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On behalf of thousands of Shomer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply helps families of Melandim, Agunos and Grushos in Eretz Yisroe! at ZERO expense
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Monetary, Interpersonal Laws and Din Torah (4) Example 2. If a parent or teacher needs to keep a child or student
When is it Permitted [Even Obligatory] to Lie? Introduction. away from negative influences and peers, and the only way to
Interpersonal sins [bein adam lachaveiro] are only prohibited accomplish this is by telling him a lie, he is permitted to do so.
when they are done in a destructive, demeaning manner, or “for Example 3. If someone enters a Beis Medrash or hall holding a
the love of falsehood.” If, however, one has constructive intentions hammer and in anger says: “Is Ploni ben Ploni here?” we should
that match the will of Hashem in His Torah, a person is permitted ~ certainly lie to the aggressor in order to save another from harm.
to lie, with some conditions as will be explained. This conceptis Conditions. The above-mentioned hefer to say a lie in order to
explained in Kovetz Ha’aros [R’ Elchanan Wassermanz#l.] 1) save the listener or another person from sin or harm comes with a
Example 1. If one wants to save a listener from something bad number of conditions. 1) As mentioned, if there is another way to
[happening to him or from doing something bad], and the only accomplish the same thing, one cannot lie. 2) One must have true
way to protect him is by telling him a lie, he can do so. If a intentions to save another from bad, as opposed to lying for the
doctor knows that the only way a patient will listen to his sake of hurting, taking revenge, etc., or out of a “love” for lying.
important medical advice is to tell him a lie that another patient ~3) One must clarify the exact facts and halachos to determine if
who didn’t take this care died, he can tell the lie. In these and all  the current situation indeed justifies a lie. 4) If the lie will cause
such cases, the lie is being told for the good of the one who is  other damages to him or another person, it cannot be said. These
listening, therefore, even though the one saying it is bending the conditions are similar to the conditions that the Chofetz Chaim
truth, causing the listener to do what he doesn’t want to do, itis  gives for saying Lashon Hara for a justified purpose, and are
permitted and even an obligation in such a case to lie. explained at lvength in the sefer Lerayacha Kamocha ).
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s e mEmn 8 - The o Dspn explains that this wo is to teach us to be oyann even towards animals created to serve us. The
purpose is that this nma should become part of every Yid and when dealing with others one must be careful to give them them what they deserve.

7N " WYPN X N Ny ') explains that although we compare the y7 of feeding a Sya to the y7 of ina N, there s a difference.
The mov that a worker has that permits him to eat from the field he is working on, is a Y Ty, However, the issur of muzzling one’s animal while
working with it, is @ W o and not a monetary v, R Chaim proves this from the fact that one is oiver the w5 when he muzzles his own
animal even though it's not T to say he has a 0 2avn to himself. Some ask from our sugya [y ypo] there it says if one is oo someone
else’s animal when he works with it, the o»on say he must reimburse the owner 4 yap for a mna and 3 yap for a wan. From this we see that
there is a My avn as welll The apy> nbnp ['1'» ' 3] says 9"ax that since there is @ N XTH MO, there is a xno1T oo that when
one rents an animal it's like there is an unspoken s»on between him and the -vawn that he won't muzzle his animal. This tums itinto a myan avn.

The '3 [¥] brings a nbrwa between vpb w7 pv 1 if one is mipbn 290 if he was 92 oon. Rashi explains, this means every time the
animal tries to eat, he discourages and scares it with his voice. v " holds that Ny »n »a rpy and one will be mpbn 9. wpb wA holds
that he is mpSn w9, because using your voice to be oiver ovonmn &9, is not considered a nwyn. Tosfos [x1717"1] asks that elsewhere prv ™
says that 95pn w0 ,yaw) are considered nwyn 11 prw WO, so how can he say here that po m»py is a nwyn? Tosfos answers that by us his
yais ulimately creating a nwyn, ie; the animal continuing to work without eating, 5" by 551 no physical action ever results from the narT.

The 0" ['2 '9n,Xa o] paskens like pnv - that one is P51 270 for ;ipa mvon. The Nawm o brings "o question and answers
with a 552: Any w5 that can't be done with a nwyn but only with a w27 (like 55pn), the 7 is considered nwyn 12 . However, if the wo
could be done with a nwyn (like mon), even if he is oiver without a nwyn, like with a na»7, that 21 is considered a nwyn.

