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On behalf of thousands of Shomer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply helps families of Melandim, Agunos and Grushos in Eretz Yisroe! at ZERO expense

A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Monetary, Interpersonal Laws and Din Torah (5)
Selling and Buying a Product. After the Yom Tov of Pesach
we had started a series about monetary halachos and the
relevant laws that apply to them. Our first topic was about
telling the truth and not lying in all areas of life. Our next topic
we will begin now is regarding the laws of selling and buying.
These are not just for those who are merchants and salesmen,
but even for anyone who sells or buys any object, like a
second hand car or a house, etc. The parties must be aware of
the halachos of Ona’ah [the seller overcharging or the
consumer underpaying without full disclosure, or not
providing the full measure that was agreed upon]. There are
also halachos of Mekach Ta’us [a sale that took place on
misrepresented information which includes basic flaws in the
item] that are always relevant. These can often invalidate the
transaction or even if not, in some cases, they can justify
money adjustment to make up for the problem.

Responsibility of the Seller. There is an ongoing assumption

ST WYND 00

that a buyer wants to buy a proper working item without any
basic or fundamental flaws in the product (). Therefore, if the
seller is aware of such a flaw in the item he is selling, he must
inform the consumer ) in clear wording and language. He
cannot just say “It might have some problem” or “you should
check it out with a mechanic” or some other ambiguous
statement 3). Even if the price that was quoted is fair for a
blemished item, he still has to tell the buyer of the blemish in
the item . If the buyer is present at the sale and the flaw is
clear and visible to all, then he doesn’t have to inform and the
buyer cannot invalidate the sale ().

Seller is Unaware of the Flaw. Even if the seller did not know
about the blemish in his product, and it is not even his fault that
he did not know, the buyer can still invalidate the sale ). This
happens often when buying packaged utensils where the seller
never even opened it, and a blemish was found. The seller has
to refund the buyer even if he doesn’t have the recourse of
going back to the original seller.

2OP RN RIJ — W G0 P33T — DI P3
P PSR TRPTS 11D - KPR MEDT NINNT NS DM ST i N2n N - Rava gives a list of professionals that consiéering any mistake
they make could have lasting effects and are irreversible, are considered as being forewarned. And in the event of a loss, may be dismissed
without prior waming. In this list, is a sy, which " translates is a Smin. The X' [29w "o 130 paskens, if a father is prepared to perform a
n>n 72 on his son and someone comes and “chaps” the mixn away, he must pay the father omr » for stealing his nwy i, However, if the
father appointed a b to do it and someone chapped it away from the Mohel, he is woa to pay the o ».

The msp [29w] brings the v who paskens the same and explains his psak that once the father doesn't want to personally do the mitzvah,
the nom mvn falls on all of Klal Yisroel and the Mohel the father hired doesn't have any more of a smorv than the rest of Klal Yisroel to do this Milah.
So, the one who chapped it doesn't have to pay anyone. The 7"w says from this Rosh we see that if a father can do the Milah, yet hires a Mohel,
he is Svan his N> S Nwy Mzl The mp explains that we see this, because if the father was fulfilling his obligation by hiring a Mohel as his
mow, why are we mws to reimburse the father if we chap it from the Mohel, isn't it as if we chapped it straight from the father?

The . mavan asks on the 7w, why do you say that the father must do the nona (if he can)? Don't we have a rule of "o o8 Hw mbw?
Therefore, | hold, a father may hire a Mohel and doesn't lose his Mitzvah.

The msp says the N however, needs an explanation. On one hand he paskens like the Rosh that one is moa when stealing it away from
the mbw, yet we know he holds of ymad 1mbw, so stealing from the Mohel should be like stealing it directly from the father, so why are we patur?
The mxpp tries to explain the N" that maybe once the father shows that he is willing to have the milah done by a 5w, he shows that he isn't
Papn if someone else chaps it.and now he will become my 5w, The mxp refracts this svara and says a o like this, must be officially
appointed. He therefore remains aymw on the N7, The msip adds, that maybe the v who holds one is s when he chaps from the now,
holds that mmow doesn’t work here at all (not like the x1), just like one can't appoint a rwdw to sit in the myo for him or put y»an on for him.
Similarty, W may which is incumbent on the father to do himself howaw mun], can't be fuffilled by a wbw. ML IR e LR AT

