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On behalf of thousands of Shomer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply helps families of Melandim, Agunos and Grushos in Eretz Yisroe! at ZERO expense

A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Monetary, Interpersonal Laws and Din Torah (15)
Laws of Vehicles. Last week, we began to discuss the laws
regarding vehicle damage and that it is similar to the halachos of
“Adam Hamazik.” We now continue with more relevant laws.
Stolen Cars. Any time a person buys anything, he must be
careful to determine that he is not buying stolen items. If he is
not careful about this he is considered aiding and encouraging
the thief to keep on stealing, and he has transgressed the aveirah
of “lifnei iver” causing someone to sin. This issue is documented
in the Shulchan Aruch (). This even applies to buying from a
gentile because they too are commanded not to steal, as one of
the seven mitzvos of Bnei Noach, and we are not allowed to
cause even a gentile to sin. Pischei Teshuva () in the name of
the Tzemach Tzedek adds that for the above reason, one may
not buy from one who already bought from a thief.

Buying a Stolen Item: Normally, if a person bought a stolen
item, not knowing it was stolen, and later the original owner
tracks down his stolen item and wants it back, the buyer must
return the item. Hpwever, he is entitled to ask from the owner to
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pay him back all the expenses he incurred while buying the item.
The Chachamim created this entitlement called “takanas
hashuk,” a remedy for commerce, because if not, people will be
afraid to buy anything that might be stolen, even in a far-fetched
scenario, and this will affect commerce. Therefore, they said that
the innocent buyer can get his money back from the owner, and
now buyers will not be too afraid to buy. [The original owner
can, if possible and practical, reclaim his money from the thief.]
By a car, “takanas hashuk” does not apply, and he cannot claim
his expenses from the owner, because every car is registered with a
VIN number and owner, and the buyer has ways to verify who the
real owner is and he should have done so before buying it. This is
similar to a case in SM’A 37 ¢3). It is good to know that there is one
exception to the issur of buying stolen goods. If one estimates that
the only way to get the item back to the owner is by buying it from
the thief, and the owner will be willing to reimburse him for his
buying expenses, he should do so for the good of the owner and by
doing so he is fulfilling the mitzvah of “hashavas aveida” returning
alost item. This seems clear from the Shulchan Aruch Harav @).
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"maN3 32 T - I a person says, “This is my son,” he is believed. The ©"aw [vwb 1"1] explains that although earlier we leamed from the
word ">, that a father is yaxo to say o2 »a i, that is only when we already know this is his son, we just don't know if he is the -naa. Our
Mishnah is referring to where we have no prior knowledge at all if this is even his son. The o"avn leams that the ax is only yaxa regarding entitiing
him to 3w > on the assets he owns now. This is because the father has a w1 and can gift this property to him now if he wants. Consequently,
since this o is working only because of a i not because of the -1 of w2, the father is only yaxo to allow his son to take a double portion on
his current assets. The w'N9 [VD 'O"9] says this Lwa is a NSYTY Mvba and disagrees. He holds that > gives the father myx even on a
person that was never 7w to even be a son. Therefore, since the mn is not working 1 non, the axis believed and he receives ow o on
all oo The 0" [71"n,2"9 mdna] holds like the v'xA, that one is believed to say »a v, even on someone who s a stranger to us.This is Y1)
2 and not wn ymaand applies to all oom. The 0" 29N 70 moro] also says that > gives the father s to say wan v »a.

I M [30p] says just like the axis yano to say M2 v, S0 t0o, he is yan to say noN 12 v ya mv. Tosfos (75 n"1] asks, just because
> teaches us Mo regarding nwy», how can we extend this maneo to mbos and believe the father w1 mx 910957 Tosfos answers since v
allows the father to identify a younger son as the 33, thus in essence saying the older ones are o wan, so too, it gives him the o to say
ne 2. The »Nn [307] says that when the father says nwy 12 iy, he must say he married the anwa nwy, otherwise he would not be
believed because "ywA waxy own o PN The N [H p77mao] also explains that if a son brings o Ty that testify that they heard his father
say he is the o3, they are believed and he receives o »9. The v explains that this is not a yon of 7y >an 1y, because the father's T
is like a 7 9va mxmin and it's as if the oy heard yaw say he owes ywiw money which they may testify to and not be considered Ty >anTy.

