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On behalf of thousands of Shomer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply helps families of Melandim, Agunos and Grushos in Eretz Yisroe! at ZERO expense

A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Kashrusin the Kitchen (84). The Jewish Kitchen

We have concluded the halachos of Tevilas Keilim and now
move on to the halachos of Macholei Akum - select foods of a
gentile that Chazal prohibit, mostly because they were afraid of
of intermarriage between Jews and gentiles. These issurim are
Pas Akum - bread baked by a gentile, Bishul Akum - certain
items cooked by a gentile, and Stam Yeinam - wine made or
touched by a gentile. As many questions arise regarding gentile
help or aids in the house, our discussion will center on how they
relate to help in the house and then apply it to other situations.

Pas Akum. Eating together with gentiles brings a closeness that
can lead to intermarriage and thus Chazal prohibited us from
eating bread baked by a gentile. There is a place in the Gemara
) where it sounds like the issur was to keep us away from idol-
worship. Either way, the issur applies even when the gentile
does not worship idols and there’s no chance of intermarriage,
such as a prince whose stature would not allow him to marry a
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“family” which looks like bread enough to have to bentch if he
makes a meal out of it. Therefore, cake, crackers, pies are also
deemed as Pas, but pasta, lukshen, farfel and spaghetti are not.

Pas Palter. All the above applies to items baked by an individual
gentile where the chance of intermarriage is very real. However,
Pas Palter - bread baked by a professional baker or in a factory,
for commercial sale and is not as likely to lead to any friendship,
is more lenient. The Poskim differ as to the exact boundaries of
this leniency. The Mechaber ) permits Pas Palter only when
Pas Yisroel is not available, while the RM’A there permits it
completely. Ashkenazim hold like the RMA but many are stricter
and do like the Shulchan Aruch, because the Shach ) also holds
like that. During Aseres Yemei Teshuva [the 2 days of Rosh
Hashana, Yom Kippur (if one is permitted to eat due to bad
health), and the 7 days between] when one is supposed to be
stricter than the rest of the year, all Ashkenazim refrain from Pas
Falter. For the honor of Shabbos, one should only eat Pas Yisroel

Jew. This category called “Pas” includes any item in the bread _and not Pas Palter on Shabbos, as per the Mishna Berura @)
AY POIX = OV TD PIST — DI P33

" 275 Ty NS NS K5 BN T e v - If a husband Says this S your vy, "pwoyn” if | don't come back within 12 months, and he dies
within the 12 months, it is a valid v because ultimately, he didn’t come back within the stipulated time and since he said "vwoyx', itis not a v
0 nND. Consequently, if the couple was childless, she would not fall to o> because the v was 5n. wyox ™ asked, if we find out that the
husband died within the 12 months, must she wait {ill the end of the 12 months, or since we know for sure that he’s not coming back within the 12
months, she may get remarried immediately? "o [xn7 7] asks why shouldn't she be permitted to remarry immediately, it's certain that since he
died the sxom will be ompn? Tosfos explains that maybe we should make a v in this case because not everyone knows he died and they wil
think even in a case where we didn't hear that he died, she may remarry within the allotted time. The y"w ', 1P "o y"nax] says that in our case
she is memn as soon as we hear that he died, but if the couple was childless, she may not remarry within the 12 months without nxon. The
(93] mowry has a xov) that »ov 4 says she is o to remarry within the 12 months because we are wenn, "M oo 10 ' - maybe a miracle
will happen and he will be resurrected and come back within the 12 months. The 1150 was 7w [ '0 3"y asks if so, how can any b ever
remarry? Shouldn’t we be wenn for ©o»? The 2o axa [N y'nn says that aa0m yox nwx and 5721 nw (both never died), may remarry.

