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On behalf of thousands of Shomer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply helps families of Melandim, Agunos and Grushos in Eretz Yisroe! at ZERO expense

A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Kashrus in the Kitchen (42). Separation of Meat and Dairy.
Bittul: Nullification. Before Yom Tov, we concluded our
discussion on the topic of Nat bar Nat. Now we start off with a
new concept known as Birtul-Nullification, which determines
the psak of many kitchen questions. Even though, Bittul is
relevant by all issurim in the Torah, basar bechalay has its own
unique halachos regarding bittul.

Two Types of Bittul-Nullification. There is one type of bitmul
where cold pieces get mixed up with each other, such as a piece of
treif meat are mixed in with kosher pieces of meat. Since it is cold,
there is no taste imparted from the #reif to the kosher meat. This is
called Bittul Yavesh B’yavesh (dry in dry). According to Torah
law, it is batul chad b’trey - one in two, which means that the
majority of kosher meat turns the minority of freif meat into
kosher. However, in many cases, the Rabbanan required a
nullification of sixty times the volume of kosher to non-kosher.
The second type of Bittul is called Lach B’lach (liquid in liquid).
Basar bechalav questions generally fall into this type of bittul,
which refers to types of mixtures where the tastes mix even when
solids are involved. For example, if pieces of hot kosher meat are
cooking in gravy, and a freif piece of meat falls in, even if one can
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locate and remove the treif meat, it will impart a taste to the whole
mixture. Chazal estimated that unless there is 60 times the volume
of the treif piece, the non-kosher taste will be discernible. Once
there is 60 times the volume, the kosher food will not be affected.
Unique Bittul of Basar Bechalav. If a small amount of milk falls
into a pot (chicken soup or cholent), if there is 60 times the amount
of heter more than the milk, the food remains kosher. One could
ask the following question: Nullification of sixty should only apply
when there is one prohibited food and one permitted food. But
here, both foods are kosher and the mixture is what prohibits them.
So why isn’t this like the case of kilayim, where one thread of linen
can prohibit an entire garment? The answer to this is based on the
Gemara (Chullin 108a): “Derech Bishul Asra Torah” - the Torah
only prohibited them if it was done in the normal way of cooking.
In normal cooking, one puts in ingredients that will provide flavor
to the food, however, a minute amount which does not give any
taste, is not considered normal cooking. Therefore, a small amount
of milk that will not provide taste to a pot with sixty times more
volume then it, will not make an issur of basar bechalav.

Next week, we will iy”H provide a number of common examples
that demonstrate this principle and happen often in the kitchen.
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v 1 O3 mopn Nhan -r’:m " - There once was an incident in the bais medrash in Teveria, where sov "1 & wwox ™ got into a heated
dISCUSSIOI’I in Iearnlng &a Sefer Torah ripped accidentally. Our Gemara relates that when yn» 3 got upset, »x 3 & >ox 3 reminded him of
this tragedy to try to calm him down. The Gemara [:n0 Y9n] says: N9 yaxy P18 11 9y NOPN NN NP PN DTN YW Nnna Xnwn'
"v">? Tosfos [ n"7] brings a few instances in shas where we see Tzadikim did stumble, so how could we say the above rule? Tosfos
answers that a nbpmn won't happen to a Tzadik through N>, like eating something mox accidentally. Since it is a swo for a Tzadik to eat
something assur this won't happen. However, other than through n>x, a noipn could happen. The y'am L poin] brings a vwa that n"apn
won't allow someone else to be 5w through a Tzadik or his animal. Like, the donkey of 0 12 ©rua was makpid not to eat tevel, so as not
to be 9w the one who fed him, he didn't eat it. But the Tzadik himself can be 121y something because xom 91210 NYY DTN PR,

The Y"1 leamns vwa that n"apn won't bring a Nbpn to a Tzadik, means he won't be 12y an issur xwa, because Py»on MNVH NN
ymN. In our Gemara, a Sefer Torah ripped »w3, but that was because they came to a xon of oy, so they weren't protected by this rule.