PowIacn 9 [N spwn) brings a story where a father said on his son who was a moa 7w, “l am pavon if he is even my son.” The o1 were
discussing if this son could still collect o >s, or do the words of the father create a oo and contradict the curent nn? oW1 - quotes the
¥ V7,70 v'ynaN] that a father is yono to say »2 wx. He then brings the §"awn who says this o is valid only when the father says s
“wan, but not if he is pavon. He also brings the nann snna %910 v'ynan who says N'y n™w owa that a father is yono to say »1 wx v only
if he is 3, but if he is in doubt this is not called a n15n. He concludes, that we see clearly from this that a pava nmon is not considered a non.
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R’ Levi Yitzchok of Berditchev z¢”’l (Likutei Basar Likutei) would say:
“INTRN NNAWN 93 T2 1972 INNX TH9PM 727210 197ANY - The word NN’ stems from the word ' which means ‘light.’
Hashem told Avram, ‘Should there be a person who will curse you, I will open his eyes to see the light and understand
who you are.” The one who curses Avram does so only because he is in the dark. Once Hashem helps him to ‘see’ the

true light of Avram, he joins all those who pray to have children like him.” Mazel Tovto the Hoffman &
A Wise Man would say: “The best way to make your dreams come true is to wake up.” Szﬁgemﬁlg;?£7ﬁlﬁx;‘§‘m
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Soon after the one-year commemoration of the deadly October 7 attacks in Israel, one man conducted 38 interviews
focusing on the rebuilding efforts of the Israeli communities in the Gaza envelope. Among his interviews, he met with a

woman named Dafnah from Kibbuz Re’im. She had been the cultural director of the kibbutz and was one of the organizers of |=

the Nova Festival. Touring the kibbutz, she showed him her charred house and the room in which her mother and children
were found murdered together. She is the lone survivor of her family. Throughout the conversation, the interviewer thought of
Kristallnacht and the many destroyed shuls. He asked her if the terrorists destroyed any shuls in the communities as well.

Dafnah responded, “Of course not. Not a single beit knesset was damaged in all 21 Gaza kibbutzim.” He didn’t understand,
how could no shul have been attacked, no Sefer Torah burned? She explained, “It wasn’t a miracle. How could they damage
something that doesn’t exist?” Most of the communities didn’t have designated or active shuls, she said.

Dafnah, went on to explain, “If you want to understand the day after, you have to understand the day before.”

There is a man named Rabbi Shlomo Raanan, she told him, who runs an organization called Ayelet Hashachar which seeks
to bring outreach to irreligious kibbutzim. He came up with an idea of a basketball game between yeshivah bachurim and the
kibbutzniks of Reim. The game was set to take place on Chol Hamoed, October 2, just days before the massacre. Dafnah had
led the charge to cancel the game. To her, the match wasn’t just a friendly contest; it was a Trojan horse, a way for religious
influence to creep into the kibbutz. “‘I was furious,” she said. “This was outrageous. We didn’t need outsiders telling us what a
good Jew is.” Pulling out her phone and scrolling through old messages, she showed the text messages she had sent to Rabbi
Raanan, warning him not to bring his religious mission to her doorstep. “Cancel this game immediately,” she wrote. “If you
don’t, we’ll all block the entrance with our bodies.” In the spirit of peace and harmony, Rabbi Raanan canceled the game.

Five days later, the massacre came. Just over the border, inside the tunnels of Gaza, Dafnah found herself held hostage, face

I’ve made programs for Arab and Jewish. The Jews are your cousins.” As she pleaded in the darkness for some recognition of
their shared humanity, she was met not with empathy but with a cold dismissal.

“You are not a descendent of Ibrahim! You are not a Jew!” he spat. “You are a European colonialist who stole our land!” It
was in that moment, Dafnah said, that something broke. Or perhaps, something began to be repaired. The accusation hit hard.
Like many in the kibbutz movement, Dafnah had spent her life defining herself more as an Israeli than a Jew, and more
dedicated to reconciling Arabs and Israelis, than healing the divides between different groups of Jews.

Religion had always been secondary to her identity. But now, in the depths of that tunnel, being denied her Jewishness by a
Hamas fighter, she experienced a crisis of self. “I started screaming, Ana Yahudiun, Ana Yahudiun, 1 am a Jew, [ am a Jew!”
The guards restrained her, taping her mouth. But for Dafnah, the internal shift had already occurred.

