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A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Kashrus in the Kitchen (56). Separation of Meat and Fish.
Over the past few weeks, we have been discussing in this
column, instances of kitchen kashrus “mix-ups” between milk
and meat products. There is another concern, not kashrus
related, regarding mixing meat and fish. According to Chazal
in the Gemara Pesachim (1), it is hazardous to a person’s health
to eat meat and fish together. According to most Poskim,
poultry also counts like meat with regard to this prohibition.
The Magen Avraham () brings that certain dangerous
items mentioned in Chazal are no longer considered
dangerous, and he has a doubt if this is also the same. We are
strict in this matter, as ruled in Shulchan Aruch @3), but we use
the doubt of the Magen Avraham as a factor, combined with
other factors, to be lenient. For example, there is a difference
of opinion if nullification in sixty times the volume amount of
one type into the other, permits it. Nowadays, we combine the
leniency of the Magen Avraham with nullification in sixty and
as a result, some Kashrus organizations certify meat sauces as
kosher, even when they contain small percentages of fish and
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Defining “Eating Together”. If one eats and drinks something
in between eating meat and fish, one after the other, it is
permitted and not considered hazardous. [Rav Akiva Eiger
2’ in Y.D. 116:5 quotes from a Tosfos in Maseches Moed
Katan 11a that it is not healthy to drink water right after fish.] If
they are cooked together in the same pot, the food is prohibited,
unless there is nullification in sixty. Some [see Pischei
Teshuva @)] hold that the pot needs to be kashered, although
others [see Kaf Hachayim (5] hold that it is enough to just
leave the pot sitting cold and clean for twenty-four hours.
However, it is permitted to cook one type, fish or meat, and
then clean out the pot and immediately cook the other type.
This is because a taste that is in a vessel does not create a
hazard to one’s health. Some go a step further and say that even
a taste absorbed in a different food can be combined with the
other type. A common example of this is a challah that was
warmed up on a fleishig pot, which they say can be eaten with
fish. See P’sakim U’teshuvos ) where he writes that R’
Yisroel Yaakov Fisher z¢’l argued on this last leniency.

are nullified in sixty. , To be' continued IY”’H.
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"R TR N 1 T mow 2sns” - The Gemara asks: when o) do the nmay in the Bais Hamikdash, are they’acting as our ombw, or
are they working for onw? The 1"paswould be if one was mxon 27 from a certain kohen, may that kohen be 271 his Y27 for him?

The y"9 brings, that in wymp 'on this is discussed and xnn ™ proves that kohanim must be 107 >mbw because of Ty XN M
"PTIY NN NN PTIY N NO - iS it possible that there is a nwyn that we aren't able [permitted] to perform yet we can make a rwbw to
perform it for us? Based on this, the Gemara concludes that o> must be &7 m5w. Even so, our Gemara here is looking for a source
from a Mishnah or Braisa to answer this question, not just a svara. "o elsewhere [:v> v 35 PwyPP] explains that our Gemara is asking
that we know they must be x0T smbw because of the svara of y1 o m, but maybe besides being x0T mdw they are also smbw
nxp Y71, and if one is mxon 97 from a certain kohen he couldn’t use him? ypnox 9 1"y "o Tyn X] explains Tosfos as follows. There
are 2 types of mrvbw. 1) the mbw has no N to do the nwyn on his own, but needs the NS to appoint him to be his messenger for the act
to be ompn, otherwise his actions will have no halachic consequence. For example, a V> rwbw. A stranger can't give someone else’s wife a
vy, but the husband can give over his N to the 9w and he can do the mbn. 2) The mbw can do the nwwn himself even without any N>, but
the nown wants it to be as if he did it (¥> orwm)). So, this is Pshat in the above "o If the kohanim are only our ©mbw, then they would need
our N in order to bring our Y277 and the X120 of >0 & s would apply and make it impossible. But if they are also a7 smdw, then
they don't need our n> to do the nmay, because they are doing it for ow, so all we need is for the nmay to be or»m to us, and this could
be achieved with our mmo5w because » 1 x> only applies if they can't do the nwyn without us! So, if we do have some personal mrvbw
involved, then if | am nxan 7 from a certain kohen, that kohen can't bring my ya-p.