The 2070 983 I'N "0 van NN brings in the name of the "N "NIwN 9 XV XKW 1D NV ND YPN NWN MW N ", Anyone
who is careful not to eat even a ynwn of chametz on Pesach, is guaranteed not to sin the whole year. The velt brings that the mother of
9N NPy " asked his father: How is it that we see instances in shas where {zadikim were prone to a nbpn, if based on the above 5", if
aperson is 9mm in a ynwn of chametz he won't sin all year? Plus, we have the above rule that n"apn won't bring a nbpm to a Tzadlk (either
like Tosfos through N2, or like the Ramban through a x»»w), so the Tzadlk was protected & presumably didn't even eat a ynwin of chametz.
If so, how did they ever suffer a n5pn during the year - what happened to the nnvan of the 5"»x? They say that X"y was still a child but he
answered that the above rule means that n"apn will not let them eat a »wa N Mo 7w, which is a nbpn, but not a ynwn which is a
w80 Therefore, they could have eaten a ynwn, so the nnvan of the b"mN falls away & they are still vulnerable to a nopn!
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R’ Moshe Kassover z¢”’l (Amud Ha’avodah, Drush Habitachon) would say:

“Tmwn N 7992 - Rashi explains that your possessions will be protected. No one will ever gain or lose money, from the
beginning of the world’s existence until its end. Whatever money one has, cannot be taken from him by anyone. Whatever
he is supposed to earn, he will. And if one steals from him? The truth is that the robber in essence stole from himself
because he will lose that money some other way. If one steals 1,000 from another, he will lose the money elsewhere.”

A Wise Man would say:
“Letting go means to come to the realization that some people are a part of your history, but not a part of your destiny.”
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In the annals of historical Galician Rabbanim, one name stands out as a symbol of great scholarship and leadership. A
mechaber (author) of close to ten seforim, each one a masterpiece itself, R’ Yosef Teumim z¢#”’l, otherwise known throughout
the Torah world as the Pri Megadim, merited to write his commentary on the Shulchan Aruch and have it accepted on all
levels. While still a young man, he succeeded his father as a maggid shiur in the Lemberg Yeshivah, eventually becoming
Rosh Yeshivah and Rav in Lemberg. But his life wasn’t easy, and poverty reigned supreme in his household.

Even before he took over his father’s position, he earned a meager income as a melamed, teaching a small group of boys in
his home. The money earned was minimal and his wife suffered from their lack of income. She would complain to him that
they could not properly clothe and feed their children and she was usually in a general state of discontent. R’ Yosef, on the
other hand, never lost his emunah and bitachon, and subsided on whatever he managed to earn from teaching his charges.

One day, his wife had had enough. Her lot was bitter and she could not continue managing this way. As R’ Yosef sat in the
back room swaying over his sefer as he taught his small group of children, she suddenly burst into the room and began yelling
on the top of her lungs, “My father married me off to a top bochur named Yosef. He believed that this bochur would take care
and support his daughter. But he never fathomed that his daughter would become the wife of a cheder rebbi, a pauper like
you, who cannot even put a slice of bread on the table to feed his family!” With that, she stared at her husband accusingly for
a few extra seconds, finally storming out of the room and slamming the door.

The young children looked down at the floor, unsure of how to act, not fully comprehending what had just transpired. R’
Yosef, for his part, never uttered a word in reply. He would never dare argue with his wife nor contradict her for he knew that
she was right. He just sat there and accepted her harangue with a bowed head. Softly, he muttered that Hashem will surely see
to their needs and they will have food and sustenance in due time. But his wife had already stormed out and could not hear his
words of consolation. Either way, she didn’t appear to be open to listening to him at this time.

With a sigh, he stood up and said to his falmidim, with a smile, “Everything has a purpose. Now, I can finally understand
the meaning of the Tosefta in the second perek of Maseches Kiddushin.” The children looked on respectfully as their rebbi
explained, “The Tosefta cites a case there whereby a man says to a woman, ‘Harei at mekudeshes li - You are consecrated to
me on the condition that I am Yosef,” and it turns out that his name is Yosef Shimon, they are not consecrated in marriage.
Many of the commentators are puzzled by this: what is wrong with what he said? After all, his name really is Yosef, so why
should they not be mekudeshes? This is a deep and intricate sugya in shas and not something to be understood readily.