“For the first time in my life I saw my soul; I saw that I am a Jew. All my life,” Dafnah reflected, “T"ve been part of this
community. We didn’t see ourselves as Jews, in the traditional sense. When I traveled overseas and someone asked if I was
Jewish, I'd correct them. ‘No, I am an Israeli,” I would say. But when this Hamas terrorist called me a colonialist, it hit me. He
didn’t see me as a Jew. You know why? Because I didn’t see myself as a Jew!”

Dafnah’s eyes wandered over the ruined landscape of her beloved kibbutz. “Every Arab village has a mosque. Christian
settlements build churches. And here, in a community of Jewish people, we have nothing. Nothing to say that we are Jews.
And in that moment, I realized that if we were going to rebuild, we needed to reclaim our identity. I took upon myself the new
beit knesset project. When we rebuild, our beit knesset will be the most beautiful structure on the kibbutz.”

On Simchas Torah, Dafnah lost her family, but she found herself. They died, but her Jewish identity was born. (dapted from Ami
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Through Yeshaya HaNavi, Hashem reminds Klal Yisroel to
stay away from idol worship and preserve their purity so that
when the time for redemption comes, the nation will be ready.

The Yalkut Shimoni writes how on Har Sinai, Hashem
said to Klal Yisroel, “Bring Me a guarantee that you will
keep the Torah.” The Jews offered, Avraham, Yitzchok and
Yaakov, as their guarantors but Hashem did not accept them.
Avraham could not be accepted since he had questioned
Hashem with the words "y nma* - “How shall I know”
(Bereshis 15:8) - meaning that Avraham Avinu did not fully
believe that Hashem would fulfill His promise to give him
the Land of Israel. Yitzchok was not accepted as a guarantor
because he loved Esav, and Hashem did not accept Yaakov

because he had said ™77 "Y' - “My way is hidden from
Hashem” (Yeshaya 40:27). Ultimately, Klal Yisroel asked
that future generations be accepted as guarantors for the
Torah and Hashem accepted with the stipulation that as soon
as Klal Yisroel no longer keeps the Torah, the guarantors will
be made to pay the price. We understand why Hashem did not
accept Avraham and Yitzchok, but why was Yaakov refused?
R’ Yaakov Ashkenazi z¢”’l gives a simple answer. While we
surely understand that questioning Hashem and associating
with the people we shouldn’t, may be a disqualification, we
must also understand that giving up is also a disqualification.
Chazal teach us: “Even if a sharp sword is on our necks, a
Yid should never give up hope.” Truly a lesson for the ages.

1 oap oD ND PRIND TP I N 0D PN P

(T-1) o S2IN 1T TP N AT DN BN L BN =7n n:wnn

akadosh Boruch Hu tells Avraham Avinu about the future trials and tribulations that his children will endure at the

CONCEPTS IN AVODAS HALEV FROM THE
FAMILY OF R’ CHAIM YOSEF KOFMAN ZT”L

"C, hands of the nations of the world. The posuk enumerates two specific evils: forced labor and suffering. Yet, when Hashem

promises retribution to these nations, the Torah just says "yTay» IWN N NX ON omitting the "y’ (suffering) part. Why?
One possible answer is that for the extra measure of agony inflicted upon the Jewish people, it is self understood that
they will receive punishment. The chiddush here is that even for the back-breaking labor, there will be payback and

&M retribution. Accordingly, we can now understand the meaning of the seemingly extra word "o»' (see Ramban). Because
¥ | even the nation that merely subjected Bnei Yisroel to forced labor will be “remembered.”

The Sefer Kehillas Yitzchok quotes another explanation. We find that the word "y’ can also refer to spiritual pain.

g% s Thus, Hashem was saying that a dual 7zara will befall us: both physical labor, as well as spiritual degradation. The goyim
o | will cause us to have a decline in our Shemiras HaTorah U’mitzvos. For that, it is obvious that they will pay a heavy price.
"C, The chiddush is that they will pay even for the "y72y»", even for the physical oppression and not just for the spiritual pain.

