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On behalf of thousands of Shomer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply helps families of Melandim, Agunos and Grushos in Eretz Yisroe! at ZERO expense

A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Relevant Halachos During These Trying Times (40)

Monetary Questions. Question: If it became apparent that
somebody who was ill with the virus was not careful to stay
home (quarantine) etc., and he infected other people, is there any
monetary obligation to pay the victims?
Introduction to Answer: This question has to be addressed on
more than one level. 1) Is there a monetary obligation that one
could successfully claim against another in a Beis Din? 2) Even
if there is no obligation to pay in Beis Din, is there possibly some
lesser form of moral obligation or “heavenly” obligation that is
required of him, and although he cannot be forced to pay by Beis
Din, should he still pay of his own accord?

There are different levels of damage that one can do to his
fellow Jew. If one does a direct and immediate damage to his
fellow Jew, or to another’s belongings, he is categorized as a
Mazik (for belongings) and Chovel (for assaulting his body). In
such a case, Beis Din can obligate him to pay and force the issue
if he does not pay. On the other hand, if one does an indirect or
not immediate damage, he is called a Grama. For example, if one
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who opened the gate has damaged with a grama. He cannot be
forced to pay by a human Beis Din, but he still has a heavenly
obligation to pay. See the brief explanation as to the nature of this
obligation in the Chazon Ish (1). Because of this, it is wise for the
damager to pay so he does not receive any heavenly retribution,
or to make some monetary compromise and have the victim
forgive him for this act and anything else that he may owe him.
Some Batei Din will supervise such a compromise suggesting
that the one who damaged pays one third (or close to that amount).
There is also an intermediate level called Garmi where the
damage is more immediate and direct, but still not a direct result
of the other person’s item. In this case, the Tanaim argue if Beis
Din forces him to pay and we hold that they can indeed do so.
Final Answer: Technically, there might be instances when the
sickness traveled from one person to another in a way that might
be called “Adam Hamazik” (a man who did direct damage) or
“Aish Hamazik” (where a person put into the air something
harmful that can probably infect the victim). However, these are
almost impossible to prove and Beis Din cannot obligate him to

opens the gate of his friend’s property and soon after, the animal ~pay for it. Nevertheless, he would be obligated by heavenly rule,

belonging to that property owner runs away and is lost, the one as explained earlier, if it is obviously clear that it was his fault.
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o W Som wap N -:::nw *N=R3 e e e’ - The Gemara tells us that the 5y y0> wrapped his hands in silk cloth to protect

himself from getting soiled while domg the nay. Rashi explains this was o to do because it is a nx»sn between the hands and the nmay

he is doing, and also it is a y»a to wear hand coverings. The Bach [x-xx ] writes that one who wears gloves during n»an, about him the

pasuk says, "ma 937020 HN'. The onvan yn [0 -ow] quotes the n"a and says that one shouldn't wear gloves during davening like

5772w do. The 79792 Mwn [ov] also brings the n"a and says one shouldn't wear "pwoivn” (gloves) norann nywa.

The Hwn axa [Lo-7] wonders why the n"a and the X" don't bring our gemara as a source for the issur of wearing gloves during Tefillah?
He explains that while davening, one isn't using his hands and being ©ma mxna pow; nor is he holding a nenTpaw 727 so there is no yma
factor or a nxxn to be concerned about. The only issue is nNy, so that's why we bring the pasuk and not a proof from 995 v Yowe»
712, He concludes, that if one is wearing gloves to keep warm in the cold, since it’'s apparent that it's not for mi, it is therefore .

Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach zt”] (v ,n>an nnow m>9n) paskens the same way and says if one is wearing gloves due to the
excessive cold (ex: davening outside due to Corona), it is permitted. The 2 9xa [ "D XOP M| writes mMavp MavH owa that a Mohel
who just did a Bris Milah and has n>»2 o7 on his hands, it will not be \xn for o n»vasince it's a naw (praise) for him and he’s not Papn.