“However, after what my wife just said when she came in here before, I think I might have a new understanding. When she
agreed to marry me, she was under the impression that she was marrying a ‘top bochur Yosef.” This brings to mind Yosef
Hatzaddik and all the blessings that Yaakov Avinu heaped upon him and his children. Yosef was also the second in command
under Pharaoh, the Torah calls him ‘Mashbir’ - the one who was so wealthy that he supported most of the world at the time.
Apparently, she married me with a different impression in mind...

“On the other hand, Chazal tell us that Shevet Shimon served as the melamdim - the grade school teachers who educated
the youth of Bnei Yisroel. Additionally, Shevet Shimon was exceedingly poor, they were by far the most indigent of all the
tribes. Therefore, what the Tosefta is teaching us is similar to what my wife was saying. If a woman is supposed to marry a
“Yosef” - a man who is blessed with so many qualities and riches, but in the end, he is nothing more than a ‘Shimon’ - a poor
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The concept of a Nazir is one of abstention. In this week’s
Haftorah the birth of Shimshon HaGibbor is discussed.

R’ Shimshon Pincus z#”’I says that in world history there
were a handful of people who saw their calling in life as a
way of "02wn ovp" - keeping the world in a perpetual state of
existence, and while they were given extra divine strength to
achieve their lofty goals, they were still privy to the one
impediment that applies to all of humankind — the trait of
desire. Nevertheless, Chazal state that there is but one way to
neutralize the power of desire, and that is through the study
of Torah which gives the world its purpose and is the most
important foundational principle of all.

those special people, but by some measure which we cannot
understand, he lacked the protection of the Torah due to his
“not expounding on a piece of the Torah properly.” While
this is left cloaked in ambiguity, it brings to light an important
concept: regardless of one’s extra spiritual ambitions, one

must never forget that what Hashem wants the most from us |

is to study and follow His holy Torah properly.

Correction: In our last issue, it was mistakenly written that
Chavakuk HaNaviwas directed by Hashem to marry a harlot.
We apologize for this oversight and misinformation and hope
to set the record straight, for while this did not occur with
Chavakuk, it did indeed transpire with Hoshea HaNavi and is

R’ Shimshon explains that Shimshon HaGibbor was one of _mentioned in the Haftorah of Parshas Bamidbar.

and downtrodden teacher, she had every right to be upset with the shidduch.” In his humility and brilliance, the Pri Megadim |\
was able to learn up the “sugya” of his marriage, taking full responsibility for his lack of supporting his wife and children.
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The words "mwonn w1 0N seem rather superfluous. Do we not already know the job description of the nesi’im, the princes

"C, of Bnei Yisroel? They were already outlined in the previous parsha. What is the reason for the Torah defining them again?

Rashi is perhaps bothered by this question too, and explains as follows: In Mitzrayim, these nesi’im bore the brunt of the

R Egyptians’ wrath. They accepted the blows of the wicked taskmasters, being hit themselves with sticks, mon, rather than them

allowing their brethren to be hit. They were, as a result, rewarded, and chosen to lead their respective shevatim. A fine middah

¥ indeed, but why is this the introduction to these nesi’im bringing their korbanos?

Based on the following point of the Seforno, we can better understand this. He writes that because of their leadership

© ? position, the nesi’im felt the responsibility to ensure that their shevatim attain forgiveness via the korbanos. In other words,
¥ 1 they assumed the role of leadership which entails taking care of the needs of the masses. Hence, says the posuk, this

unbelievable sense of mission and empathy was a long-standing trait of theirs going back to their days in Mitzrayim. There

"C, too, they shielded the people by receiving punishment themselves. Accordingly, we might suggest an alternative p ’shat for the

words, "monn o) on". They, as leaders, “carry” the people - the matos. Throughout the millennium, Klal Yisroel’s leaders

X %] have faithfully shouldered the burden of their flock. A number of articles have recently been published regarding petiros of

several such worthy Torah luminaries. Though they were representative of a wide spectrum of world Jewry, there was also a

R common thread shared amongst them. They were Torah giants of humility and responsibility, 772 ©75% .

