
zt hzrpvu hbgbfvu yuk vben hgr ihcu orct vben hgr ihc chr hvhu
 /// .rtc cah(z dh)ukhafvk lfcu ostv ,t ,unrk rmhv lrs - 

      kohtur ubt 'kzdv in ,ugrk ubtmk i,ba yuk ka uhagnc ohbbuc,na
trucv hrv :urnutc (h"arc tcuv ratf) 'uhagnk vrutfk ,bduv vbgy uhpca
rat .rtv kf ,t hfw (u"y euxp) cu,fv rntnf ubhct ovrctk .rtv ,t jhycv
,t ukceha ohbc uk iht unmg ubhct ovrcta iuhfnu 'wlgrzku vbb,t lk vtr v,t
,kjb ,t kceh r,uhc curev uaruh tuva uhjt ic yuka ihsv in 'ubahruhu .rtv
,ugrk repv obhta ,urnk ohrz ,usak xbfhvk unmgk r,hv vruv f"g '.rtv
ukhtu 'ovrctn uaruha rjtn uka v,g rcf ov u,bgy hpk hrva 'uvgrn ,t oa
ovrct ubkhjbha inzv ghdv tk ihhsgu w.rtc zt hbgbfvuw rnutu zhrfn cu,fv
tmnb 'orct ,t lkuvv yukk tka htsucu 'uc cauhv hbgbfk ,fhha tkt 'ubhct
'kyub tuv ukana ,urcxu kupkpc unmgk ihs vaga igh 'ann vkhzdc kafb yuka
'vuumnv hpf kzdvn ejr,n vhv w,usnukw tkc cck rauhcu ou,c lkuv vhv ukhtu

/urmh ,arc kpb ofj,va kkdc eru
    lkw tkn vpcu vaujb jmnc ostv kt tc ubht 'grv rmh ka ufrs thv lf hf

hkupkpcu vhnr lrsc tc tkt 'uk gnahu vcth h,p hn hf 'wlhtruc iumr kg rucgu
',urhcgk vaug ,uumnv ,tu ',uumnk o,ut lpuvu ,urhcgv ,t gcum 'erxu kcv
,usnuk uk ah rcs kfca hsh kg 'utrucu ubue iumr kg rucgk ostk orud lfcu

/ukhafn lfcu 'ohna oak ann vzau 'vumn vz gusn ,unueg ,urcxu
      ka vhnupc tkdrn    kkkk""""mmmmzzzz    rrrrzzzzhhhhuuuurrrreeee    kkkkssssbbbbuuuuzzzz    hhhhccccrrrr    iiiiuuuuttttddddvvvvoacaaaahhhhtttt    iiiiuuuuzzzzjjjjvvvv    apjnv ost hf '

;t w,ukuew tumnk vmrh ratfu 'u,aeucn ,t htsuc oa tmnh w,urnujw vru,c
 

hbpk vean vkf hf isrhv rff kf ,t trhu uhbhg ,t yuk tahu
/// rgm vftc ohrmn .rtf wv idf vrng ,tu osx ,t wv ,ja

(h-dh),jt vhtr ka jfv - 
    `cu,fv rnta vz uhbust ,at ta,u" :(wu ,ut cahu ,arp) tnujb, arsnc t,h