Rav Yitzchok Zilberstein shlit'a (‘4nn »pwn) was asked by a Mohel if he may wear surgical gloves while performing a Bris Milah. He
answered that if it's just to protect himself, then of course based on the above it is assur. If he is doing it for health reasons, not to infect the

441 NOP N2 'OD VN 1N (1)

baby, since this is a common concern, it doesn’t ook like mxa and it is therefore 7 to wear. ‘
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Chasam Sofer, R” Moshe Sofer z¢”’l (B’sheim R’ Shimshon M’Ostropoli z¢”’) would say:
“NY79 SN N2 Nwn ON N Ny - How did Moshe know to tell Pharaoh about the plague of Locusts since Hashem did not
mention anything about this plague? The letters ' ' " 'a are letters pronounced using the lips and are interchangeable since
they are all uttered using the same source. The same for the letters 'y "D 'n'N which are guttural sounds, also interchangeable.
So, if we change the ' of Ny19 to a "2 and the 'y to 'N and then re-arrange the letters, it will spell the word 'maN'’ - locust.
Through saying 'ny19 YN N2, Hashem was hinting to Moshe, to put the letters Xa into ny19 to know the name of the plague.”

Rabbeinu Eliyahu of Vilna z¢”I (Vilna Gaon) would say:

“ny7 NN LN IONRYNY - Since when is an Egyptian considered a friend? ‘Friend’ does not refer to the Egyptians, but rather
to Bnei Yisroel. They were told to request silver and gold vessels from their fellow Jews, for when a Jew performs kjndness
with his friend, then in this merit. Hash ill 'nﬂuence the non-Jews to give to them too, measure for measure.’
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Ariel “Arik” Sharon was a famous Israeli statesman, former Prime Minister and retired Major-General who served in
the IDF for more than 25 years. In mid-December 2005, Prime Minister Sharon spent two days in a hospital after suffering
a minor stroke, which doctors said caused no irreparable brain damage. However, on January 4, 2006, Sharon was rushed
to the hospital following another, more serious stroke. Sharon suffered a massive brain hemorrhage, which caused
extensive cerebral bleeding. After two surgeries lasting 7 and 14 hours, doctors stopped the bleeding in Sharon’s brain, but
were unable to prevent him from entering into a coma. Subsequent media reports indicated that Sharon had been
diagnosed with cerebral amyloid angiopathy (CAA) during his December hospitalization. Sharon remained hospitalized in
a vegetative state from January 2006 until his death on January 11, 2014.

R’ Gamliel Rabinowitz shlit’a recounts an amazing story that occurred during the time that Arik Sharon was in a
coma. He relates that his own mechutan, Reb Amram Blau shlit’a, an active member of one of the premium Vaad
Hakashrus agencies in Jerusalem, fell ill and he too, suffered a brain hemorrhage which put him into a vegetative coma.
Doctors used life-saving measures to stabilize him but he hovered between life and death for many months. His family was
constantly at his bedside, saying Tehillim and learning as a zechus for hum, but doctors were not optimistic and had no
idea if he would ever regain consciousness, or brain function.

But the Almighty tends to His righteous adherents and one fine day, Reb Amram suddenly opened his eyes and woke
from his vegetative stupor. His family laughed and cried and doctors came running to witness the miracle patient who
suddenly woke from a coma, seemingly without rhyme or reason. Extensive tests were performed on the patient and after a
few short weeks, Reb Amram was released from the hospital with a clean bill of health. He had sufferend no long term
effects and his cognitive skills were as sharp as before he took ill. It truly was a miracle.

One day, Reb Amram received a phone call from Omri and Gilad Sharon, the two sons of Ariel Sharon. A Sharon
family member got on the phone and explained that their father, the Prime Minister, is lying in a coma in Sheba Medical
Center in Tel HaShomer, for quite a few years already, and the doctors have tried just about every medical procedure to
save him. Nothing has worked. The family hired some of the best doctors in the world to see if there’s anything to do - no
matter how impossible the odds or how far-fetched the remedy. As of now, there’s no cure in sight.