PAON 9 [0 T 13" MYmw ] asks, what is the shaila of 92 nivon? ', if the owner was being w1, he is oiver because wis a nwyn
and the issur is that one may not be w7 with a my»on no matter how the animal got muzzled, or who did the muzzling. And if someone else is being
w7 with the owner's animal, the one using his 9 to muzzle the animal would not be 2»n because only the one being v with a muzzled animal is
2»n? R’ Elchonon explains the halacha is if one is oo an animal while it's being v, even if another is doing the threshing, the oo will be 2»n. He
leams that in our shaila there are 2 people involved. One is threshing with the animal, while another is using his voice to deter the animal from eating.
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R’ Nosson Tzvi Finkel z#”’l (Mir Rosh Yeshivah) would say:

“495m »mpna ON' - Rashi explains that this refers to one who is Ameil - steeped in Torah. Why does Rashi make this
assumption? Why does walking refer to one steeped in Torah? Because when people are in the Beis Medrash, they are
assumed to be learning with ameilus (hence, bring the Yetzer Hara to the Beis HaMedrash because there, even he looks like
a Tzaddik). However, the real test of true resolve is to be steeped in Torah study it even when you are walking on the road!”

A Wise Man would say: “Some people come into our lives and leave footprints on our hearts. We are never ever the same.”
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In 1970, Rabbi Dr. Ivan Lerner was recruited to become the first director of NCSY’s Central East Region. The region’s
borders stretched east to west, from western Pennsylvania to Indiana, and north to south from southern Ontario to northern
Kentucky. Rabbi Pinchos Stolper z”/, founding director of NCSY insisted that the regional office needed to be in Cleveland.
Rabbi Lerner recalls that just prior to his relocation, Rabbi Stolper mentioned that as soon as he arrived in Cleveland, he
should set up a meeting with the Telshe Rosh Hayeshivah, R’ Mordechai Gifter z¢”’I, to introduce himself and try to attract
Kollel talmidim to lend support to NCSY’s kiruv efforts, as well as deliver a personal letter from him. The envelope contained
a haskama (approbation) from R’ Yitzchok Hutner z¢”’l, the Rosh Yeshivah of Chaim Berlin. R* Hutner wrote about the
work that NCSY was doing to “save neshamos,” and that his talmid muvhak, Rabbi Stolper, was being moser nefesh with
tremendous self-sacrifice in his holy efforts to rescue Jewish teenagers from assimilation.

Rabbi Lerner tells the story of his meeting as follows: Upon my arrival in Cleveland, I immediately made an appointment
to meet with Rav Gifter. Every Rosh Yeshivah 1 had ever met spoke Yiddish (and very limited English) and because my
Yiddish was sub-par, I was somewhat apprehensive about having a one-on-one meeting with a big time Rosh Yeshivah like
Rav Gifter. Nevertheless, on a mild-summer morning in August of 1970, I drove out to Wickliffe, Ohio, to meet Rav Gifter.

After knocking and waiting outside the Rosh Yeshivah’s study for a few moments, I heard a strong voice from inside say,
“Come in.” I entered. I was surprised, since I expected to hear in Yiddish, “Vas ist (what is it)?” The Rosh Hayeshivah (not
yet looking up) quietly said “Hmm ... Lerner.” Then, looking directly at me, he said “Lerner - from where?”

I was still trying to make sense of a Rosh Yeshivah who spoke perfect English. I replied, “Originally from Baltimore.”
Again, he mused “Hmm...” Then he said. “Are you related to Yossel Lerner?” I replied, “My dad’s Yiddish name is Yossel.”

Rav Gifter suddenly pushed his big black desk phone towards me and said, “Call your father.” I can still recall the cold
sweat, the confusion, the surreal atmosphere. My dad was a proud Jew, and a wonderful man, but his association with his
shul’s religious practice was less than intimate. His attendance pretty much involved Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur and an
occasional bar mitzvah or wedding. “My dad’s in Baltimore, and that’s an expensive call from here, I'd hate for the Yeshivah
to have to spend all that money.” Rav Gifter, pushing the phone closer, said, “My phone, my bill - call your dad.”