Rabbeinu Sadia Gaon z¢”’I points out that we see something fascinating here. The entire Yetzias Mitzrayim, the myriad

%] miracles, the downfall of Egypt - all of these came about due to the two words that Hashem promised - "2 \1". Judging

by the severity of their payback based on TWO words from Hashem, we cannot begin to imagine the good that is in store

R for us when Moshiach arrives, based on the multiple prophetic words of our Neviim depicting the heavenly bliss of the nw»

mwnn, which is ours to enjoy while we experience Hashem’s nekama on all those who oppressed us throughout the

@‘1‘ millennia, as the posuk in Tehillim sayg, "T)O¥D T2y OT NHP WYY 0N Y1»". May we soon be zoche DN XINA "D 110 NINIY.
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to face with the forces that had torn her world apart. “I said to an older guard in Arabic, why do you torture me? For 20 years, =) ;‘wv’v; 7w A wealthy businessman once came to the Avodas
& | Yisroel, R’ Yisroel Hopstein z#’/, complaining that his wealth

k&%l and assets were stolen. The Rebbe replied sharply: “Why are

you accusing me? Do you think I stole them? I have witnesses

(t who can testify that I couldn’t have been there at that time!”

The man was shocked. “I wasn’t accusing the Rebbe. All 1

'| was saying was that I had a great loss, and I was looking to
g% | receive a beracha from the Rebbe for success in getting back
6’| my lost money.” With that, he pulled out some more money
¥%| to give as a customary “pidyon” to merit salvation.

“T’ll agree,” replied the Rebbe, “‘on the condition you give

= “w| me fifty gold coins right now.” The man looked at the Rebbe

with incredulity. “Fifty gold coins?!” he repeated, “that’s an

Stunned, he stood up to leave, telling his wife, “I’d rather
daven to Hashem than pay so much for a yeshuah. Hashem
can help us without the fifty gold coins!”

As soon as the Rebbe heard these words, he smiled and told
the man that he could sit down and not worry. “Your
salvation is on its way. I only intended to bring you to the
realization that the One and Only Source of your salvation is
Hashem. He is the only One Who can reimburse you.”

Within a short amount of time, he recovered all his losses.
Ywns: Avraham Avinu was tested by Hashem on ten major
occasions, and he passed them all with flying colors. Whether
Avraham succeeded despite the hardship they entailed, or
because they made him into a greater person, is debatable
(probably both are true). But there is one thing we can clearly
learn that Avraham Avinu’s rock solid implacable belief is
what made him the father of the Chosen Nation.

;’C’,‘T: enormous sum of money!”
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The Gemara (03" quotes Rav Chelbo who learns from our posuk that a man should be careful with the kavod (honor)

C %] of his wife since all blessings come to the home of a man due to the woman. Rava even told the people of Mechuza: “Give
¥% | honor to your wives because in that merit you will become rich.”

R’ Avraham Chaim Feuer shlita (Lahavos Aish) quotes R” Avraham Pam z#”’l who asks: in the Kesuba document

"C, 5] that a man gives to his wife under the chupah, there are four words that are used to express his obligation to his wife. "n2ax"

- I will work, "»pw" - T will honor, "p»N" - T will nourish, "079X" - T will support. It seems that the word OKIR - I will

»“ honor, is an emotional obligation, while the other three are financial. What is it doing here?

Rav Pam answers that in fact the first TWO words describe a man’s emotional obligations toward his wife, and the

Y| second two describe his financial obligations. EFLACH - I will work, is referring to Avodas Hamiddos, working hard to

respect and honor one’s wife. A man must work on himself not to be demanding or harsh with his spouse; he must put in

| ‘rt,"“ great effort to appreciate and accept her in all situations, never cause her pain or criticize her, try to ignore her faults and
o¥%_ | downplay her mistakes. In order to merit much blessing in his home, a man must truly WORK ON HIMSELF - “Eflach” -
in order to respect his wife - “Okir.” The second two words IZON and AFARNES are referring to a man’s financial
,“ obligations to his wife. R’ Feuer adds that nowadays, when many young husbands are sitting and learning in Kollel, how
& | can they promise financial support to a wife? From where will they have the money to sustain her? The answer is that the
X5 last two words in the kesuba are conditional on the first two. “Happy Wife, Happy Life.” If a man works hard to show his

wife the kavod she deserves, then he is promised that his parnassa will come with much blessing!