ihnnur,n ohehsmva tmun v,t 'wudu ,utrn ovhbhg vbfaj, :(sf 'yx ohkv,)
tahu ifu 'ouenv ,t trhu uhbhg ,t ovrct tahu :(dx 'cf ,hatrc) rntba ovhbhgc
trhu uhbhg ,t ovrct tahu :(c 'jh ,hatrc) ifu 'kht vbvu trhu uhbhg ,t ovrct
crg ,ubpk vsac juak ejmh tmhu (dx 'sf ,hatrc) ejmhc 'ohabt vaka vbvu
,t .jhu tc uag vbvu trhu uhbhg ,t cegh tahu (t 'dk ,hatrc) ceghc wudu trhu
uhbhg ,t yuk tahu (h 'dh ,hatrc) rntba ovhbhgc ohkpub ohgarv kct 'ohskhv
lfk 'ivhagn ,uagk ousxk lkvu ovrctk jhbva ousx vz isrhv rff kf ,t trhu
,t r,up v,t ifu (c 'cf rcsnc) rupm ic ekc trhu 'uk ord una yuk una tre
lkva yuka ',jt vhtr ka jfv ksud 'arsnv hrcsc rtucn /arsnv s"fg '"okuf
lhbpk .rtv kf tkv" :uk rnt ovrcta 'ousxk lkhk lhrm vhv tk 'ovrct og
lkvk yukk ord vnu /"vkhtnatu ihnhv otu vbnhtu ktnav ot hkgn tb srpv

vmrha vn kfu unmg kmt gdub ostv hf 'thv u,buuf enugu 'vru,c tmnh o,ut
vru,c apjk ubk iht if kg 'kufhcf vru, hp kg u,yhak ,uhtr tmnh ,uagk

/,unhn,cu ,uyapc vc cu,fv kf ,t ohheku wv iumr ,t ,uagk lht tkt
  ihhsg 'oheuktv hbpk uhtyj ,t uapb ,rn gsuhv vrhcg kgc 'uz ;t uz tk     

iumr sdb ova ohrcsc kafb tuva gsuha rjtn 'vcua,c cuaha vue, uk ah
uhagn ,t vauga sjt if tk 'vcua,c ruzjk vfzha inz tuch sug 'u,ru,u wv
oak obhv ohzukbv uhagna cauju 'ikmhk tbnjr kufhcf vru, hp kg ohgrv
ohagnu ,umnw vaug hrv tuv hf 'vcua,c ruzjh tk cua 'wv iumr ovu ohna
lrsc ,fkk .nt,hu ;hxuh vcrst 'wtyj kgw ,ufvk vn kg uk ihtu 'wohcuy

 /uhbhgc ,bduvvu ,esumv ufrsc rtah shn,u aehg
lkvu ousx habtc ecsb ;fh, 'ubhct ovrct ,t yuk czg ratf ift     
wstn wvk ohtyju ohgr ousx habtuw ovhkg vshgn vru,vu 'ovhbhc iufak

 rthc rcfu '(dh dh ,hatrc)tttt""""gggghhhhzzzz    eeeemmmmtttteeeennnn    hhhhccccrrrrvvvv'lf kf ohtyju ohgr uhv lht 
'ohna oak kufhcf ubuuf,v ohgrv ovhagn kfca ubhhv 'wsutn wvkw o,buuf hf
hkh,u ohngy hngy ovk vhv rcs kfcu 'wv oak ovhagn ,t ohauga uahdrvu
ukhsdva sg 'ovhagn ,t ehsmvk 'dd kg dd ohkupkpu ,urcx ka ohkh,

/,uesm ka vuxnc kfvu lf kf ohtyju ohgr uhvu ,uagk
     hf 'ousx habt - gar habt kmt cahh,vk yuk lkv obhjc tk 'runtv hpku

ka vkymhtc w,usnukw og uhtyju uh,ubuug ,t vagu 'uz o,yhac lkv tuv od
kzdv kg ushc ujhnaf ovrct hgur og ujufhuc ubhtr rat hpf ',uesmu r,hv

 /tua ,utk,ntc esymv er 'vgrv ufrsn ca tk
uh,uumn kf ,t ohheku vn, vsucg uscgk vfzba ruzgh tuv lurc ausev    
/,ntc ohna oak uhvh ubhagn kfu cuy aruak ohrcujn ,uhvk vfzbu ',unhn,c

vz kgu /uhbhg rjt lkvu ',uhnad tkn vhv .rtva vtra ouan ubhhv 'ousxk
/kuphk uk ord uhbhga 'ovhbhgc ohkpub ohgarva arsnv vrnt

