv rcshu" :k"zu keav ,hmjn ka
,ta r,hc ohtaubn ktrah rpxnv h"ga hpk 'rpxnv kmt atr ,thab rhfzv
/// ahtu aht kfk aha ,hyrpv vkgnv kg vrun rpxn kf hf ,unutv kf kg
rpxn hf '"otcm rpxnc thmunv" ovc rntba 'ohcfufk ktrah ukanb vz lrscu
hbc rpxn lf 'orpxn gsuh v"ceva epx hkc hf 'o,kgn rucgc tuv htsu tuvv
cegh hbc uhvhu" :icutr ka tyj rjt rntba vnk vnus kdgv vagn rjt ktrah
okuf tkt 'kdgv vagn rucgc uxtnb tka itf ubk ghsuv lf '"rag ohba

 /k"fg '",hyrp vjdavc jdaun ktrahn aht kfa vrunv rpxnv ,ukgnc
kf ,kgn kg ',uruvk tuv keav ,hmjn ,umnc suxha 'uhrcsn rtucn hrv    
raev cyhhv icun 'vz hpk f"tu /,hyrp vjdavc uhkg jhdan ,"havau 'hsuvh
'ktrah ung kg jhdan tuv ,"hava ,uruvk tuv ohkeav ka ihbgva /ovhbhc
ohbhntn obhta 'ekngn tuva 'inv ka ,ugy uvz f"gu /ovn okg,n a"uj ubhtu
vruna ohkeavu 'ktrah og ,t drvk jhkmha u,gs kg vkgu ',"hav ,jdavc

/inv jhkmv tka ogyv vhv vzu ',"hav ,jdav kg

vky rac ushc vkgu rhzj rac ,ukgk iuf,b""  - The Mishnah says if a woman who was a rhzb drank wine and was oh,nk tnyn on purpose,
not knowing that her husband was rhpn her ,urhzb, and it was actually mutar for her, she does not get malkus. The Gemara adds that she
does need a vrpfu vjhkx just like "vky rac ushc vkgu rhzj rac kuftk iuf,b" - one who ate meat thinking it was treif and turns out it’s really
kosher meat; although he wasn’t oiver eating treif, he still needs a vrpfu vjhkx. We find a seemingly similar svara [/sx ,ujbn] where one
spread out a net on Shabbos to catch fish and brings up fish and a baby that was drowning. tcr and vcr argue if he is chhj for ,ca kukhj.
Do we go after his vcajn, which was to trap fish, or do we look at his vagn and ultimately it was an act of pb ,kmv,ua ? The Rambam

 [wzy 'c"p ,ca] paskens that he is ruyp even if he was never aware of the drowning eubh,! a"ar ihhg, who says this is different than our case.
     The  [wz whx'zya wx j"ut]g"ua  says if one traps dangerous ohcregu ohajb on Shabbos, if it is for vtupr he is chhj; if it is to prevent them from
biting him, it is r,un. The vfkv ruthc [smv v"s] says, in places where these snakes are known to kill, "rapt", that even if one had in mind to
trap them to use for vtupr (which is assur), he would also be ruyp since it is a mitzvah to rid them from the world so that they don’t kill any
humans. The j"j says that this could be compared to a case [sp tnuh] where a eubh, was drowning on Shabbos and someone spread out his
net with intentions of catching fish and the child, where we say he is patur. This comparison could be refuted because at least by the net he had in
mind both intentions, saving the child and fishing, f"tan by the snake he only had in mind to trap it to use as a vtupr, so he should be chhj. 
     The "okug" asks why didn’t the ohhj .pj compare the case of trapping the snake to our case above where the Rambam paskens he is
patur even if he didn’t know there was a drowning eubh,? This is analogous to his case where he traps the killer snake for refuah which is
assur, but he should be patur because unbeknownst to him he is doing a mitzvah by exterminating this snake from the world! c"mu.
    The ihexhs k"hrvn  [hjhu ,arp] brings the Gemara "vagnk gr vcajn ;rymn v"cev iht" [/n ihaushe], and asks, why in our cases with the
vrhzb, treif and snake do we need vrpf? There was only vcajn to do an aveira, but no aveira was really done? He says that if a vagn is
done in conjunction with a gr vcajn then a vrpf is needed. So, the vrhzb and the one who thought he was eating treif, besides their bad
intentions, also did a vagn and they need a vrpf. [:yk ihaushe hrhtn ihhg] In  [z", vkta]vnak vru, ,"ua  someone was sauj his cleaning
help was stealing and wanted to plant cash as a trap to see if he would steal it. He paskened there that this is assur to do because of rug hbpk.
Even if you would be vfzn the money to the alleged thief [uhbpc tka ostk ihfz] so that if he takes it, he is in essence taking his own money,
this is also assur because he is like "vky ushc vkgu rhzj kuftk iuf,b", that needs a vrpf, so it’s rug hbpk on this vrhcg that needs a vrpf.       