The Twn nnan ['v TN XN M says that since ow) are pasul to write a n"o, even if they want to be xxv the mitzvah by appointing a
mow to write it for them, it won't work because of the x120 of y &% 0. R’ Elchonon argues and says based on his svara above, since the
1970 can write the 0o without the N> of the nwi, and all that is needed is for the n2>n> to be o to her, for that to happen > xNmis

not an issue, therefore mrow should work! ﬁﬂ@ﬁi&\i ﬂ)ﬂ &ﬂ)ﬂ 3365 T 470 B3P N

R’ Simcha Bunim M’Pshischa z¢’l (Kol Simcha) would say:
9NN NS NN ONNN T2 NN ONN W' - Lavan knew that Yaakov was a fzaddik and his daughter Rochel was a tzadekes.
Lavan was sure that if Yaakov would marry another woman, and Rochel would marry another man, Yaakov would make
his wife a tzadekes and Rochel would make her husband a tzaddik. If this were to happen, Lavan would have to contend
with four tzaddikim. Therefore, he would rather that Yaakov marry Rochel so that there would only be two tzaddikim!”

A Wise Man would say:
“Prayer is a longing of the soul. It is better in prayer to have a heart without word&s than words without a heart.”
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Parshas Vayeitzai discusses a number of contemporary issues that plague our Jewish communities today. Yaakov
Avinu was a man of 77 years old when he arrived in Charan seeking marriage with the daughter of Lavan. Seven years
later, he finally married Leah and then Rochel, and although Leah had four children immediately, Rochel was not blessed
with a child right away. It is told that these two troubling situations in our day and age - older singles who haven’t yet
found a soulmate, and the number of married couples unable to have a child - would not allow R’ Aharon Leib Steinman
zt”l any peace of mind. He davened for them constantly and was won’t to say that the Torah indicates the two are very
much interrelated; in fact, one may provide a resolution for the other. When Sarah told Avraham Avinu to marry Hagar his
maidservant and “build a family through her” (Bereishis 16:2), the Torah is thus teaching us that when a person helps
someone else have a child, that individual is promised to have one as well. And since this can only happen via marriage,
the individual’s meritorious act will be a zechus for him or her to find a zivug.

R’ Elimelech Biderman shlit’a recounts the following amazing story. A family living in Jerusalem had a son by the
name of Zelig, who was getting on in years, and couldn’t seem to find his soulmate. The family did its utmost but things
were not turning out the way they had hoped for their son. The boy’s mother decided that she would travel to Meron and
daven at the kever of Rabbi Shimon Bar Yochai, in the hopes of finding a shidduch for her son. She took the bus from
Jerusalem and while she was sitting on the bus, she called her husband on her cell phone.

“Do you remember,” she asked him, “that when we were first married, we didn’t have a child right away and we went to
Meron to daven? At that time, we made a promise that if we were to have a son, we would name him Shimon, after the
great Tanna. Boruch Hashem, we had a son but for some odd reason, we seemed to have forgotten our promise and in the
end, we named him Zelig. I was thinking, maybe this is what’s holding back his shidduch?”

Her husband agreed with her premise but felt that he must discuss the matter with his Rov before taking any measures.
Immediately, he called his rabbi and explained the whole situation. The Rov also agreed and told him to add a name to
their son, and from then on he should be called Shimon Zelig. He called back his wife and told her to daven at the kever of
Rashbi for their son “Shimon Zelig” that he should finally find his soulmate and become engaged. She arrived in Meron
and davened with heartfelt tears for a very long time. When she returned back home, she felt as if a stone had been lifted
off her family’s collective chest and they were excited about the future prospects.

