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On behalf of thousands of Shomer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply helps families of Melandim, Agunos and Grushos in Eretz Yisroe! at ZERO expense

A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Kashrus and the Kitchen (11). Waiting Period Between
Meat & Milk Products. The Gemara () states that the Sages
decreed not to eat cheese or drink milk after eating meat in the
same meal, because it is similar to eating them together, and one
might come to eat them after they were cooked together, which
is a Torah prohibition. Tosfos there holds that it is enough to
bentch to end the meal, or to recite beracha acharona by a
non-bread meal, wait one hour @) and cleans one’s mouth by
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meat becomes decomposed and is not considered meat anymore.
Rashi, however, holds that the reason we wait is because meat
leaves a fatty residue in the mouth and palate for six hours.
Differences in Halacha Between the Two Opinions. The
Poskim (5) say that there are cases when only one of the two
reasons apply, sometimes one or the other. Since there is no clear
ruling, we go lechumra and prohibit the following cases:

1) If one only chewed up meat and did not swallow it (this was

common in the olden days before commercial pureed foods
were available and mothers would chew up their meat and
other foods and then feed it to their babies), the Rambam’s
reason of meat being left between the teeth does apply.
However, Rashi’s reason of the lingering taste does not apply
if it wasn’t actually swallowed.

2) There is an opposite case when the Rambam’s reason yields a
leniency. That case is if one found meat between his teeth
after the six-hour waiting period and swallowed it. According
to the Rambam, this would not be considered real meat
anymore, however, according to Rashi there is no source for
such a leniency. As mentioned, we rule strictly in both these
cases. There are a whole group of cases when neither of the

eating something parve and drinking something parve or rinsing
one’s mouth. However, the Shulchan Aruch ) rules like the
opinion of most Rishonim that he must wait a six-hour time
period, which was the normal time period between meals in the
time of the Sages. One must also bentch or say beracha
acharona. Therefore, if a meal took a long time, such as a Purim
seudah or wedding meal, and he has not yet bentched or said
beracha acharona, he cannot eat cheese. One should not bentch
or say beracha acharona just to eat cheese afterwards.
Reasons For this Decree. The Tur ) brings two opinions why
one must wait six hours. The Rambam says that they were
afraid that meat might get stuck between one’s teeth and eating
cheese or drinking milk within six hours is akin to eating them
together. Even if one cleans his teeth well by brushing and reasons apply and we don’t have to wait six hours. These will
flossing, nevertheless, the decree remains. After six hours, the be explained in the next issue, Be ezer Hashem.

17 9T X2 - 'urn 1o 72N — D'Nn 2
"o mei o e - Rashi [own n1] explains that the mosx of doing o1 nip (business) on Shabbos is derived from the pasukin
Yeshaya, "2 721 7390 nxnn”. The Meforshim discuss whether this would make ~21m npn an Xy NT ON or NY3P M2 70 MON.
Rashi gives another reason why doing business on Shabbos is forbidden. It is because of a 927 n»w. The Rabbanan were concerned that
doing a business transaction might lead to writing (a contract, receipt ...) which is an nonon an. Rashi explains according to the second pshat,
that forbidding something that is similar to a business transaction because one might come to write, is not considered a n-w5 n, because
forbidding all acts that are similar to business was part of the original n-»w, so therefore, it is considered all one nww.

The N4 [0 W "o N"N] says that although one may not specify dollar amounts on Shabbos, the minhag is to be lenient & allow people
to donate specific amounts of money to the shul when they receive a "7waw »". This is because it's permitted to specify a dollar amount on
Shabbos if it's for np1x '3 "0 bW 2"wn Yy on]. The 2"wn o] explains that it is also o to give presents on Shabbos because since
the item leaves one mwA & goes to another T, it is like 7o NP, However, if it is for a mitzvah or for v"m naw Ty, it is A,
Therefore, says the 2"wn, the minhag of those that present a ynn (or Bar mitzvah) with a s after their drasha on Shabbos, is not proper.