I had a feeling of foreboding as I slowly dialed. The phone number connected, and my dad answered. I said, “Hi Dad, 'm
calling from Cleveland...” Before I could continue, my dad cut me off. “Cleveland?! Do you know how expensive this call
is?” I continued, “I’'m calling from Rabbi Mordechai Gifter’s phone. Rabbi Gifter is the head of the Yeshivah in Cleveland.”

There was a pause. My dad then said, “Are you there with Muttie Gifter? I haven’t seen him in years!” At that moment,
Rav Gifter reached out for me to hand him the phone. Immediately, the language of the call turned into Yiddish. For ten
minutes, two boyhood friends were laughing and joking and reminiscing in Yiddish. 1 thought I was in the Twilight Zone. It
was surreal. Rav Gifter handed me back the phone and said, ““Say goodbye to your dad.” I did and hung up.

Rav Gifter began to regale me with stories about my dad and my grandpa. “The Rosh Hayeshivah and my dad went to |=3

cheder together?” I asked. Rav Gifter said. “We were in the same class for five years. Your dad’s parents had a little grocery
store a block away from my parents’ store. It was a mixed Italian and Polish neighborhood, and your father was one tough Jew.
Even before our bar mitzvahs, when we would walk home from cheder and the neighborhood bullies would confront us, your
dad would throw punches and send them running. My mother used to tell me to walk to and from school with your father.”
Listening to Rav Gifter, I was mesmerized. What I had expected to be a short formal meeting turned out to be a relaxed and

enjoyable chat that lasted well over an hour. For me the major takeaway was my self-esteem boost. As a baal teshuvah myself, |

(- ) - T ON e
While the Tochacha (biblical rebuke) connotes a sense of
terror in this week’s Parshas Bechukosai, Chazal chose a
prophecy from Yirmiyahu HaNavi which presages a feeling
of comfort and positivity. In fact, the opening words of the
Haftorah, "™wym »y ' - “Hashem, my strength and my
stronghold,” vividly portrays this very feeling of positivity.
Interestingly, the Navi also states "0 58w mpn” and Chazal
(Yuma 85b) explain that just as a mikvah purifies those who
are impure, so too Hashem purifies His children, Klal
Yisroel. But what indeed is the comparison?
R’ Shlomo Zalman Auerbach z#”’l explains that the laws
of mikvah dictate that a person should only immerse himself
in a standing body of water, and not in a moving stream.

A mmA‘l:.n;(AiNANALYSIS OF THE WEEKLY ;ﬂm@ﬂ L

I often felt uncomfortable around rabbis. Rav Gifter understood the value and language of my soul - my very real, Jewish soul.

They go on to explain that a person should make the effort
and go to the water in order to immerse himself instead of
standing still and allowing the water to come to him. This is
because the purification process of a mikvah has to occur with

the willing participation of the one who needs to be purified - |\
in stark contrast to other religions where they engage in |

forced conversions.

Thus, the comparison is clear - for just as a person who is
impure needs to go to the immersion bath in order for the
purification process to be valid, so too Hashem wants us to
draw closer to Him and open a small opening. Once we do
that - how ever small of an opening - Hashem will see our
willingness to be pure and He will then help us get there.
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Rashi, in quoting the Medrash, explains the word "nmImp" to mean NMPY NP1 - standing tall and ramrod straight.

(1) .. DTS DONN oW D55 Ml NawN

"C, Many meforshim grapple with this Chazal. The Gemara in Kidushin 31a says nmpa MK T oMY DTN NON 5" I0N"

"nar. Rashi there explains that it looks as if he is pushing up and away Hashem’s presence which descends downward. It

AEH seems to be exhibiting a sense of haughtiness. So why would Rashi here, on our posuk, be intimating that Ny oW is a
w¥ | good trait, worthy of reward?

I saw 3 geshmake answers. 1. The Chasam Sofer answers: Earlier, the posuk says 035302 00500, Hashem will 915015
be walking with us and not in the higher spheres. Thus, walking upright isn’t “pushing” the Shechina up and away.

&'| 2. The Gemara says that animals always walk looking downward. The posuk is speaking allegorically. To receive the
¥ | brachos of the Torah, and not chalilah the Tochacha (curses), we must walk and serve Hashem, upright, as people striving
5| to reach higher and higher, not live an earthly, lowly type of lifestyle, behaving like mmna.