                                                                                                                                                                                                              

R’ Yosef Dov Halevi Soloveitchik zt”l (Beis Halevi) would say:
    “wovhbpk oha, rat ohypanv vktuw - Parshas Mishpatim comes right before Parshas Teruma because before a person can
give tzedaka and show the generosity of his heart, he has to know from where the money came. Is it stolen or is it kosher
money? He can only know that from learning the dinim of Parshas Mishpatim which discusses other people’s money. Once
he knows the laws, he can then give tzedaka (Parshas Teruma) properly knowing the money is his and not stolen.”

A Wise Man would say: “Always bear in mind that your own resolution to succeed is more important than any other.”                  
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th:dg ost ,nfj 'oa l"a ihhg
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         A SERIES IN HALACHA
       LIVING A “TORAH” DAY
Kashrus in the Kitchen (67). Tevilas Keilim: Disposable
Aluminum Pans. Last week we mentioned that most people
who use a disposable aluminum pan one time, do not need to
immerse it. Even though this is correct and they have upon
whom to rely, it has been verified that many of the senior
Poskim of the last generation were not happy with this minhag
and felt that these pans should be immersed without a beracha.
Obligated and Exempt Material. So far we have learned that
metal and glass are obligated in tevila, whereas wood and other
materials are not. There are examples of utensils where some
parts of it are metal or glass, and other parts are wood. [In the
following examples, we will assume like most Poskim, that
plastic is exempt, even though some do toivel plastic without a
beracha.] These are: metal knives or fruit peelers which have
plastic handles or frames, wooden items held together by metal
screws, plastic blenders with metal blades and attachments, etc.
Metal and Glass Touching Food. 1) If the metal can function

      

without the wood or plastic, one should toivel it with a beracha.
A metal knife with a wooden handle should be immersed with a
beracha. The blade can do the cutting itself so even though the
handle helps in using it, a beracha is still made. The whole
utensil as it is, should be immersed, even the wooden handle. The
same is true for a metal grinder with a plastic handle or frame. 
2) If each part needs the other to function, he should toivel it
without a beracha. This refers to cases like a wooden item held
together with metal screws, or plastic blenders with metal blades,
or a glass goblet supported by a wooden stem. 
3) If the utensil can function without the metal, even if the metal
helps it to be easier to use, it does not need tevila. Examples of
this are a wooden spoon with a metal tip or frame around the
wide part of the spoon, and a plastic funnel with a metal spout.  
Metal and Glass Not Touching Food. If the item can function
without the metal, it is exempt, i.e. wooden spoon with a metal tip
on the handle. If it needs the metal, he toivels without a beracha (1).



    People sometimes wonder, does Hashem really care about all the intricate details of a mitzvah? Isn’t Hashem busy with
important things like running the world, making shidduchim, healing the sick etc.? Why should He really care if I open my
refrigerator on Shabbos when the light is on? Why would He want me to have a dark, hungry and cold Shabbos?
    Allow me to illustrate with a parable. Imagine you are a parent who needs to leave the house for an hour at bedtime. You
have three little boys who are busy playing. “I have to go out for an hour,” you tell them, “please get ready for bed. I want to
see you all in pajamas, teeth brushed, and in bed when I come home!” An hour later you come home and what do you see? One
boy is still playing with the same game as when you left. One boy is in his room half undressed, starting to put on his pajamas.
And the third son is lying in bed, teeth brushed, in pajamas, saying shema! So, how do you feel? You go over to the son in bed
and give him a big kiss on his head. His actions are not only an expression of obedience, but they are an expression of love! He
shows that he cares about you! The boy who is still playing his game is sending a message that he doesn’t care what you say!
    When we follow the mitzvos, we are expressing our obedience to Hashem. But when we do what we don’t necessarily want
to do but we do it in all its intricate detail, it is an expression of love! We are saying to Hashem, we want to do Your will, even
when it is not our will, because we know that You know better. You love us and only want what is good for us and by keeping
the intricate details of halacha, we are expressing our belief and love in Hashem, Who truly cares about everything we do.
     V’eileh HaMishpatim - these are the laws that we shall keep, that we shall embrace and strive to adhere to with the most
intricate detail and stringency. Because Torah is the greatest present we ever received from Hashem Who loves us more than
we will ever know. By keeping mitzvos properly, we are saying, “Thank you, Hashem ... I love You, too!”