May all of us aspire to follow in their footsteps, acting as MmwKN MW - constantly looking to help others carry their burden.
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Reuven Elbaz shlit’a, Rosh Yeshivas Ohr

= o %| Hachayim in Yerushlayim, once told over a fascinating story.

Two old bed-ridden patients were laying in a hospital room

%] together. To pass the time, they would tell each other stories

and reminisce on their past life. One morning, realizing there

(t was a window in the room, the patient further away

requested of his newfound friend to tell him what’s going on

| outside. “Must be wonderful to see everything,” he added.

“Indeed” replied the other, “it’s a beautiful, sunny day.

C *| The hustle and bustle of business is in full swing. You can
v2%| practically feel the energy that’s being generated.”

The afternoon scenario was similar. “Now the parks are

,‘“‘;'":;‘, overrun with energy, with young playful children and big
A kids on their bicycles.” At night the show played its final act

perfect sunset. This happened every day.

After a while, the other patient was burning with jealousy.
How he wished he could also see everything. Then one day
the fellow near the window began to choke and turned blue.
With waning energy, he attempted to reach for his button to
call a nurse, but he wasn’t able. Seeing a chance to finally
move to the window, the man in the next bed watched him
pass away instead of pressing his own button.

When he finally got moved to the window, however, he
was in for a horrifying shock. There was a big brick wall
opposite the window! Apparently, his friend had created a
series of entertaining stories for his own good - to help keep
his imagination stimulated.
ema: The story of a sotah is a story of jealous character. This
is why she must bring a maOpP nnn - a jealousy offering. If
only she would realize that what she has is the best for her,
she would never get herself into such terrible trouble.

;;C»;“: with mothers bringing their children inside and the picture-
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EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS ON MIDDOS TOVOS FROM

THE WELLSPRINGS OF R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO m]_j_]g:jn—]! m];-l_j_]T

Rashi tells us the connection between the mitzvah of giving the kohen his 24 priestly gifts (M2 mu1n) and the parsha of

C | Sotah: “If a man refrains from bringing the special gifts to the kohen, in the end he will wind up bringing his wife to the kohen
®%.] as a sotah.” What is the message here? Does the punishment truly fit the crime?

R’ Avraham Pam z¢#”’l explains that if we do not give the rabbanim, teachers and morahs of our children the respect and

"C, honor they deserve, in the end WE will suffer. Our own children will lose their faith in Torah leaders. When children hear their

parents speak negatively about Gedolim, Roshei Yeshivos, and any Torah figure, it automatically sends a negative message to their

»“ ;'”:;l, brains and they say: “If I don’t have to listen to THEM, then I don’t have to listen to YOU!” You are in fact doing yourself in by

not giving Torah leaders and teachers their due respect. When children 7/ throw off the yoke of Torah and mitzvos, it is

2% because a tiny negative seed was planted in their minds which grew and developed into a giant tree of doubt and confusion.

Perhaps the removal of the head-covering of the sotah is the equivalent of one who removes his connection to Torah and

‘rt,"“ mitzvos. This can happen from not giving the Kohanim their rightful gifts! The kohanim, the holiest among the Jewish people,
% | must not be marginalized. Our children’s Rebbis and Morahs should be spoken about and to with the greatest respect. This is
"' *| the most wonderful gift we can give them. It is also a gift we give our children and the most important gift we give ourselves.
,“ "‘,\,{ Because the day might come that you will need to bring your son or daughter to a Torah authority to help make an important

decision in life, and if you have spoken against the Rav or Rebbetzin, you can be sure they will have no influence on your child.

Dear parents, we have just accepted the Torah with the famous words “Na’aseh v’Nishma.” Let us accept our Gedolim,

11eaders and those who teach Torah with the same devotion, commitment and faith.