The qov y9a ['x M v "0 ¥'71N] brings the story 3 no»a] of "N oy nan o during their Purim seudah. Afterwards, na- performed
onnn NN on & and brought him back to life. Did x> have to remarry his wife with a new ywynp nwyn or not? The nonw is: is nrn
IO LR WX NORN wpan, or is it just a - but the Mo remains, and the ~yvn is only for as long as he is dead, but if he is resurrected
through a 0y, it reverts back to the original status, which is wx nwx? The nyax 3 no20 90 by 97 Y] brings the o9ax yan that we see a proof
from the fact that ynax " [y mo7a) was x» ™ 7200 with 90713, that one must give the honor to a 5vm. The i asks that xm -y was a yo
and that's why he got the honors and it's no proof that a 5y7x gets it! The namx suggests that maybe this story happened after x 3 was
resurrected by 127 on Purim and since he had died,nan> yipa from him and he no longer had the m»n> nenTp. As a result, he thus led the
Bentching because he was the 5y1! pv9a o»n " disagreed with the v~ and wrote him a letter quoting the Gemara {P5n} N TAN5 P’
"nynn y3? The Gemara answers, as it says "ynon Y ‘N nman N o onny”. But since ynon ynx will not live forever, what the pasuk
means is even after onnn nnn, we will bring Terumah to yinx. This is the proof that ©yan swnn s referred to in the Torah! But in any case,
from this we see, says Y11 o»n ™, that after ﬂ@,@ﬁ};\i ﬁ,@ﬂ &\]ﬂ DN NN, 1n3n‘ nnb;\ﬂ[ ?E"',Le}f}'?,*l'f, ;13]33(!1)

R’ Shmuel HaLevi Wosner zt”I (Shevet Halevi) would say: ¥2072'0 (4) 027 'Y (3)

“"92 7275 0572 NX ONX ONTIYY - Why do we say 'D5%2 NN instead of the simpler and shorter '05325'? The Torah speaks
to the mitzvah of Chinuch three times: in Parshas Vaeschanan twice (VeShinantam, VeHodatam) and here in Parshas
Eikev. Each time contains a deeper meaning: The mitzvah of ‘Veshinantam’ speaks to making the words of Torah strong
and clear, the mitzvah of VeHodata speaks to the responsibility of how the Torah was acquired experientially. Here, though,
while the posuk does speak to acquiring a Derech, it requires a back and forth face to face meeting, thus it says,'D>1 nN'.”
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A Wise Man would say: “Friendship is very much like money. it is easier made than kept.” | xfezfﬂm’bﬁibﬁyﬁéﬁb
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It is well-known that Soviet J ews, through no fault of their own, were denied even the most basic Jewish knowledge.
With the Bolshevik Revolution of 1917, Jewish schools were shut down. Jewish seforim and books were destroyed and
ritual objects destroyed. Germany tried to wipe out the Jews, while the Soviets tried to wipe out Judaism.

There was one man who gave body and soul to sustain the Torah under the nose of the extremist, anti-Semitic
Bolsheviks. His name was R’ Yehoshua Horodner z¢”’l and he defied the Soviets throughout the 1920’s, even into the
1930’s. The legendary Chofetz Chaim z¢”’l called R’ Yehoshua an “Eved Hashem” - a true “servant of Hashem.”

R’ Yaakov KaminetzKy z#’l once related the following story: In the city of Minsk, under Soviet rule, Rav Horodner
maintained a yeshivah. He taught Torah and learned with students under tremendous duress. How did he manage to do
what no other rabbi or teacher, no matter how wealthy, clever, connected, or committed, managed to do in the former
Soviet Union? Well, he had a trick of sorts, similar to the Jews in the times of the Chashmonaim. Rav Horodner would
stand outside his yeshivah in Minsk and pretend to be washing the windows or sweeping up. All the while, he was singing
a tune. If anyone he suspected of being a Soviet agent approached or appeared suspicious, he quickly changed his tune - a
signal to the students to flee via the back windows and disperse.

One day, in 1933, he was summoned to Moscow by the NKVD, the infamous precursor to the KGB. He was not told in &

advance what this “meeting” was about but it was fair to say that when someone got “called in” by the NKVD, it was not
for a pleasant social visit. R” Yehoshua did not appear nervous - he knew better than anyone, that it was all up to Hashem.

When he arrived, he was made to wait in a cold anteroom for several hours, to work up his terror. Many a suspect,
would lose his will to defy the Soviets in that dreary anteroom. After many long hours, he was suddenly summoned to
another room. There, the chief officer called him into another even more private room and said to him, “Rabbi, I have
known about your activities for a long time, and we have a file on you this big.” He spread his hands far apart and took out
a bulging file to prove it. R’ Yehoshua glanced at the file - it was truly huge and intimidating.