The family member finally got to the point. Someone had told them about Rabbi Blau and how he was in a vegetative
coma for months, with the same diagnosis as their father. And suddenly, he woke up from the coma and his health has been
totally restored. They were requesting a meeting to possibly learn what forms of treatment were done to bring him back from
the dead; would he teach them the “secret” formula that had allowed him to beat the odds and regain his health? They were
prepared to pay whatever he asks to help them in their quest for the cure. Name your price, they said, we beg you to help us.

Reb Amram smiled inwardly and replied, “I am sorry to hear about your father and the suffering your family is going
through. From a medical standpoint, I cannot imagine that more was done for me than for your father. In fact, no doubt,
you have done much more to cure your father than was done for me.”

There was a pause at the other end. “So you’re saying you don’t know? It was a miracle?”

Reb Amram replied, “It was better than a miracle. Bezras Hashem Yisborach, I have been blessed with many children
and over one hundred grand and great-grand children. All of them are shomer Torah and mitzvos. Each and every one of
them spent every day of my illness davening to Hashem and performing acts of goodness as a zechus for my recovery.
Their actions and their prayers not only stormed the heavens, but it broke through the heavenly gates! That’s the whole
‘secret’ - that’s the ‘miracle.’ If you can somehow do that, maybe you can invoke Divine mercy and merit a miracle too!”

TS YR DM D MDY Moy
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In this week’s Haftorah, Yirmiyahu HaNavi describes the

punishment Hashem visited upon Egypt centuries after they
enslaved the Jewish people. Nevuchadnetzar, King of Bavel,
would come from the north with a vast army and the
Egyptians — including the brash Pharaoh — would quiver out
of fear and flee. Ironically, in his prophecy, Yirmiyahu said,
“Egypt was a fair calf; destruction from the north is
coming...” Why did the Navi compare Egypt to a calf?

R’ Don Yitzchak Abarbanel z¢t”’l explains that Chazal
compare Egypt to a fattened calf because just like a
fattened calf has grain, and an innate beauty to it, so too, the
land of Egypt was indeed deemed a beautiful place on
earth. However, that is not where the comparison ends. The

Aarroman By e 12 Himscr orevan 3 M NODT "_7/!) NN NN

Abarbanel explains further that a calf gives off an aura of
beauty since it appears to be a docile and placid animal, that
will do the will of its master calmly. Besides, the fatter and
plumper it becomes, the better tasting it will be when it is
eventually slaughtered to serve its purpose on this world.
Yet, while the calf appears to mind its own business, it is
growing stronger and larger every day making it very
dangerous should it somehow get out of control.

So too, the Egyptians were a sophisticated people who
created a beautifully looking land, however, that beauty was
only a mask for their true sadistic nature which they
suddenly unleashed upon the Jewish people during their
long and terrible exile.
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In the Hagaddah shel Pesach, Rashi says this question is being asked by the Tam, the simple son. He says this is the type of

"C, question commonly asked by a “finok tipeish” - an ignorant child. All he’s capable of asking is: “What’s this?” The Tam asks

his question simply, sincerely and calmly. “Machar” - on the morrow. Not in a provoking, harsh way as the Rasha who says
“Zos” in his query, intimating that he must know now, BEFORE performing the mitzvah (see the Kli Yakar for further
elucidation). Our response to the Tam is also soft. “V’amarta.” As we know, amira is a softer method of speech; as opposed

W to dibur, which is considered harsher. We use this to explain the reason behind the mitzvah of pidyon bechor.

However, the last posuk seems out of place and doesn’t flow with the rest of our response to the 7am. We respond that

&'| Hashem killed the firstborn of the Egyptians and therefore we must offer ours to Hashem. And then the Torah continues with;
4% | "DINIDN T NNONIN T PN D PRY PA NOVIOVM NP 9y MNY 7M. The connection is seemingly lacking. Perhaps we can answer
5| based on a thought I saw in the name of R’ Moshe Feinstein z¢”’I. The Gemara says that tefillin shel yad should be worn
"C, covered, while shel rosh is worn exposed for all to view. R* Moshe explains: Before we can preach to others, we must first

make sure we conduct ourselves properly. Hence, the shel yad is covered, to project its power of kedusha inward; cleansing

X %] us. We must better ourselves before serving as role models. Only after that is accomplished may we don the shel rosh -

uncovered; so all can be spiritually elevated by seeing it. Then, and, only then, can we serve as teachers and mold the young.