uhbhga vnc rvzvk ostv lhrma ,urhvzv ksud arsnv hrcsn sunkk ahu     
ofhbhg hrjtu ofcck hrjt uru,, tku" :cu,fv kg h"ar c,fa vn gushu /vtur
,t uk ohrxrxnu ;udk ohkdrn ov ohbhgvu ckv" :k"zu "ovhrjt ohbz o,t rat
arupn 'hrv /k"fg '",urhcgv ,t vaug ;udvu snuj ckvu vtur ihgv ',urhcgv

v runah og er ubhhv ,urhcg ,uagk tka unmg rnavk iputva h"ar hrcsctos
/vrhcgv vagh f"jtu rnujv ckvu 'uhbhg ostv ,t rna tka rjt era /uhbhg ,t

od tkt ',ubz kg er hte tk uru,, tk ka vz utka 'vsueb sug ;hxuvk ahu     
 lhrtva unf 'vzv okug ,ut, rta kgoooohhhhhhhhjjjj    ....ppppjjjjvvvvrtck (wt whx vfkv ruthc) 

uru,, tku rntba ohbhgv ,hhtru ckv ,cajn rjt ru,b tka" :k"zu vz utk
,ubz uz ofhbhg hrjtu ,uxruehpt uz ofcck hrjt ohnfj urntu wudu ofcck hrjt
tuv ,ubz kkfcu vru,v ,gs lphv ova ,urz ,ucajn kf tuv ,uxruehpt kkfcu
rnukf vcuy vbuufk kkf ovc ihufha hkcn okugv ,ut, rjt ;sur tuva hn
u,buuf er utruc ,sucgc ks,avk kfuhu thrc sungha hsf o,ut vagh tka
;usrk ruxht aha 'uhrcsc arupn hrv /k"fg '"uapbk ohkusd ohdubg, ,ucrvk shn,
/ofhbhg hrjtu ofcck hrjt uru,, tk 'ruxhtv kkfc uvzu 'vzv okug ,ut, kf rjt

"intb hbc vz rnutv"  - If a person says, “This is my son,” he is believed. The  [aruhk v"s]o"car  explains that although earlier we learned from the
word "rhfh", that a father is intb to say rufc hbc vz, that is only when we already know this is his son, we just don’t know if he is the rufc. Our
Mishnah is referring to where we have no prior knowledge at all if this is even his son. The o"car learns that the ct is only intb regarding entitling
him to ohba hp on the assets he owns now. This is because the father has a udhn and can gift this property to him now if he wants. Consequently,
since this ,ubntb is working only because of a udhn not because of the ihs of rhfh, the father is only intb to allow his son to take a double portion on
his current assets. The  [yk wx'j"p]a"tr  says this yap is a vkusd vthkp and disagrees. He holds that rhfh gives the father ,ubntb even on a
person that was never ezjuv to even be a son. Therefore, since the ,ubntb is not working udhn jfn, the ct is believed and he receives ohba hp on
all ohxfb. The  [sh"v'c"p ,ukjb]o"cnr  holds like the a"tr, that one is believed to say hbc vz, even on someone who is a stranger to us.This is ihsn
rhfh and not udhn ihsn and applies to all ohxfb. The o"cnr [wc wkv s"p ,ukjb] also says that rhfh gives the father ,ubntb to say rznn vz hbc.
     vsuvh wr [:zfe] says just like the ct is intb to say hbc vz, so too, he is intb to say vmhkj ic vzu vaurd ic vz. Tosfos [lf v"s] asks, just because
rhfh teaches us ,ubntb regarding vaurh, how can we extend this ,ubntb to ,ukxp and believe the father ubc ,t kuxpk? Tosfos answers since rhfh
allows the father to identify a younger son as the rufc, thus in essence saying the older ones are ohrznn, so too, it gives him the ,ubntb to say vz
vaurd ic. The  [:zfe]hrhtn  says that when the father says vaurd ic vz, he must say he married the dduac vaurd, otherwise he would not be
believed because "gar unmg ohan ost iht". The hrhtn [:k ihrsvbx] also explains that if a son brings ohsg that testify that they heard his father
say he is the rufc, they are believed and he receives ohba hp. The hrhtn explains that this is not a iurxj of sg hpn sg, because the father’s ,ubntb
is like a ihs kgc ,tsuv and it’s as if the ohsg heard icutr say he owes iugna money which they may testify to and not be considered sg hpn sg.