     The Baal Haturim points out that the posuk here seems to change form: It opens in the plural sense - o,scgu - while
concluding in the singular form - lnjk. He goes on to explain that the plural form refers to the communal tefillos which
Hashem does not refuse. That is the strength of the tzibbur. However, when the beracha actually descends, it is tailor-made to
fit each individual of that tzibbur and his or her personal needs. That is the Hashgacha Pratisfor which each and every Yid is
worthy of. What a remarkable and insightful lesson to cherish and remember. Hashem listens to us as a group, but deals with
each of us in that group, as a ben yachid - a one and only child! Truly remarkable.
    Maybe we can suggest an additional machshava. Many of us find ourselves as part of a group, a kehilla. Whether we are
among neighbors, in our shul and Batei Medrashim, in yeshiva, etc. Or even a mother dealing with her brood - her own
personal “kehilla.” What happens is we tend to get swept up with following everyone else’s lead, being “like the Joneses.”
The problem is that by doing so, we are essentially missing an opportunity to forge our own unique path and destiny. To create
our own light and derech. Thus, says the posuk, "o,scgu" - true you are serving Hashem as a part of something bigger, a klal;
but I, Hashem, want to see you not just as one piece in the communal puzzle. I want you to develop your own character, build
your own mehalech hachaim - your very own way forward in life. And if you do so, I will bless you, as a yachid accordingly.
     This week, we also lain Parshas Shekalim, in which every Yid of a certain age, was required to donate a machatzis
hashekel, a half-shekel, to the Mishkan. Why are we instructed to give only a half of a shekel? To teach us the same lesson.
Without YOU, your input, your uniqueness, we don’t have a davar sholeim - completeness. May Hakadosh Boruch Hu
bentch us with the ultimate beracha by redeeming us so we can finally give the true machatzis hashekel, and not just a zeicher!       

                                                                                                                                                                                                              

 ovu urfn ,tn aht ohbvfv ovk ujeh
/// ,hcv esc ,t uezjh(u-ch wc ohfkn) 

/// ovhbpk oha, rat ohypanv vktu(t-tf) 

 lnjk ,t lrcu ofhekt wv ,t o,scgu
 /// lcren vkjn h,rxvu lhnhn ,tu(th-jh)

 /// tprh tpru i,h u,ca er vfnv vebu u,bgan kg .ujc lkv,vu oueh ot(tf-yh)
      A prominent Jewish merchant was once passing through the village of Mezeritch. Having heard of the greatness of the
Mezeritcher Maggid, R’ Dov Ber zt”l, the merchant, R’ Yaakov, decided to visit him, although he was not an adherent of
the Chasidic movement. He was eager to engage the Maggid in a learned discussion, and he was not disappointed.
     As R’ Yaakov was about to leave, the Maggid suddenly said: “Remember Yaakov, what our Sages of blessed memory
said, that Hashem sends His cure to a patient through a particular doctor and a particular medicine. Sometimes the One Above
sends His cure not through the medication which the doctor prescribes, but through the doctor himself. As you know, a doctor
receives his healing powers by authority of the Torah, as it is written, ‘And he shall surely cure him.’ Therefore, the doctor has
a healing angel at his side, and a very great doctor is accompanied by the Malach Raphael, himself.”
    As he traveled back to Vilna, R’ Yaakov thought about this strange parting remark, which seemed to come out of the blue.
R’ Yaakov was, thank G-d, in very good health. He had never needed a doctor before, and he hoped he would not have to
consult one in the future. He hadn’t asked the Maggid for medical advice, so why had the Maggid mentioned doctors? Unable
to solve this puzzle, he soon dismissed the entire episode from his mind. 
    Several weeks later R’ Yaakov returned home and fell into his normal routine. After a few days, he awoke feeling quite ill.
His condition worsened rapidly and although all the best doctors were called in, each offering a different medication, nothing
helped. Word of his condition spread quickly. His friends and acquaintances were devastated, for R’ Yaakov was a kind and
charitable man. Then a ray of hope appeared. The Jews of Vilna heard that the ruler of Lithuania would be arriving in town,
and his personal physician, who was a wayward Jew, would be accompanying him. If only they could persuade the ruler’s
doctor to pay a call on their beloved friend, maybe this great doctor could save his life.
   The community leaders dispatched a delegation to the palace and petitioned to allow the royal physician to visit R’ Yaakov.
The ruler received them graciously and agreed to their request. The hopes of his family and friends soared when the famous
doctor entered the sickroom, but were soon dashed. When the doctor looked at R’ Yaakov, he said disdainfully, “Am I G-d that
you have brought me here to revive a dead man?” To everyone’s horror, the doctor turned to leave. Distraught, they begged him
to prescribe some medication. “Nothing can help this man,” he replied brusquely, casting a parting glance at the dying patient.
But something caught his eye and he turned to look again. A slight bit of color could suddenly be seen on the patient’s face. The
doctor took his note pad and scribbled a prescription. “Run to the pharmacy and bring this medication at once!”
    Hope sprang again into the hearts of R’ Yaakov’s family and friends. The royal physician remained at the man’s bedside,
his eyes fixed on the sick man. He was amazed to see further signs of improvement. He pulled out his pad and prescribed
another medication. But no sooner had he written it out than the patient’s eyes began to flicker. The doctor had never seen
such a thing in all his experience. Suddenly, the erstwhile dying man sat up in bed and addressed the physician, “I beg you,
dear doctor, don’t go yet. Stay a while longer, and I’ll feel much better. The Angel Raphael must be at your side.”
    The physician was completely overwhelmed. He stared at the patient in utter disbelief, and although he didn’t believe in
angels, he could almost believe the patient’s words. As if reading the doctor’s thoughts, R’ Yaakov began to relate his visit to
the Maggid of Mezritch and especially the Maggid’s puzzling - and prophetic - remark at the end of the visit.
     The doctor, who had listened intently to the whole episode, sat engrossed in thought. It occurred to him that, great healer
though he believed he was, he needed a lot of healing himself -  healing of a spiritual nature. “I would like to meet this saintly
man,” he finally said. “When you are fully recovered, I would like you to take me to meet him.”
    Not very long after, the two of them, R’ Yaakov and the royal physician, traveled to Mezeritch - R’ Yaakov to become a
chasid and the physician to return to his faith. (Adapted from Talk & Tales, by Nissan Mindel)                                                  
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/// ohypanv kf ,tu wv hrcs kf ,t ogk rpxhu(d-sf) 
llllyyyynnnn: A crowded United Airlines flight was canceled. A
single agent was rebooking a long line of inconvenienced
travelers. Suddenly, an angry passenger pushed his way to
the front. He slapped his ticket on the counter and said, “I
MUST be on this flight, and it has to be FIRST CLASS.”
    The agent replied, “I’m sorry, sir. I’ll be happy to try to
help you, but I’ve got to help these folks first. Let me finish
with them and then I’m sure we’ll be able to work something
out for you.” The passenger was unimpressed. In an
obviously loud voice so that the passengers behind him could
hear, he said, “DO YOU HAVE ANY IDEA WHO I AM?!”
     The agent looked up from her computer screen and smiled
sweetly. Then, without hesitating, she grabbed the public
address microphone and began to speak. “May I have your