ﬁ@ﬂi‘:’% ﬂ»ﬂ ;&'\lﬂ ':n,wa‘n n"n is) ;l=:l§'| n’mg 9997 (5)
R’ Dovid Soloveitchik z¢”’I (Shiurei Rabbeinu Meshulam Dovid HaLevi ) would say:

“1DYINN YIND DNNYD TMYN MY YD 12702 NWN IR 'N 1Y - Why doesn’t Sefer Bamidbar begin with this section? Rashi
explains that this is a negative episode concerning the Jewish people - this was the only time in 40 years of living in the
desert that they offered the Korban Pesach. Tosfos (Kiddushin 37b) notes that they were not obligated to bring the Korban
until they entered the land. So, why is it so bad that they did not do something that they were not even obligated to do? The
denigration is in the fact that their lack of obligation in the mitzvah came about as a result of their own doing, through the
sin of the Meraglim. This also shows us that the main point of entering the land was the opportunity it would provide us for
mitzvah performance. Any delay in the expanded opportunity is a denigration of the Jewish people.”

A WiseMan would say: ‘“The hardest thing of all is to find a black cat in a dark room, especially if there is no cat.”
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The Torah records how Miriam expressed concern to her brother Aharon about a certain aspect of Moshe’s behavior, yet
Hashem felt it was inappropriate. Hashem reprimanded Moshe’s siblings, ultimately punishing Miriam, saying, “Mouth to

mouth do I speak to him (Moshe), in a clear vision and not in riddles, at the image of Hashem does he gaze. Why did you not |}

fear to speak against My servant, against Moshe?” The Seforno on this posuk explains that “riddles” refer to “mashalim,
parables, which are often used (in a “light” manner) to understand the meaning of a passage (Zecharyah 4,5). Other
prophets understood such parables without an angel needed to help them, such as Yirmiyahu (1-12) and even Bilaam
sometimes revealed the parable he himself had been shown as the Divine message (Bamidbar 23-7) he was revealing.”

There was once a certain bochur who reached marriageable age, a fine boy who had all the attributes that one seeks in a
prospective son-in-law. He was diligent in learning, a falmid chacham, and good-looking as well. This bochur was suggested
as a match to marry the daughter of the great sage, R’ Akiva Eiger z£”’l. In those days, when a bochur was ready to marry a
certain young woman, the father of the girl would test his knowledge. Nowadays, a young man prepares himself in one
passage of Gemara, learns the commentaries of the Rishonim, looks through some of the explanations of the Acharonim, and
voila! - he knows how to speak intelligently about that passage. In those days, things were a little bit different. They used to sit
the bochur down and place many types of food before him. He would have to determine on which food a blessing should be
said first. After he had made his decision, he would have to explain his choice according to the different opinions of the
Rishonim and Acharonim. In order to do this, he had to be familiar with many laws regarding the blessings recited over food.
For example, he would have to know the Gemara which states that should one wish to eat more than one of the "©»nn nyav”
(Seven Species) for which the Land of Israel is praised, the order of the blessings is as follows: Whatever species is closer to
the word "YW (land) in the posuk, “a land of wheat, barley...” (Devarim 8-8) is taken first (Berachos 41a), and many other
halachos of birchos hanehenin, the blessings recited over food, spices, etc.

The bochur in question came to R” Akiva Eiger’s house to speak to the Rav about marrying his daughter. R> Akiva Eiger
could see all of the young man’s fine traits, and agreed to test him. He set out many types of food on the table, and the bochur
picked up an egg. R’ Akiva Eiger asked him why he had made that choice, and the lad went through all the pertinent details.

R’ Akiva Figer was from Poland, so when he asked the bochur why he had chosen the egg, he pronounced the word for
egg, “Bytzah.” The bochur, being of Lithuanian origin, pronounced the word for egg, “Baytzah.”