ihhyarckhz wr [snj heuaj]      brings a story where a father said on his son who was a rufc ezjun, “I am epuxn if he is even my son.” The ohbhhs were
discussing if this son could still collect ohba hp, or do the words of the father create a epx and contradict the current vezj? ihhyarckhz wr quotes the

 [yf 'ws wx z"gvct]g"ua  that a father is intb to say hbc ubht. He then brings the ."ca, who says this ,ubntb is valid only when the father says htsu
rznn, but not if he is epuxn. He also brings the  [wzk ws wx z"gvct]vcua, hj,p  who says  oact"gr ,"ua  that a father is intb to say hbc ubht vz only
if he is rurc, but if he is in doubt this is not called a vrfv. He concludes, that we see clearly from this that a epxc vrfv is not considered a vrfv.   

                                                                                                                                                                                                              

R’ Levi Yitzchok of Berditchev zt”l (Likutei Basar Likutei) would say:
    “wvnstv ,jpan kf lc ufrcbu rtt lkkenu lhfrcn vfrctuw - The word wrttw stems from the word wrutw which means ‘light.’
Hashem told Avram, ‘Should there be a person who will curse you, I will open his eyes to see the light and understand
who you are.’ The one who curses Avram does so only because he is in the dark. Once Hashem helps him to ‘see’ the
true light of Avram, he joins all those who pray to have children like him.”

A Wise Man would say: “The best way to make your dreams come true is to wake up.”                 
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         A SERIES IN HALACHA
       LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Monetary, Interpersonal Laws and Din Torah (15)
Laws of Vehicles. Last week, we began to discuss the laws
regarding vehicle damage and that it is similar to the halachos of
“Adam Hamazik.” We now continue with more relevant laws.
Stolen Cars. Any time a person buys anything, he must be
careful to determine that he is not buying stolen items. If he is
not careful about this he is considered aiding and encouraging
the thief to keep on stealing, and he has transgressed the aveirah
of “lifnei iver” causing someone to sin. This issue is documented
in the Shulchan Aruch (1). This even applies to buying from a
gentile because they too are commanded not to steal, as one of
the seven mitzvos of Bnei Noach, and we are not allowed to
cause even a gentile to sin. Pischei Teshuva (2) in the name of
the Tzemach Tzedek adds that for the above reason, one may
not buy from one who already bought from a thief. 
Buying a Stolen Item: Normally, if a person bought a stolen
item, not knowing it was stolen, and later the original owner
tracks down his stolen item and wants it back, the buyer must
return the item. However, he is entitled to ask from the owner to

      

pay him back all the expenses he incurred while buying the item.
The Chachamim created this entitlement called “takanas
hashuk,” a remedy for commerce, because if not, people will be
afraid to buy anything that might be stolen, even in a far-fetched
scenario, and this will affect commerce. Therefore, they said that
the innocent buyer can get his money back from the owner, and
now buyers will not be too afraid to buy. [The original owner
can, if possible and practical, reclaim his money from the thief.]
By a car, “takanas hashuk” does not apply, and he cannot claim
his expenses from the owner, because every car is registered with a
VIN number and owner, and the buyer has ways to verify who the
real owner is and he should have done so before buying it. This is
similar to a case in SM’A 37 (3). It is good to know that there is one
exception to the issur of buying stolen goods. If one estimates that
the only way to get the item back to the owner is by buying it from
the thief, and the owner will be willing to reimburse him for his
buying expenses, he should do so for the good of the owner and by
doing so he is fulfilling the mitzvah of “hashavas aveida” returning
a lost item. This seems clear from the Shulchan Aruch Harav (4).
 