In order to make it official, the following Shabbos during Krias HaTorah, the gabbai called up “Habachur Shimon
Zelig ben Reb ....” for an aliyah, and afterwards he made a Mi Shebeirach using the same name. A few eyebrows were
raised but no one seemed to have an issue. Except for one man who also davened in the same Beis Medrash, and his name
was also Zelig. As soon as davening was over, he walked over to the gabbai and asked him, “Why did you call this bachur
Shimon Zelig? His name is Zelig. When did he suddenly get a new name?” The gabbai shrugged his shoulders and
replied, “Don’t look at me. This is what his father asked me to do. I don’t know why. I didn’t ask questions.”

This man Zelig had a daughter who was in shidduchim for a while as well. Long ago, he had his eye on the bachur Zelig
as a chosson for his daughter, but since both of their names were Zelig, he couldn’t do such a shidduch. After all, it is

famously quoted from Rav Yehuda HaChasid that the names of a father-in-law and son-in-law mustn’t be the same.

He had never pursued the shidduch - until now. Now that he realized that their names weren’t exactly the same, he was
willing to go forward with the shidduch. He involved a local shadchan who put forth the idea.

It didn’t take long, and with amazing siyata dishmaya, Shimon Zelig became engaged to Zelig’s daughter.
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Hoshea HaNavi details how “Yaakov fled from the fields

of Aram, (and) there Yaakov worked for a wife and for a wife
he guarded (sheep).” The fact that Yaakov fled Charan and
guarded sheep so that he would be able to marry a wife are
seemingly two independent stories. Why then did the Navi
conflate the two — almost suggesting that one would not have
happened without the other?

The Radak, R’ Dovid Kimchi z#>l explains that Hoshea’s
statement was a wake-up call for Klal Yisroel to remember that
even though at the time of Yaakov’s flight from the fields of
Aram he had absolutely nothing with him and it seemed as
though he would be left a broken destitute man with no future,
this could not be further from the truth. In fact, the moment

A PENETRATING ANALYSIS OF THE WEEKLY
HAFTORAH BY R’ TZVI HIRSCH HOFFMAN

Yaakov fled, Hashem was right there with him arranging his
future. Hashem immediately put into play a sequence of events
that would give Yaakov the twelve shevatim as well as
financial support. By “working for a wife” Yaakov was
ensuring the continuity of his lineage, and by “guarding sheep”
he was solidifying his future family’s financial future. All this
was part of Hashem’s plan way before Yaakov even ran away.
There are times when a Jew may feel lost. He may have
suffered a loss — either financial or personal — and he may not
know how he will get back on his feet. Hoshea HaNavi’s
message to us is that we should take a page from Yaakov
Avinu and trust that Hashem not only has a plan for us
already. but that it will all turn out for the best in the end.
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"G Yom: R’ Nissan Bak z£” was the leader of the Chassidish
w| community in Yerushalayim during the mid-19th century. He
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As the Torah closes out the chapter on Yaakov Avinu’s prolonged employ with his father-in-law, the diabolical Lavan

"C, Ha’arami, this posuk seems to encapsulate their interactions. Lavan pursues Yaakov as if he’s a fugitive and files a litany of

complaints against him. Yaakov replies with conviction, standing up for himself and his mistreatment at Lavan’s hands, and a

Y treaty is eventually negotiated. Finally, they part ways. One might think that Lavan had a change of heart especially after

Hashem appears to him in a dream? Says the posuk "npn> 125 aw»" - Lavan returned to his place (to his earlier matzav)

e completely unaffected. Yaakov, on the other hand ">775 50" - Yaakov Avinu continued on his earlier path; steadily climbing
.| the spiritual ladder of life. (see Taam V’daas from Hagaon R’ Moshe Shternbuch shlita)

The question arises: What is the connection between 571> 190 apy»” and the end of the posuk with Yaakov meeting up

with angels? (See Rashi) Perhaps the angels were coming to applaud Yaakov for returning unscathed.

Our machshava, however, is a bit deeper. Yaakov Avinu underwent myriad personal trials and tribulations. He was

"C, emotionally abused by Lavan; swindled, cheated, tricked and treated without shred of gratitude and empathy. Yet, through it

all, he remained unfazed, realizing that it is all from Hashem. When people ultimately triumph in relationship issues through

X %| vatranus, through the middah of giving in, they are zoche to see angels! We find this idea in last week’s parsha, as well.