Now, we can understand how the Torah’s response to the Tam is actually one seamless thought. We are reminded, before

o | teaching others, to examine ourselves first, practicing what we preach before imposing our ideals onto others.
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"G Yom: According to the Rambam (Hilchos Mezuzah 5),
N-sl| Mezuzos should be checked twice every seven years on a

private property (like a home) and twice every 50 years on

%] public property (beis medrash and shul). Al pi Kabbalah,

the room that one attaches a specific mezuzah to has a

(t connection to that specific room and each mezuzah should

be marked clearly as to which room it came from. There are

'| numerous stories of people who became ill and found posul
g% | mezuzos in rooms they frequented. Most sofrim will tell
&"'| you that the highest quality mezuzos should be placed on
%] the front door, the bedroom, the kitchen, and so on.

One such story occurred not long ago when a man came

¥%| to R’ Chaim Kanievsky shlit’a with a serious issue to

discuss. His pre-adolescent son does not stop eating! He is

"C, huge for his age and there is no mystery as to how he got so

big. He literally cannot help himself from eating, chewing,

devouring anything and everything in sight. The family hides
the food from him but he either finds his own or finds the
family stash. What can they do to stop the massive boy?

In characteristic form, R’ Chaim barely looked up from his
sefer, while intoning, “Check your mezuzos.”

No sooner said than done. Incredibly, within a few hours,
the sofer called him to say that he found a mistake in one of
the mezuzos. In the second parsha of Krias Shema, the
posuk, "Nyawy NOONY TNNNIAY TTYA avy SN’ was written
"NHN NYONY' two times! No wonder he couldn’t stop eating!
Ywna: Just as Bnei Yisroel were commanded to put the blood
of the korban Pesach on their doorposts to protect them
from the plague, on that fateful night of Yetzias Mitzrayim,
we are commanded to place a mezuza on our doorposts to
protect us from harmful elements that mean us harm. If
even one word is incorrect, it can cause so many problems
for those living in the home and every Jew must see to it
that he protects the mezuza that protects him.
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EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS ON MIDDOS TOVOS FROM 1—1 g- g 1 O _1=I'
THE WELLSPRINGS OF R' GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO ﬂ-_] _] ] _] ﬂ-_] ’_l _]

We are living in a world of hester panim. Hashem is hiding, and our job is to find Him. During Makas Choshech 4/5 of the

a%_ | Jews died in Egypt. That means that four out of every five Jews did not make it out of Egypt. Why? What did they do that they

c *| did not deserve to experience the Geulah? Chazal teach us they were lacking in Emunah. They didn’t really believe the Geulah
¥%. | would come, that they would really leave Mitzrayim. Hashem said, “If you don’t believe that I will take you out of this Galus, then
&’ 1 won’t.” And they died in Mitzrayim, during the plague of darkness, so the Egyptians would not be privy to this chilul Hashem.

The other day I was playing UNO with my son. It is a lot of fun, but the most interesting thing about this game is just when
you think you have a plan, the game changes. You think you have the winning card, and then someone changes the color, or

N you have to swap cards with the person next to you. When you have one card left, you have to call out UNO; otherwise, you

cannot win. I told my son, from now on we are calling this game EmUNQO. And when you have one card left that you think

I VG will be the winning card, you have to call out, EmUNQ. Because you never know what is going to happen next. Just when we
o&_| think we have it all figured out we come to the realization we know nothing. The only thing we can hold onto is our emUNO
| that Hashem is running this world. Hashem is in charge of every tiny detail of our lives, and only He knows what He is doing.

R’ Ezriel Tauber z¢l used to say that right before Moshiach comes, there will be Chevlei Moshiach. The word Chevel

:,‘ | means a rope, and Hashem will shake up this world from one end to the other. There will be such upheaval and confusion, the
¥ 5] only thing we can to do is hold on tight to our EMUNAH. We must hold onto that rope that is shaking us up and down and

believe with all our hearts that the Geulah will come. There will be a Moshiach very soon, and we wish to be around to greet him.