    The Gemara (/yb n"c) quotes Rav Chelbo who learns from our posuk that a man should be careful with the kavod (honor)
of his wife since all blessings come to the home of a man due to the woman. Rava even told the people of Mechuza: “Give
honor to your wives because in that merit you will become rich.” 
     R’ Avraham Chaim Feuer shlita (Lahavos Aish) quotes R’ Avraham Pam zt”l who asks: in the Kesuba document
that a man gives to his wife under the chupah, there are four words that are used to express his obligation to his wife. "jkpt"
- I will work, "rheut" - I will honor, "iuzht" - I will nourish, "xbrpt" - I will support. It seems that the word OKIR - I will
honor, is an emotional obligation, while the other three are financial. What is it doing here? 
     Rav Pam answers that in fact the first TWO words describe a man’s emotional obligations toward his wife, and the
second two describe his financial obligations. EFLACH - I will work, is referring to Avodas Hamiddos, working hard to
respect and honor one’s wife. A man must work on himself not to be demanding or harsh with his spouse; he must put in
great effort to appreciate and accept her in all situations, never cause her pain or criticize her, try to ignore her faults and
downplay her mistakes. In order to merit much blessing in his home, a man must truly WORK ON HIMSELF - “Eflach” -
in order to respect his wife - “Okir.” The second two words IZON and AFARNES are referring to a man’s financial
obligations to his wife. R’ Feuer adds that nowadays, when many young husbands are sitting and learning in Kollel, how
can they promise financial support to a wife? From where will they have the money to sustain her? The answer is that the
last two words in the kesuba are conditional on the first two. “Happy Wife, Happy Life.” If a man works hard to show his
wife the kavod she deserves, then he is promised that his parnassa will come with much blessing!
    

     Hakadosh Boruch Hu tells Avraham Avinu about the future trials and tribulations that his children will endure at the
hands of the nations of the world. The posuk enumerates two specific evils: forced labor and suffering. Yet, when Hashem
promises retribution to these nations, the Torah just says "uscgh rat hudv ,t odu" omitting the "ubgu" (suffering) part. Why?
     One possible answer is that for the extra measure of agony inflicted upon the Jewish people, it is self understood that
they will receive punishment. The chiddush here is that even for the back-breaking labor, there will be payback and
retribution. Accordingly, we can now understand the meaning of the seemingly extra word "odu" (see Ramban). Because
even the nation that merely subjected Bnei Yisroel to forced labor will be “remembered.”  
     The Sefer Kehillas Yitzchok quotes another explanation. We find that the word "ubgu" can also refer to spiritual pain.
Thus, Hashem was saying that a dual tzara will befall us: both physical labor, as well as spiritual degradation. The goyim
will cause us to have a decline in our Shemiras HaTorah U’mitzvos. For that, it is obvious that they will pay a heavy price.
The chiddush is that they will pay even for the "uscgh", even for the physical oppression and not just for the spiritual pain.
    Rabbeinu Sadia Gaon zt”l points out that we see something fascinating here. The entire Yetzias Mitzrayim, the myriad
miracles, the downfall of Egypt - all of these came about due to the two words that Hashem promised - "hfbt is".  Judging
by the severity of their payback based on TWO words from Hashem, we cannot begin to imagine the good that is in store
for us when Moshiach arrives, based on the multiple prophetic words of our Neviim depicting the heavenly bliss of the ,unh
jhanv, which is ours to enjoy while we experience Hashem’s nekama on all those who oppressed us throughout the
millennia, as the posuk in Tehillim says, "lupav lhscg os ,neb ubhbhgk ohudc gsuh". May we soon be zoche ohhj .rtc wv cuyc ,utrk.   