Rav Akiva Eiger zt"I ['o3p "o n"w] was asked about the following 2 scenarios: May one sell an item to someone else on erev Shabbos
(with money or na»win) & tell him that the 7 should be 5non Shabbos? Also, may one sell an item on erev Shabbos & stipulate that the sale
is on only if the buyer is o»pn a certain sxon on Shabbos? Maybe both cases are mutar, because in the first case, there is no action being
done on Shabbos, the 3 is 9» mxyn, and in the second case, even though he is doing a nwyn by completing the s»»on on Shabbos, it's
only a »unn ovp, but the actual y3p is completed yanb. Or maybe anytime an item leaves the reshus of one person & goes to another

reshus, it's similar to 79 NP and is assur.a v;:v ﬂ]mm}& mg:]—.!] \_!N\i mm (3)RDOTPN'DI(2) P PIN(L)
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R’ Yehonosan Eibeschutz z¢”’l (Yalkut Hadrush - Divrei Yehonosan) would say:
€192 970 1Y DY MM 27y NYD YN POX XA’ - Why did the dove that Noach sent out bring the leaf of an olive tree
and not the olive itself? According to the Medrash Rabba (23:6), the dove flew to Har Hazeisim (Mount of Olives)
and brought the leaf from there. From fruit that grows in Eretz Yisroel, one is required to separate maaser (tithe). The
dove, not wanting to create any obstacles or cause hardship for Noach, thus brought him the leaf and not the fruit.”

A Wise Man would say: “Th(? more man meditates upon good thoughts, the better will be his world and the world at large.”
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One of the worst pogroms in Jewish history occurred in Chevron (Hebron) which claimed 67 Jewish lives. During the two
days of rioting, which began on August 23, 1929, Arab hordes, armed with axes and knives, went from house to house in the
“Jewish ghetto” in Chevron. Scores of Jews were maimed, in addition to those murdered. Of the victims, twenty-four were
young yeshivah bochurim of Yeshivas Knesses Yisroel, which had relocated to Chevron in 1924 from the Lithuanian town of
Slabodka. By 1929 there were close to 200 students, making it the largest yeshivah in Eretz Yisroel at the time. The massacre
in Chevron, which was then under British rule, brought the centuries-old Jewish presence in the city to an abrupt end.

One of the younger bochurim survived the horrific ordeal by hiding under another student’s limp body and although he
was only minorly injured physically, emotionally he was a wreck. For days and days, he walked around traumatized and
he could barely function like a human being. He could not remain with the yeshivah anymore and the hanhalas
hayeshivah, as well as the Rosh Yeshivah, R> Moshe Mordechaim Epstein z¢’l, decided that it was in his best interest to go
back home to Poland, to the warm embrace of his family, in order to deal with the demons that were plaguing him constantly.

Passage aboard a steamliner was booked and the voyage took a number of weeks. By the time he arrived back in
Poland, it was only a few days before Rosh Hashana, and the ehrlicher bochur decided that if he couldn’t be with his
yeshivah for the Yamim Noraim in Eretz Yisroel as he would have liked, at least he could be in another yeshivah and spend
the awesome holy days together in the Mir. He arrived a day before Rosh Hashana and found a place to stay.

By the next morning, word got around the yeshivah as well as the town of Mir, that a survivor of the Chevron riots was
in their midst and people wanted to talk to him. The bochur was still traumatized and refused to talk to anyone. Until a
message came for him in the afternoon of Erev Rosh Hashana, that the famed Mirrer Mashgiach, R’ Yeruchem
Levovitz z¢£”’l, had asked to meet the bochur and speak to him for a short while. This request, he could not refuse.

loving embrace. Tears welled up in the student’s eyes as he really really needed such a hug. After what he experienced, a
loving embrace and human interaction were a balm to his grieving heart and troubled soul. R’ Yeruchem spoke to him for
a few hours and by the time the bochur left to get ready for Yom Tov, he felt like a different person.