Without warning, the officer suddenly changed his cold and official tone. “Rabbi Horodner, do you remember Chaikeh
the widow from the Brisk railroad-station area?”” Rabbi Horodner said he did not. He had lived in many places and knew
people from all over, that it was difficult for him to keep track of them all.

“Well, I am her son. Yes, I am a Jew like you. You would bring us clothing, shoes, and food from time to time. I recall
that one evening, the night before Passover, we did not have enough food and my mother came to your house after you
had already distributed everything you collected for the poor. You took a utensil of pure silver out of your closet and gave
it to her to sell for buying holiday provisions. We most likely would have starved if not for you,” said the officer.

Now, he looked at R’ Yehoshua with a sense of Jewish mercy. “Out of respect and gratitude, I will destroy this file, but
you must cease your activities of propagating religion because in half-a-year I will be promoted and will not be in a
position to protect you from my successor. The best advice is for you to try to leave the country before I leave my post.”

Six months later, Rabbi Horodner successfully left the USSR and arrived in the Holy Land, having received his exit
papers through another Soviet officer whose needy family he had sustained before the revolution at great self-sacrifice.
However, upon his move, it signaled the end of the yeshivah in Minsk. The voice of Torah in that great city where it had
not lapsed for generations, was silenced. It took an unbending integrity, a love of Hashem, which drove His servant, R’

Yehoshua Horodner, to put his body and welfare at risk to sustain this holy community longer than any other person, and |\

any other Jewish community, under Soviet rule. (Adapted from The Unexpected Road, by Rabbi Hillel Goldberg)
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perfunctory glance of this posuk shows nothing that appears to be inaccurate. We have all been taught since children

"C, that Har Sinai was rimmed with a tremendous fire during Matan Torah. However, a closer look raises the following

question. Moshe Rabbeinu said, “When I descended the mountain forty days later 'wN2 92 90 - in other words, even

R4 after the Ma’amad of Har Sinai, the fire was still burning strong. Why wasn’t the fire already out?

There is another famous query. On Shavuos we celebrate Kabolas HaTorah. Why weren’t the luchos destroyed? Many

& answers are given to reconcile this dilemma. One answer is that although we may have physically lost those luchos, it is

still possible to attain a “smidgen” of that level. As we know the shivrei luchos are munachin ba’aron (resting in the Holy

"c:,r“' Ark) for a reason. Perhaps this thought can help us resolve our original question too. The mountain was still burning
$%. | showing us that it is still within our reach to strive for the madreiga of those luchos, that lofty revelation.

Another machshava can be as follows. Chazal tell us that every day a bas kol emanates from Har Sinai and says, “Woe

"C, to man because of the shame of the Torah.” Who, may we ask, hears this Divine voice, and what is its purpose?

Some meforshim explain that inside each of us, at certain intervals in our lives, we hear that bas kol. It exhorts us: “Nu,

¥, why are you doing that? You know it is wrong and you must refrain. Why aren’t you learning or serving Hashem as well as

you can?” Our job is to hear that message and internalize it to the best of our ability.
In a similar vein, maybe that is why it says "&N2 9y12 90" - the mountain inside of us is still "w2" (burning, present
tense). This should create the burning desire to continue growing and elevating our ruchniyus. Y835 12.
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"G m: R’ Yehoshua (Shia) Freund z¢’l was considered one
| of the most influential Rabbanim in Hungary in the late

1700’s. The King of Hungary adored him and enjoyed

X hearing his opinion on matters of the Kingdom. In return for

Rav Freund’s expertise in many matters, the king decided to

(t make a unique scepter, fit for a king, for his close confidante,

Rav Shia Freund. It was constructed of pure gold, and

'l included a number of exquisite drawings on it. The only
o .| problem was that the scepter was topped with a cross!

The rabbi contemplated long and hard what to do about

v%| this predicament. To meet the king without this special

scepter was unthinkable, yet walking around with a scepter

= %] that contained a cross on it was also not an acceptable option.

Ultimately, his Fear of Heaven prevailed and he removed the

trust in the Hand of Hashem. Whatever will be His will, will
be so for a purpose and only Hashem knows.