"C, 3. Lastly, R’ Shloime Wolbe z#’l says that this nopy nmp isn’t the negative type the Gemara discusses. Rather, this is a

critical and essential idea that enables us to better serve our Creator. It’s called Gadlus Ha’adam! It behooves us as Yidden

X %] to feel proud, walk proud, with the confidence and dignity that comes with the knowledge that we are His chosen people.

This sense of pride spurs us on to reach higher, do better and helps us to refrain from sinning. Because how can I, a 7on 13,

Al stoop so low and act beneath my real worth? Perhaps that is why this is the very last message before the Tochacha.

Yehi Ratzon ... that even in this very trying and interminable golus, we should hold onto this feeling of nobility and be

rt“,“"" zoche to all the brachos of the Torah and these closing words "N»IMP DINN TN DY MVID TIUNY".
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= = %] 7o A chevra of guys went to visit one of their friends in a

southern town in Israel. The group as a whole was not

5 religious but the friend they were going to visit was

somewhat religious. When the friend brought out some

(t watermelon, the group felt uncomfortable eating without

“blessing” the food first, as is the custom by religious Jews.

'| But what blessing does one make on watermelon?

One suggested “Borei Pri Avatiach” (watermelon).

"G Another suggested “Shema Yisroel,” but a third one said he
knows for certain the correct blessing is “Shehakol Nihye
Bidvaro.” How does he know? He related a story:

At the beginning of the Yom Kippur war, his tank battalion
was stationed on the Golan Heights. One by one, the Syrians

tank left. His tank. To fight against the dozens of tanks they
faced seemed pointless but to run away on foot was suicide.
They were out of options. The end was near, they thought.
Suddenly the commander called out “Who knows how to
pray?” No one answered. The commander started screaming
but no one could think of anything. Suddenly, one guy
remembered that when his grandfather gave him sweets, he
would tell him to make a blessing “Shehakol Nihye
Bidvaro.” All together, they began screaming this blessing.
Sure enough, the Syrian tanks started taking hits, one after the
other, and miraculously, they made it out alive! This was his
“proof” that this blessing was the correct one to make!
Yom3: Chazal say that when we do the will of Hashem our
enemies will fall in front of us, even in abnormal ways. What
even one small deed can accomplish is phenomenal, how much
more so the good deed of a group or a whole community!

"C, were knocking out the Israeli tanks until there was only one
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Rashi explains that “listening” to Hashem refers to exerting effort and diligence in Torah studies. Ameilus B Torah.

*| One who lacks Torah knowledge he would have gained had he exerted the proper effort becomes ignorant and this prevents
.| him from performing mitzvos. As a result of his non-performance, he will then develop a hatred for those who keep and
5 | teach the mirzvos of Hashem and soon after that, he will begin trying to prevent others from doing them. Finally, he will
"C, come to deny that the mitzvos were given by Hashem, and ultimately, he will deny the Almighty’s very existence.

This reaction is incredibly difficult to understand. By virtue of the fact that he did not exert himself, is an individual really

»“ creating such a harmful chain of events - for example, his mind wanders during a Daf Yomi shiur? Can the high school

student who doodles during shiur be compared to someone who recognizes Hashem, yet rebels against Him?
R’ Henach Lebowitz zt”l (R”Y Chofetz Chaim) writes that the study of Torah is the only way in which one can learn
how to truly serve Hashem. It is the blueprint for the creation of the world, and the guidebook for our lives. The Torah has

‘rt,"“ within its subtleties the knowledge we need to perfect both our mitzvos and our middos. By not toiling over our Torah
| studies, we are in essence denying the importance of everything a Jew must believe in and become. Therefore, yes, it is
*| conceivable for a Jew to lose his way 9" if he loses sight of the Torah’s guiding light - even for a moment!

We must appreciate the fact that all activities, other than learning Torah, are secondary. Our first priority must be

¢ studying the Torah and with a greater understanding of its true importance, we will realize just how damaging it can be to
{:5] waste time during the few precious moments we have to study it. We must recognize the obligation we have to streamline

our schedule, thereby maximizing the time available to study the Torah given to us by Hashem.