The first night of Rosh Hashana, the Mashgiach would get up between Mincha and Maariv and give the bochurim a
shmooze, delving into the meaning of the Yom Hadin and what they needed to do to merit a good year. This year, the
Mashgiach stood up as usual and began by recounting the bochur’s tale of tragedy in the holy city of Chevron.

He told the #zibbur how the bochur heard the bloodthirsty Arabs breaking into homes and attacking men, women and
children. When they burst into the room where he was hiding, they attacked him first and slashed him with a sharp object,
opening up a wound that bled profusely. He fell to the ground, but he wasn’t seriously injured. It was mostly a flesh
wound. On the other hand, his fellow student (according to some accounts, it was Yaakov Wexler from Chicago, I1) was
stabbed repeatedly with a knife and an axe, and collapsed to the ground mortally wounded in a pool of blood. As he fell,
he saw the first bochur laying on the floor and with his final words, he whispered, “Lay underneath my body so that they

won’t see you and attack you anymore.” He pushed his body on top of the other’s and moments later, his soul left his body
for a better place. The younger student remained motionless for hours, covered in blood, but he survived the ordeal.

R’ Yeruchem’s voice rose thunderously, “In the last seconds of the niftar’s life, all he thought about was to protect
another Jew. This is what we say in Selichos, " TN M19" - ‘Save me from the terror of death.” He did not allow the

terror of his impending demise overtake him. He was calm and composed as he saved another Yid s life. This is the highest |

level of Mesiras Nefesh, always focusing on another Yid’s plight and doing whatever we can to help and assist him.”
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In the Haftorah, Yeshaya HaNavi reminds us of Hashem’s
promise to never again bring such a flood upon the earth no
matter what the circumstances would be. Interestingly, the
Navi refers to the mabul as “the waters of Noach” and
Chazal explain that this is because the righteous Noach was
held responsible for the mabul since he did not (for whatever
reason) daven for mercy on behalf of his generation.
However, why specifically here is Noach’s name attached to
the mabul while it is never mentioned anywhere else?

R’ Tzadok HaKohen z#”’I (Pri Tzaddik) explains that here
Yeshaya HaNavi was outlining the incredible mercy and grace
of Hashem — specifically the blanket promise to never again
bring such a flood upon the earth despite the circumstances,

A PENETRATING ANALYSIS OF THE WEEKLY
HAFTORAH BY R’ TZVI HIRSCH HOFFMAN

in comparison to another blanket promise by Hashem to
never forsake Klal Yisroel — come what may. The Navi

Yisroel in their time of peril, and how even though at times
Hashem turns His face from us, the Almighty never ceases to
love and care for us, His beloved children.

Noach should have understood that Hashem’s willingness
to forgive humankind runs deeper than anything any human
can understand, and that as the leader of the generation, it was
his role to advocate on his generation’s behalf. Thus,
specifically here — and nowhere else — does Yeshaya HaNavi
attach Noach’s name to the mabul so that we should learn
that the gates of heaven are never closed to fefillos.
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All throughout the years of Adam Harishon and immediately after the mabul that flooded the world, animals were not
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"C, permitted for human consumption. However, now, at this junction, Hakadosh Boruch Hu decided to permit the killing and

consumption of all wildlife to Noach and all future generations of people. Up until this point, even the first man, Adam, for

A% whom the world was created, was prohibited from killing animals and eating them. What changed after the mabul?

The Ohr Hachaim Hakadosh provides three enlightening explanations here. His last explanation is that since through

¥ Noach’s idea of bringing Korbanos, Hashem promised never to obliterate the world with a mabul, he was zoche to “eat”

from his actions. What does this mean? Perhaps a deeper comprehension of his words is that when Hashem saw that a

"C}‘T“' person can use the trappings of Olam Hazeh to elevate himself and the world, He decided to give allowance to humans so that
a person will have that opportunity. The posuk in Tehillim tells us, "wnx 225 now Y - “Wine gladdens the heart of man,”

and meat does as well. But we must utilize these items as vehicles to serve Hashem - not to become gluttonous food buffs.
His second pshat is that as a reward for his herculean efforts on behalf of the animals throughout the duration of the mabul

| in the Teiva, Hashem allowed him to eat from them, as the posuk states, "7o8n» Pad w»". This idea also applies to us as
B&l well. Our tireless efforts in avodas Hashem, even when we don’t see the success immediately, will stand us in good stead.