The next time he went to see the king, he walked in with
the scepter, well aware of the consequences that awaited him.
Sure enough, the king noticed right away and inquired about
it. “Your majesty,” Rav Freund replied, “the scepter was too
tall for his servant, so the top was removed.”

Naturally, the answer didn’t sit quite well with the king.
“Why didn’t you chop off the bottom?” the king asked.

“Well,” replied the rabbi, “his majesty surely understands
that the problem is with the top - it was too short!”” For some
reason the king understood his line of thought and let him go.
Yony: Real Yiras Shamayim means placing the will of
Hashem above all other objectives in the world. Anything
and everything a person does should be for the honor of
Hashem. If it isn’t the absolute will of Hashem it is an
unthinkable course of action to take.

"C, cross that was on the top of the scepter. He placed his full
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The Torah describes our reward as, “Heavenly Days upon the Earth.” What is meant by these words that we recite

every day in Krias Shema? How does one make his days on this earth “Heavenly”?

R’ Elya Lopian z¢”’I cites Chana, the mother of Shmuel Hanavi, as an example of one whose days upon this earth were
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HAFTORAH BY R’ TZVI HIRSCH HOFFMAN

The Haftorah of ">ty w8 wxm” describes the feeling
of hopelessness and abandonment felt by Klal Yisroel in the
aftermath of the devastating Churban. Yeshaya HaNavi says;
“Tzion [Klal Yisroel] said, Hashem has forsaken me, and
Hashem has forgotten me.” If Hashem had forsaken the
Nation, then surely He had forgotten the Jews as well! Plus,
when the Navi uses the word "™»y" - abandonment, he
juxtaposes it with Hashem’s special four-letter ineffable
Name; but when he uses the word "™mMow" - forgetting,
Yeshaya uses Hashem’s name of mastery - “Adnus.” Why?

R’ Levi Yitzchok M’Berditchev z”’l (Kedushas Levi)
explains that the term “abandonment” applies to one whose
affinity to a person or thing from the start was unconnected

to any favor done for them and now no longer recalls their
original kinship. On the other hand, "™ow" - forgetting, is
applicable to one who received a favor but does not recall what
was done. The Name of Hashem has no relatable characteristic
and is thus connected to the term of abandonment since
Hashem’s aftinity for Klal Yisroel is purely out of His love for
us. However, His Name of mastery indicates the attribute of
kingship which comes through the Jewish people who accepted
the Torah and His Kingship upon themselves, because there is
no king without a people. So, it is separate. Klal Yisroel cried
about the perceived abandonment of Hashem'’s unchangeable
love, as well as the seeming forgetfulness of them even though
they accepted Hashem’s Torah and His Kingship.

’ truly “himmeldik.” When Chana was begging Hashem for a child, she said the following words: “Hashem, You created
"C, every part of my body for a reason. Eyes to see. Ears to hear. Hands to feel. Feet to walk. You have also given me the

organs to give birth and nourish a child. Should these organs go to waste?”” Hashem heard Chana’s heartfelt prayers and

»“ ;'”:;l, blessed her with a child who grew up to become the great Shmuel Hanavi.

R’ Elya writes that these words that Chana cried out are so powerful that any woman who wishes to bear children should

2% say them words and her prayers will be answered, as were Chana’s. However, it’s not only what Chana said that was so

powerful; it was also the message she was conveying. She cried out to Hashem, “You created every part of a human body

| ‘rt,"“ for a reason, and what did I do with every part of my body? With my eyes, I was careful to see only good. With my ears, I
o%_| only listened to holy words. With my hands I did acts of chessed and righteousness. With my feet I ran to do mirzvos!
*] THEREFORE, since I used the parts of my body to do Your will, Hashem, please allow me now to give birth and nourish a
,“ "‘,\,{ child with the parts of MY body that YOU gave me!”

This is the NY10 - the secret to the success of Chana’s prayer to Hashem, and this is the meaning of living one’s days

% %] upon this earth in a “HEAVENLY” manner. By utilizing every part of our earthly bodies for good, for ratzon Hashem, the

true purpose for which they were created, this is deemed a heavenly, spiritual life upon this physical earth.