Trying to lighten the mood, the bochur commented to R* Akiva Eiger wittily, “Respectfully, I have a proof that the Polish
pronunciation of ‘Bytzah,” is more correct than the Litvish way.” R’ Akiva Eiger asked him to explain.

“The posuk in Bereishis states that when Hashem told Avraham Avinu to travel, he pitched his tent in a spot where 5-x 72’
'OTPN WM 01 - ‘Beis El was to the west and Aiy was to the east.” The words 'OTp1n iy can also be translated to mean ‘And
the aiy (egg in Yiddish) has precedence.’ Thus, we see that the Polish pronunciation of ‘aiy’ is correct.”

Nowadays we would consider this to be another plus, that the young man has a good sense of humor. However, R’ Akiva
Eiger looked at the bochur sternly and asked, “But what does that have to do with birchos hanehenin?”
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Ben Levi, when he reaches the age of 50, does not continue his physical service but instead receives other service

"C, opportunities. Rashi cites an example "0™ywn n»yd Xin N YaN". The Levi can’t perform any nmay work, but is in charge of

closing the gates. Why do Chazal mention only closing of the gates and not their opening as well?
Perhaps we can explain with a story. At the n»9n yax nnn of the Volozhiner Yeshivah, R> Chaim Volozhiner z¢”’l shed
copious tears. Years later, R’ Berel Soloveitchik z¢£’I explained the reason for these tears. To open a yeshivah is one thing but

& to have the courage and wisdom to know when to close it - that takes herculean strength. R’ Chaim was davening that if ever

need be, he would have the conviction and moral clarity to close its doors. And this is what happened. The goyim sought to

"C}‘T“' undermine the yeshivah’s purity by introducing and mandating the study of secular studies, which at the time was a breach in
i the mesoras haTorah. The Roshei Yeshivah convened and decided it was better not to have the yeshivah at all, than to have the
influence of modernization and assimilation present. They locked the doors and closed the yeshivah until the danger passed.

Hence, these “retired” Bnei Levi, who possessed life’s wisdom were tasked not with opening the doors, which could be done by

) v others, but rather with closing the gates, to have the inner strength to maintain the purity of Hashem’s sanctuary. (see Sfas Emes)

My dear uncle told me a vort related to last week which complements this machshava. At Matan Torah, Klal Yisroel didn’t ask
"2 pno ', as the other nations did, but if we had, what would Hashem have answered? The sefer Eretz Tzvi says that a Yid’s

v greatest ambition in life is kirvas Elokim. At Har Sinai, we were not permitted to approach the mountain; we must observe from

afar. That is a Yid’s nisayon! Beautiful! To open the gates and enter the Mikdash is much easier than closing those gates and

r’(,“"‘ staying away. But as Yidden we know that it’s all one and the same goal. To do the ratzon Hashem and yINvD ma nny mwy.

that he ought not to interfere in his business. The assistant was

IOV 23T M0 WD
dispatched once more with a warning that if R> Abbale didn’t
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= = ©wn: With a reputation as a gaon and a tzaddik preceding him,

R’ Avraham Dovid of Buchatch z¢”’l, was appointed Av Beis

X Din of the city while still a young man. When he arrived in

Buchatch, the entire city honored him by turning out to greet

(t him - except one person, R’ Abbale. As a community leader,

a talmid chacham and a wealthy, distinguished individual, he

&4 refused to even sign the certificate of Rabbonus on the
g% .| grounds that R> Avraham Dovid was too young.

A few days after the rabbi’s arrival, R* Abbale’s assistant

g %] appeared before him complaining that R* Abbale refused to

pay him for his services. R* Avraham Dovid immediately

»“ sent his assistant to summon R’ Abbale to a din Torah.

However, the man returned from R’ Abbale with a message

show up for a din Torah, he would be placed in cherem.