In a similar fashion, our endless devotion to the chinich of our children, our yegios, sweat and tears will, Bezras

’w Hashem, enable us to “eat off” and reap the rewards of our efforts, both on this world and in the World to Come. May we

all be zoche to enjoy the benefits of the nachas and hatzlacha of their Maasim Tovim, kein yehi ratzon.
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| 7om: A man went on a hunting trip into the woods, but

The bochur made his way to R* Yeruchem’s home and the Mashgiach welcomed him at the door with a warm and |} “&| somehow lost his way. For days he wandered in the forest,

disorientated and confused, desperately trying to find his

X way out. He felt hopeless and forlorn.

After some time, he saw another man approaching in the

(t distance. At last, he thought to himself, another human being
o$ | who probably knows how to get out of this forest.

When they met, he asked the man, “My friend, can you tell
me the way out of this forest? I have been wandering for days,

but have been unable to find my way out.”

The other fellow answered, “I do not know the way out

3 | either. I, too, have been wandering about these woods for
=w| days. Let us journey on together. Perhaps, side by side, we

can figure a way out.” The man was no longer hopeless.

suddenly spotted a large grizzly bear off in the distance,
heading their way. One man took off his pack, pulled out a
pair of running shoes, and started to put them on. The other
frantically said, “What are you doing? You can’t outrun that
bear. He will surely catch you.”

The other man calmly replied, “I don’t need to outrun the
bear. I only need to outrun you!”
Soms: After completing his ark, Noach set out on his journey -
a voyage that the Lord commanded him to undertake. But
dealing with animals all day, every day, was tremendously
stressful and somewhat lonely for a human being. His family
was onboard and that eased the pain. Companionship makes
our suffering tolerable. However, as the two men running
from the bear realized, whether in love, friendship, or

business, always choose your companions wisely....
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One of the specifications of Noach’s "n2n" was that he build a "ny". Rashi tells us that some say this means a window
and some say it means a precious stone. R’ Nachman M’Breslov z¢”I explains the difference between the two. A window

2% has no light of it’s own. It receives light from the outside. A precious stone does the exact opposite. Even if there is no light
¥ | coming from outside, it itself illuminates even the darkest place.

In all generations, and most certainly in ours, life is stormy. I have heard people who have married off all their children

‘:v"‘t‘_‘ say that they are happy that they do not have to raise children in our generation because it is extremely challenging to
'| navigate children through the turbulence of our times. The only way to succeed is by making our homes into arks! We must

meticulously displayed Hashem’s attitude toward Klal ,“ ;"'”,1.‘, block out and seal our homes from the negative and dangerous influences of the world. And in our Teiva, we must make

sure there is a tzohar! On the one hand we must seek the advice and illumination of Rabbanim and educators who can give

=¥ us insights and practical suggestions in chinuch and other important areas of life. Their clarity and objective opinions can
& | shed so much light on issues that we would not have considered otherwise.

But at the same time we must not disregard the precious intuition and understanding that shines within ourselves! Why
do so many children not respect their parents? Because their parents do not respect themselves! They are either unsure what

&% to do for their own children or they follow the popular opinion of others on all matters. They don’t look inside themselves to
2% . | find the answers to their questions, even though there is great light and wisdom that lies right there inside!

We are too often afraid to take a firm stand on what we believe is right! But the Torah is teaching us here that we must

2% % make a fzohar for our home. Sure, we can use the wisdom that is illuminated by others, but we must be sure to trust the

special light and clarity that is found within ourselves.