attention, please,” she said in a voice heard clearly throughout
the terminal. “We have a passenger here at Gate Fourteen
WHO DOES NOT KNOW WHO HE IS. If anyone can help
him with his identity, please come to Gate Fourteen.”
     With the folks behind him in line clearly amused, the man
glared at the United Airlines agent and gritted his teeth. He
was about to raise his voice again and say something nasty,
when the agent, still smiling, cut him off and said, “I’m sorry
sir, you’ll have to get in line for that, too!”
llllyyyynnnnpppp: The Torah and its many laws, are our life-line. They
direct us in our daily life and in every course of action we do.
However, learning Torah and following the mitzvos should
be an enjoyable experience. Anyone who finds themselves
confronted with the opposite experience is obviously doing
something wrong. This is a lesson for him: Life isn’t about
how to survive the storm, but how to dance in the rain....

    Parshas Shekalim details the institution of the annual
Machatzis HaShekel collection - a halachically permissible
manner in which to take a public census, as well as collect
funds for the Bais Hamikdash. In the Haftorah, the young
and righteous King Yoash attempted to revive Klal Yisroel’s
passion for Hashem’s holy house, and he directed the
Kohanim to use the funds for the necessary repairs. 
    Rashi details that King Yoash instructed the Kohanim to
take the collected funds for themselves and in return they
would make the repairs from their own funds. But as the
Haftorah continues, after twenty years, the repairs still had
not been done. So why did Yoash ever think that such an
arrangement was the best approach to fix the problem? 

   R’ Yosef Tziyon HaLevi zt”l (Vatomer Tzion) offers a
brilliant insight. He explains that King Yoash identified a
deeply rooted problem in Klal Yisroel at the time - the fact
that Queen Asalya had desensitized the nation to all things
"ouenk ost ihc" - between the people and Hashem. Thus,
King Yoash thought that since the Kohanim are supported
from the Bais Hamikdash anyways, by changing the
collection from "ouenk ost ihc" to "urhcjk ost ihc" he hoped
that the nation’s feelings for Hashem would be reawakened. 
    Unfortunately, he did not anticipate that the Kohanim
themselves had lost respect as well and they, in turn, did not
feel the urge to complete the repairs. Twenty years later, he
changed tactics and eventually raised the necessary funds.
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