Yitzchok had every legal right to the wells he dug, yet he moved on and didn’t lash out at Avimelech. The posuk there

"ﬁ\ %] continues with "n Yox 8™ - Yitzchok was zoche to lofty revelations. So he lesson is clear: although you may be right, it is
o | Dbetter to be smart instead! We must learn to control our emotions and bezras Hashem we will be zoche to exquisite yeshuos!

“Your Majesty,” answered R’ Nissan, jokingly, “since you
are known all over the world as a ruler who is friendly to the
Jewish people, it (the dome) takes its hat off to you!”

The Emperor smiled, apparently amused.
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was known for being sharp and highly intelligent, and he was

Y] also the unofficial “ambassador” of the holy Rizhiner
& Rebbe, R’ Yisroel Friedman z#”l. As such, he took care of
¥ the building of the famous and beautiful synagogue known

as “Tifereth Israel Sadigora” in Yerushalayim. This was one

'| of the enterprises of the Rizhiner chassidus.

While the structure was still incomplete, the dome not

"G having yet been erected, it happened that the late Emperor
4% Franz Joseph of Austria visited the structure and was

received by R’ Nissan himself. The Emperor chatted with R’

“‘;;‘V Nissan regarding the holy Rizhiner Rebbe, about whose

accomplishments he was familiar, and mentioned casually,

“However,” R’ Nissan continued, “his Majesty is aware
that with our Nation, who adhere to the ancient ‘Oriental’
customs and traditions, it is considered an even greater mark
of respect to keep one’s head covered. I hope his Majesty will
enable our synagogue to put on it’s headpiece!”

The Emperor laughed again. He got the message. He
instructed his adjutant to send a substantial contribution to R’
Nissan to enable him to complete the dome.

%ems: Yaakov told Rochel that he was her father’s brother,
meaning, he knew how to deal with him like a “brother”
should the need arise. This is a wakeup call for all Torah
scholars, says the holy Chofetz Chaim z¢”l. People are

"C, H ‘“How come the building is still incomplete?”

: CLe 6

shrewd. Learn to deal with them the proper way!
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In this week’s parsha, most of the twelve shevatim are born to Yaakov Avinu, and he raised them with Torah and

*| mitzvos. There are many lessons in chinuch that we can derive from here. It is interesting to note that two of the main
. | ingredients in chinuch are found in the chapters that begin and conclude this parsha. Vayeitzai begins in chapter 28 which is
5 | "'no” (strength) and ends in chapter 32 which is "25" (heart). This is a tremendous lesson for all parents, who invest so much
"C, time and energy into their children. They must show their children how important they are to them and even though

nowadays people are so busy with other pursuits; making a parnassa, doing chessed, running to classes on self-fulfillment,

»“ ;'”:;l, which takes up so much of our time and KOACH, we must always remember that it’s all about the children. Years ago, a

child would at least come home to a Mommy even if the Daddy was busy all week long making a living. But now it is also

~Ya4| the Mommies who are supporting or supplementing the income, which leaves little time and KOACH for the children.

But even more important than that is the LEV - the heart and unconditional love we must give to our kids. We must

| ‘rt,"“ make our children feel so loved and cherished as if each one is an only child. They must know that it is not because of
% | anything they do or say that makes us love them and care for them at all times; it is simply the fact that they are exactly who
"' *| they are that earns them the highest place in our hearts. A child must know that he or she is loved because of who they are
,“ "‘,\,{ and not necessarily because of what they do and how they behave.

In numerical value, the word "n"2" (home) plus "1" (heart) equals "w1pn” - the holy sanctuary of Hashem. If we truly

5 :"1-5 wish to create a dwelling place for Hashem on this earth, we must show Hashem that we are taking good care of His

children by infusing them with Torah and Yiras Shamayim, through an never-ending pipeline of KOACH and LEV.