When R’ Abbale heard the assistant’s message, he went to
R’ Avraham Dovid, kissed his forehead and asked to sign the
certificate appointing him Rav of the city. He explained that
in fact his assistant had no complaint against him at all. The
entire story was concocted as a test to see if the new rabbi
would try and curry favor with a powerful community leader,
or would he stick to his guns. When R’ Abbale saw that the
young Rav was not afraid to uphold the Torah, he was
convinced of R> Avraham Dovid’s worthiness to the position.
Swm3: There is a profound lesson here from Moshe, who upon
seeing that there were people worthy of continuing the
leadership of Klal Yisroel, didn’t feel threatened for his own

“No, no,” the bochur explained, “I was just using a mashal. It was a joke.”
“A joke? A joke! That means you are a jester! The posuk says (Tehillim 1-1) not to even sit in the company of jesters! How

could I possibly do a shidduch with you?”

So saying, R” Akiva Eiger sent away the bochur, despite all of his desirable attributes. To R’ Akiva Eiger, the words of the &
posuk are the words of Hashem - and Hashem doesn’t talk in riddles or make jokes. (Froma Pure Fire, Shmuessen of Rav Moshe Aharon Stern
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In the prophecy of Zecharia HaNavi, Hashem charged
Yehoshua Kohen Gadol with the following: “If you [Klal
Yisroel] walk in My paths and keep My charge, you in turn
will rule My House and guard My courts, and I will permit
you to move about among these attendants [angels].” The
question is what indeed does the Almighty mean when He
says that Klal Yisroel would be permitted to move freely
amongst the ministering angels? Is this physically possible or
metaphorically speaking? Spiritual?

R’ Ahron Kotler z£”’I (Mishnas Rebbi Ahron) explains
that a person can never remain stagnate in his divine service
for one is either growing in Avodas Hashem, or he is on a
downward spiral. If a person chooses to not adhere to the will
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of the Almighty, he is in essence subverting it. Additionally,
the very notion of a physical human being permitted to “walk

connection between the spiritual world above and the
physical world below that enables Torah Jews to bridge that
seemingly impossible divide. It is not a physical “bridge” that
connects a Jew to Heaven, but a Jew has the ability climb it.

Therefore, since a person must always be rising in his
service of Hashem, it stands to reason that just as an angel
lives on a high spiritual level, so too, a Jew adhering to the
will of Hashem will find himself living on such a high plateau
that the divide between ministering angels and a human
Torah Jew will start to become blurred.

"C, to tell the Ray that he was a greater lamdan than the Rav, and

kavod. He was happy to do whatever was the will of Hashem!
¥ "M AIND PO DNANDADD BT T

e o B3 o e R D o meos Tovee 2 TV VW TTY IV

ashi comments that when the Misonenim were complaining, they had no real cause to complain! They were looking for

*| an excuse to separate themselves from Hashem, so as to not feel obligated to keep His laws! Complaining, very often, is just a
.| way of justifying one’s own negative behavior and lack of motivation to do what is right. It is the cause of so many zaros in
5 | Klal Yisroel. The Meraglim in next week’s parsha complained about Eretz Yisroel and because they cried tears for no reason,
¥ 5] Hashem gave us many reasons to cry over the centuries of Jewish history. The Meraglim CHOSE to see the negative in Eretz

Yisroel because of their own personal agenda! We, too, must realize that when we complain, there is usually no reason to

amongst the angels” seems unlikely, and there is obviously a »“ complain. We have to ask ourselves, what is my underlying motive for saying these negative words? There is usually a reason.

When you complain, you become plain. You rob yourself of the ability to be a great person, because you are pulling yourself

R down and away from happiness and Kirvas Elokim. Ultimately, a person who goes through life complaining is robbing himself

of all the wonderful things in his life that he does have, but does not see! If a person has a gift but does not appreciate it, it is as

| rt, if he does not have it. Imagine if you would wake up every morning only with the gifts that you appreciated yesterday.

But Hakadosh Baruch Hu, in His infinite and endless kindness and rachmanus, does not turn off the air if we don’t

a appreciate it. He continues to shower us with millions of blessings every day no matter if we acknowledge them or not.

By focusing on the negative and failing to appreciate all the good we have, is not only a potch in the Divine face, but it is a potch

¢ | in our own face! The one who loses out the most is you. The more heightened our appreciation is for anything, the more we will
{51 enjoy it and the more pleasure we will have. Happy people are those who choose to focus on their gifts and don’t complain about

things they cannot change. In fact, they understand that these challenges are also gifts from Hashem to help them grow!