                                                                                                                                                                                                              

 vr,xb /// cegh rnt, vnk
 /// wvn hfrs(zf-n whgah)

 recu itm uk hvhu vrucgc chyhv orctku
/// ohkndu ,b,tu ,jpau ohscgu ohrnju(uy-ch) 

ubgu ouscgu ovk tk .rtc lgrz vhvh rd hf gs, gsh
 /// hfbt is uscgh rat hudv ,t odu /// o,t(sh'dh-uy)

ohektk ovk h,hhvu okug ,zjtk igbf .rt kf ,t lhrdn .rt ,t lhrjt lgrzku lk h,,bu///  (j-zh)
    Soon after the one-year commemoration of the deadly October 7 attacks in Israel, one man conducted 38 interviews
focusing on the rebuilding efforts of the Israeli communities in the Gaza envelope. Among his interviews, he met with a
woman named Dafnah from Kibbuz Re’im. She had been the cultural director of the kibbutz and was one of the organizers of
the Nova Festival. Touring the kibbutz, she showed him her charred house and the room in which her mother and children
were found murdered together. She is the lone survivor of her family. Throughout the conversation, the interviewer thought of
Kristallnacht and the many destroyed shuls. He asked her if the terrorists destroyed any shuls in the communities as well.
    Dafnah responded, “Of course not. Not a single beit knesset was damaged in all 21 Gaza kibbutzim.” He didn’t understand,
how could no shul have been attacked, no Sefer Torah burned? She explained, “It wasn’t a miracle. How could they damage
something that doesn’t exist?” Most of the communities didn’t have designated or active shuls, she said.
    Dafnah, went on to explain, “If you want to understand the day after, you have to understand the day before.”
    There is a man named Rabbi Shlomo Raanan, she told him, who runs an organization called Ayelet Hashachar which seeks
to bring outreach to irreligious kibbutzim. He came up with an idea of a basketball game between yeshivah bachurim and the
kibbutzniks of Reim. The game was set to take place on Chol Hamoed, October 2, just days before the massacre. Dafnah had
led the charge to cancel the game. To her, the match wasn’t just a friendly contest; it was a Trojan horse, a way for religious
influence to creep into the kibbutz. “I was furious,” she said. “This was outrageous. We didn’t need outsiders telling us what a
good Jew is.” Pulling out her phone and scrolling through old messages, she showed the text messages she had sent to Rabbi
Raanan, warning him not to bring his religious mission to her doorstep. “Cancel this game immediately,” she wrote. “If you
don’t, we’ll all block the entrance with our bodies.” In the spirit of peace and harmony, Rabbi Raanan canceled the game.
    Five days later, the massacre came. Just over the border, inside the tunnels of Gaza, Dafnah found herself held hostage, face
to face with the forces that had torn her world apart. “I said to an older guard in Arabic, why do you torture me? For 20 years,
I’ve made programs for Arab and Jewish. The Jews are your cousins.” As she pleaded in the darkness for some recognition of
their shared humanity, she was met not with empathy but with a cold dismissal.
     “You are not a descendent of Ibrahim! You are not a Jew!” he spat. “You are a European colonialist who stole our land!” It
was in that moment, Dafnah said, that something broke. Or perhaps, something began to be repaired. The accusation hit hard.
Like many in the kibbutz movement, Dafnah had spent her life defining herself more as an Israeli than a Jew, and more
dedicated to reconciling Arabs and Israelis, than healing the divides between different groups of Jews.
    Religion had always been secondary to her identity. But now, in the depths of that tunnel, being denied her Jewishness by a
Hamas fighter, she experienced a crisis of self. “I started screaming, Ana Yahudiun, Ana Yahudiun, I am a Jew, I am a Jew!”
The guards restrained her, taping her mouth. But for Dafnah, the internal shift had already occurred. 
     “For the first time in my life I saw my soul; I saw that I am a Jew. All my life,” Dafnah reflected, “I’ve been part of this
community. We didn’t see ourselves as Jews, in the traditional sense. When I traveled overseas and someone asked if I was
Jewish, I’d correct them. ‘No, I am an Israeli,’ I would say. But when this Hamas terrorist called me a colonialist, it hit me. He
didn’t see me as a Jew. You know why? Because I didn’t see myself as a Jew!” 
     Dafnah’s eyes wandered over the ruined landscape of her beloved kibbutz. “Every Arab village has a mosque. Christian
settlements build churches. And here, in a community of Jewish people, we have nothing. Nothing to say that we are Jews.
And in that moment, I realized that if we were going to rebuild, we needed to reclaim our identity. I took upon myself the new
beit knesset project. When we rebuild, our beit knesset will be the most beautiful structure on the kibbutz.” 
    On Simchas Torah, Dafnah lost her family, but she found herself. They died, but her Jewish identity was born. (Adapted from Ami)   
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 /// l,skunnu lmrtn lk lk orct kt wv rnthu(t-ch)
llllyyyynnnn: A wealthy businessman once came to the Avodas
Yisroel, R’ Yisroel Hopstein zt”l, complaining that his wealth
and assets were stolen. The Rebbe replied sharply: “Why are
you accusing me? Do you think I stole them? I have witnesses
who can testify that I couldn’t have been there at that time!”
   The man was shocked. “I wasn’t accusing the Rebbe. All I
was saying was that I had a great loss, and I was looking to
receive a beracha from the Rebbe for success in getting back
my lost money.” With that, he pulled out some more money
to give as a customary “pidyon” to merit salvation.
    “I’ll agree,” replied the Rebbe, “on the condition you give
me fifty gold coins right now.” The man looked at the Rebbe
with incredulity. “Fifty gold coins?!” he repeated, “that’s an
enormous sum of money!”  

    Stunned, he stood up to leave, telling his wife, “I’d rather
daven to Hashem than pay so much for a yeshuah. Hashem
can help us without the fifty gold coins!”
    As soon as the Rebbe heard these words, he smiled and told
the man that he could sit down and not worry. “Your
salvation is on its way. I only intended to bring you to the
realization that the One and Only Source of your salvation is
Hashem. He is the only One Who can reimburse you.”
    Within a short amount of time, he recovered all his losses.
llllyyyynnnnpppp: Avraham Avinu was tested by Hashem on ten major
occasions, and he passed them all with flying colors. Whether
Avraham succeeded despite the hardship they entailed, or
because they made him into a greater person, is debatable
(probably both are true). But there is one thing we can clearly
learn that Avraham Avinu’s rock solid implacable belief is
what made him the father of the Chosen Nation.

  Through Yeshaya HaNavi, Hashem reminds Klal Yisroel to
stay away from idol worship and preserve their purity so that
when the time for redemption comes, the nation will be ready.
   The Yalkut Shimoni writes how on Har Sinai, Hashem
said to Klal Yisroel, “Bring Me a guarantee that you will
keep the Torah.” The Jews offered, Avraham, Yitzchok and
Yaakov, as their guarantors but Hashem did not accept them.
Avraham could not be accepted since he had questioned
Hashem with the words "gst vnc" - “How shall I know”
(Bereshis 15:8) - meaning that Avraham Avinu did not fully
believe that Hashem would fulfill His promise to give him
the Land of Israel. Yitzchok was not accepted as a guarantor
because he loved Esav, and Hashem did not accept Yaakov

because he had said "hfrs vr,xb" - “My way is hidden from
Hashem” (Yeshaya 40:27). Ultimately, Klal Yisroel asked
that future generations be accepted as guarantors for the
Torah and Hashem accepted with the stipulation that as soon
as Klal Yisroel no longer keeps the Torah, the guarantors will
be made to pay the price. We understand why Hashem did not
accept Avraham and Yitzchok, but why was Yaakov refused?
    R’ Yaakov Ashkenazi zt”l gives a simple answer. While we
surely understand that questioning Hashem and associating
with the people we shouldn’t, may be a disqualification, we
must also understand that giving up is also a disqualification.
Chazal teach us: “Even if a sharp sword is on our necks, a
Yid should never give up hope.” Truly a lesson for the ages.

i
i
i
i
i
i
i


